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Anchor Level 3–A 

 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (Foods and produce should not be changed using genetically modified 

organisms). The essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts (There has not been enough studies to be certain that GMO foods are 

safe for human consumption), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims. There is no reference to an 

opposing claim. The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (eventually 

insects could become resistant to the insecticides and Concerns could be cross-contamination of crops that are organic). The essay 

demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material. Paragraphs 

2 and 3 contain citation of sources (Text 1 lines 41-42); however, paragraphs 4 and 5 do not contain any citation of sources. The essay 

fails to use quotation marks around direct quotes (infertility … organs). The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information 

to create a mostly coherent essay with a clearly stated introductory paragraph, four body paragraphs of varying length, and a conclusion 

that reiterates the claim (GMOs alter the DNA of produce we consume and studies have yet to prove they are 100% safe for 

consumption by people). The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic language and structure (The 

creation of gmo food is against what grows naturally in nature and When dealing with gmo’s your also facing the chanee of new 

allergy developements). The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (has not been enough studies, insects they, 

result crops, acertained, occuring) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 3–B 

 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (I believe that it is right to genetically alter foods). The essay 

demonstrates some analysis of the texts (The food can be modified to help poorer countries and can reduce some problems within the 

farms), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay fails to mention an alternate or opposing 

claim. The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (The USDA 

claims that their have been no reports of illnesses or health risks due to the plants alteration and Now, since the plants can make their 

own pesticides, we do not need to spray the crops with chemicals). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid 

plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(text 3, lines 2-4)]. The essay exhibits acceptable organization of 

ideas and information to create a coherent essay with a clearly stated introductory paragraph, two detailed body paragraphs, and a 

conclusion (With all the health benefits, it’s no wonder why we are now altering food). The essay establishes and maintains a formal 

style, using precise and appropriate language and structure (If top government organizations say that it’s safe, then we must assume 

that it’s safe for the common people as well) although at times is imprecise (their for “there” and it’s for “its”). The essay demonstrates 

partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (food we; no become; with, now; can adapted) that do not hinder comprehension. This 

essay must be scored no higher than a Level 3 since it addresses fewer than the three texts required. 
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Anchor Level 3–C 

 

The essay introduces a claim (But for others like me we prefer our vegitables to be safe). The essay demonstrates unclear analysis of 

the texts (No one wants these problems to occur in their lives. America has enough health problems as there is.), failing to distinguish 

the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to 

support analysis (80 percent of store selve crops contain atleast some ingredients made from altered genes and In Europe they largley 

ban genetically engineered foods and has a strict requirement of labeling them). The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of 

sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material. Sources are cited (text III, lines 12-13) but there 

are no quotation marks around direct quotes (like it says 80 percent … altered genes and infertility … in organs). The essay exhibits 

some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay. However, the essay contains only one paragraph that 

includes a brief introduction, three examples from three different texts and a brief conclusion (Which is why I think we should follow 

their foot steps and become healthy again). The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic language 

and structure (People dont want to eat somthing that has been experimented on they want somthing safe and healthy). The essay 

demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors [like it says; genes (text I, lines 20-21). Which is outragious; insuline; In 

Europe they largley … and has; com pared] that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–A 

 

The essay introduces a claim (The use of these genetic supplments or sprays are not nessicarly bad). The essay demonstrates unclear 

analysis of the texts (If there being used then our crops are staying fresh and keeps bugs out and away from the crops) and briefly 

distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims (On the opposing Side it has bacteria’s and viruses inside of it that can make 

people or animals sick). The essay presents ideas inconsistently (This is not causing any harm to humans or animals so why not use it 

and The supplment should be changed to be safer and not cause such harm / sickness to humans and animals), in an attempt to support 

analysis, making use of some evidence that may be irrelevant. The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid 

plagiarism when dealing with paraphrased material (text 3, lines 1-2 and In text 1). The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of 

ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay by using only one paragraph that includes a claim, brief supporting statements 

in favor of the claim, a confused counterclaim, and no conclusion. The essay lacks a formal style (In text 1 it states that animals have it 

in their food as well), using some language that is imprecise (If there being used). The essay demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting 

occasional errors (supplments, The use of these … are, nessicarly, staying fresh and keeps bugs, bacteria’s) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–B 

 

The essay introduces a claim (my opinion I disagree on this invention). The essay demonstrates an unclear analysis of the texts (I 

disagree with it because this new invention kills organic and natural plants which isn’t good), failing to distinguish the claim from 

alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents ideas inconsistently, in an attempt to support analysis, making use of some evidence 

that may be irrelevant (It also said that GMO helps fight cancer). The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid 

plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material (In the text GMO 101, In text 2). The essay exhibits inconsistent 

organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay by introducing a claim in the first paragraph followed by two 

brief, confusing paragraphs in which the claim is restated in each paragraph. The essay does not have a conclusion. The essay lacks a 

formal style, using some language that is imprecise (in which my opinion I disagree and it has been proven to what it could do). The 

essay demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors (1800 and 1900s our, which cause hunger, Scientiest came, Gentic, 

plants animals and bacteria, crop’s grow, GMO 101 it, products which doctor’s say is) that make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 2–C 

 

The essay introduces a claim (To me I feel that food should not be geneticlly modified). The essay demonstrates an unclear analysis of 

the texts (If it was ment to be, It would have allready been in the Plants), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing 

claims. The final sentence of the essay alludes briefly to a counterclaim (The passages that I have read lead me to belive that people 

have different opions on the way the food is being produced and made). The essay presents little evidence from the texts (Society has 

made a change for the worse with putting over 80 percent of our foods with GMO’s in them on the shelves for us to eat). The essay 

does not make use of citations. The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay. 

The essay is one paragraph of loosely related ideas about the positives and negatives of GMO’s (GMO’s may have had a harmful effect 

on the growth of humans but in some cases it may have a positive effect). The essay states a claim that is not supported with evidence 

from the text and concludes with an opinion on the subject. The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is imprecise (To 

me I feel and it is ok to help the crops grow to survive). The essay demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors (todays 

society, Lifes, in today society, enviroment, To me I, ment, allready, belive, opions) that make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 1–A 

 

The essay introduces a claim (They can be good for production and amount purposes. They can be bad for health purposes), but does 

not demonstrate analysis of the texts. The essay presents little evidence from the texts (In our society genetically modified food can be 

found almost anywhere) and does not make use of citations. The essay is minimal, making assessment of organization and style 

unreliable. The essay is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.  
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Anchor Level 1–B 

 

The essay introduces a claim (I dont think GMO’s are good for you, or babies) and demonstrates confused analysis of the texts 

(GMO’s might Kill bacteria in food like ecoli, from another country), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims. 

The essay presents little evidence from the texts (like section one said GMO’s are sometimes good but there are positive and negative 

effects) and demonstrates little use of citations (lik it said in passage 3). The essay exhibits little organization of ideas and information, 

consisting of one paragraph of loosely connected ideas. The essay uses language that is predominantly inappropriate (this crazy world; 

maybe its in chickens; there delicious so probably in them, like; Ecoli isn’t a fun thing to have, don’t drink the water). The essay 

demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors (you, or babies; lable; today. Like; something it; yogert; oreos thoes; have, 

don’t; Thats) that make comprehension difficult. The essay is a personal response and makes little reference to the texts and can be 

scored no higher than a 1. 
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 4. 

 

 

Practice Paper B – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 3. 

 

 

Practice Paper C – Score Level 5 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 5. 

 

 

Practice Paper D – Score Level 2 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. 

 

 

Practice Paper E – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 4. 
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