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SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this web site
at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ and select the link “Scoring Information” for any recently posted
information regarding this examination. This site should be checked before the rating process for this 
examination begins and several times throughout the Regents Examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Regents Examination in English 
Language Arts. More detailed directions for the organization of the rating process and  procedures for 
rating the examination are included in the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents Examination in
English Language Arts.

Scoring the Multiple-Choice Questions
For this exam all schools must use uniform scannable answer sheets provided by the regional 

scanning center or large-city scanning center. The scoring key for this exam is provided below. If the 
student’s responses for the multiple-choice questions are being hand scored prior to being
scanned, the scorer must be careful not to make any marks on the answer sheet except to record
the scores in the designated score boxes. Marks elsewhere on the answer sheet will interfere
with the accuracy of the scanning.

Before scannable answer sheets are machine scored, several samples must be both machine and 
manually scored to ensure the accuracy of the machine-scoring process. All discrepancies must be 
resolved before student answer sheets are machine scored. When machine scoring is completed, a sample of
the scored answer sheets must be scored manually to verify the accuracy of the machine-scoring process.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Rating of Essay and Response Questions

(1) In training raters to score student essays and responses for each part of the examination, follow the 
procedures outlined below:

Introduction to the Tasks
• Raters read the task and summarize it.
• Raters read the passages or passage and plan a response to the task.
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses.

Introduction to the Rubric and Anchor Papers
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task.
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores (i.e., by matching evidence from the response

to the language of the rubric and by weighing all qualities equally).
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary. (Note: Anchor papers are ordered from

high to low within each score level.)

Practice Scoring Individually
• Raters score a set of five practice papers individually. Raters should score the five papers independently

without looking at the scores provided after the five papers.
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel comfortable enough to move on to actual 

scoring. (Practice papers for Parts 2 and 3 only contain scores, not commentaries.)

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay and 
response on the rating sheets provided in the Information Booklet, not directly on the student’s essay or 
response or answer sheet. Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Both the 6-credit essay and the 4-credit response must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be
necessary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point. Teachers may not score their own 
students’ answer papers. The scoring coordinator will be responsible for coordinating the movement of
papers, calculating a final score for each student’s essay or response, and recording that information on the
student’s answer paper.

Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions on any Regents Exam
after each question has been rated the required number of times as specified in the rating guide,
regardless of the final exam score. Schools are required to ensure that the raw scores have been
added correctly and that the resulting scale score has been determined accurately.
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 6 – A

Anchor Level 6–A 

 

The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (Algae has proven itself to be a dependable source of 

energy worth considering in the crazed search for biofuels. Several attributes of the plant qualify it to replace fossil fuels). The essay 

demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (It is impossible to deny that the growth of 

algae is incredibly simple and hardly demanding and the use of algae has the potential to give energy companies more “bang for their 

bucks” while also pacifying environmentalists by conserving land and using cleaner oil) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or 

opposing claims (Some argue that the production of biofuel from algae is too costly and could never compete with fossil fuels 

economically. However, some day these fossil fuels will not exist in enough abundance to compete with any alternative sources of 

energy). The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully, making highly effective use of a wide range of specific and relevant evidence 

to support analysis (The vast amounts of algae produced also yield more energy than most sources which are currently being used for 

oil and Algae is convenient and can be made into ready-to-use crude oil through a process called hydrothermal liquification). The 

essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 1, 

lines 20-22) and (Text 3, lines 2-6)]. The essay exhibits skillful organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 

essay, with an opening paragraph that states the claim, recognizes the existence of reservations regarding the use of algae and 

establishes a focus on algae’s qualifications to replace fossil fuels, then presents a second paragraph of support for the use of algae, 

followed by three paragraphs of counterclaim recognition and rebuttal, and concluding with a summary paragraph (Algae is a practical 

choice for consumers, economists, and even environmentalists). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated 

language and structure (Although phosphorus is not a widely available resource, there are ways of providing it via reuse and The reuse 

of the water makes algae an even more practical and profitable fuel). The essay demonstrates control of conventions with essentially 

no errors, even with sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 6 – B
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Anchor Level 6–B 

 

The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (until new tactics are discovered that would make the 

process less expensive, and decrease the amount of resources it needs, turning algae into fuel is not a realistic solution to our 

problems). The essay demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (Algae lacks the 

proper commercial-scale production facilities to become a realistic solution to our problems and This fact makes it simply impossible 

for algae to be a viable candidate in the biofuel industry unless significant changes can be made in its production) and to distinguish 

the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully, making highly effective use of a wide 

range of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (One issue of high importance is the enormous amount of water that is 

required to turn algae into an energy source and In order to transform aglae into petroleum, it requires phosphorus whose reserves 

are expected to be “completely depleted in 50 to 100 years” and Fuels like corn oil require less energy and water, and are less 

complex to produce). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and 

paraphrased material [(Text 2, line 30) and (Text 4, lines 31 and 32)]. The essay exhibits skillful organization of ideas and information 

to create a cohesive and coherent essay, with an opening paragraph that introduces the topic, recognizes positive aspects of algae, and 

establishes the claim, followed by two paragraphs addressing negative aspects of using algae for fuel and discounting counterclaims 

(Although some algae is able to use saltwater or waste-water, that isn’t the only resource it needs), and a summative conclusion that 

cautions that the production of an algae-based energy source would serve as a drain upon our natural resources such as water, 

phosphorous and land as well as upon our economy. The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated language 

and structure (Fossil fuels have been the answer since the industrial revolution, but since then the main goal has been to discover a 

new, less finite, method to run our machines). The essay demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (problems, 

caused; However until; problems, that; water, and are) only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 5 – A
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 5 – A
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Anchor Level 5–A 

 

The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (Algae and other ABBs have huge potential to help solve 

the world’s energy problems). The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (Algae creates 

more energy with less resources and That is much cheaper than regular gas and would benefit all the gas-buyers) and to distinguish 

the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Although algae is a good solution and in many ways is better than petroleum, there are 

some down sides to using algae as a fuel and greenhouse emissions are even higher than the petroleum that is currently used … 

However, the process of making algae-based fuel offers “the opportunity to use carbon dioxide”). The essay presents ideas fully and 

thoughtfully, making highly effective use of a wide range of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Algae is superior to 

petroleum in multiple ways; it can be grown almost anywhere and Algae is incredibly quick and easy to grow; even manure can be 

used instead of soil!). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and 

paraphrased material [(Text 1, line 23) and (Text 3, line 38)]. The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create 

a cohesive and coherent essay, opening with a paragraph that introduces the energy problem and establishes a pro claim, followed by 

one paragraph of support, and one that addresses and refutes two counterclaims, with a concluding paragraph that reaffirms the claim 

(Algae has a lot of potential to be the solution to the energy problems of Earth). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, 

using fluent and precise language and sound structure (In the modern world, energy sufficiency has emerged as a prevalent issue and 

Algae is a very efficient and beneficial solution to the world’s energy problems by being easy to grow, cheap, and having a large 

energy yield). The essay demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (issues … it, it’s for “its”, phosphorus 

which) only when using sophisticated language. 



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Jan. ’18 [12]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 5 – B



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Jan. ’18 [13]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 5 – B
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Anchor Level 5–B 

 

The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (Researchers have experimented with solutions for the 

energy crisis; and may have found one through algae). The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support 

the claim (The issue with using food as biofuel is that human civilization can’t afford to waste food on fuel when starving populations 

continues to exist worldwide and Algae can serve as a solution for the energy crisis while eliminating itself as a waste) and to 

distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Critics of algae research claims that “rising demand for biofuels shifts 

biomass feedstocks and arable land away from use for other purposes”). The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making 

effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Fortunately, research shows that “algae can be grown in places 

unsuitable for food cultivation” and By researching a use for algae as fuel, technology may soon be able to find uses in “feedstock that 

cities otherwise have to pay to get rid of” and Algae, unlike fossil fuels, is a renewable source of energy). The essay demonstrates 

proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 1, line 20) and (Text 3, 

line 47)]. The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent essay that introduces the 

issue and suggests a pro claim, followed by three body paragraphs, one that presents and refutes a counterclaim, and two that support 

the claim, and concludes with a paragraph that reiterates the claim (This organic substance has the power to fix the energy problem of 

the society that never sleeps). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent and precise language and sound structure 

(Today’s computerized society demands an increasing amount of energy, in order to fuel our fast-paced lives). The essay demonstrates 

control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors [fuels runs; crisis; and; cultivation.” (Text 1, line 20).; pollution-full; overtime] 

only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 5 – C

Anchor Level 5–C 

 

The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (The world is facing an energy crisis. Conflict and wars 

are ubiquitous in our history due to humanity’s greed and thirst for sources of energy and Algae may be a possible solution). The essay 

demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (Proffesionals are desperately looking for 

efficient and renewable energy and Perhaps the most useful trait is that algae can be cultivated almost any where) and to distinguish 

the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Unfortunately, it doesn’t come without its drawbacks. Algae can’t compete with fossil 

fuels in this day and age). The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support 

analysis (It doesn’t require arable land like other crops like corn and It can also be turned into several different types of fuel). The 

essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 4, 

Lines 6-9) and (Text 3, Lines 26-28)]. The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and 

coherent essay by opening with an introduction that sets the tone for the pro claim, which is supported in the second paragraph, 

followed by a third paragraph, which addresses the counterclaim, and a conclusion that reaffirms the claim (Algae may just be the 

answer to our prayers). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent and precise language and sound structure 

(Cars, trucks, and planes get bigger and bulkier, a status symbol for superiority and machismo and It just isn’t economically sound to 

make the switch today). The essay demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (continue, unless; proffessors; 

Proffesionals) only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – A

 
Anchor Level 4–A 

 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Algae biofuel has the potential to be the solution to the world’s energy 

problems). The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (Algae … is easy to 

make, requires little land space, and the resources for it are available) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims 

(There are a few potential drawbacks with algae biofuels, but they are relatively minor compared to issues with current sources). The 

essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Algae is the most efficient 

biofuel, with higher biomass yields per acre of cultivation and The quantity of water needed could come from the ocean, for some algae 

is able to use brackish water). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 

and paraphrased material [(Text 1, Line 20) and (Text 2, Line 5)] although fails to use quotation marks with direct quotes. The essay 

exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, first introducing the problem of our dependency 

on fuel sources and a claim favoring the use of algae as a solution, followed by one body paragraph discussing why algae is ideal as an 

energy source and a second discussing its few potential drawbacks, concluding with a summation. The essay establishes and maintains 

a formal style, using fluent and precise language and sound structure (The main concern is the amount of resources required for algae 

production, specifically CO2 and water, two of the most abundant materials on the planet). The essay demonstrates control of 

conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (dependancy; because unlike; oil, an … indefinitely) only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – B

Anchor Level 4–B 

 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Algae can make energy in a clean and reusable way). The essay 

demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (Algae energy has so many benifits that 

the world, people, and energy industry could really benifit from) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (There 

are people in the world that think using Algae as an energy sourse is a bad idea … they worry … that “its production also requires 

more energy and water” and This is true, but … unlike the other sourses … “Algae is able to use waste – or brackish water”). The 

essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Algae can be “grown in 

places unsuitible for food cultivation.” … Unlike most food crops, Algae can be grown in almost any lightly polluted water and Algae 

can be “grown at any time of year” … so energy supply can be constant and ready as needed). The essay demonstrates proper citation 

of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(text 1, line 37) and (text 3, lines 27-28)]. The 

essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, with an introduction that presents energy 

concerns and the claim, followed by one paragraph that presents and refutes a counterclaim and two paragraphs that support why Algae 

makes the best plant choice for energy, and concludes with a summation. The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using 

precise and appropriate language and structure (there is a solution in sight. The name of that solution is Algae, a plant that almost 

everyone knows) that is sometimes colloquial (If this isint the best … then what is? and Thanks to Algae). The essay demonstrates 

partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors [sorses; fules; Fortanintly; water.” (text 2, line 34); Planit; energy. The; 

waisting; isint; benifits] that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – C
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – C
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Anchor Level 4–C 

 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Even though there are positives to using algae instead of oil, there are 

numerous amount of problems that come with it. Therefore algae could not be the solution to our energy problem). The essay 

demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (Since algae requires a lot of energy and 

water to mass produce more than crops, it can pose a problem to the country it is growing in) and to distinguish the claim from 

alternate or opposing claims (Others may disagree and state that it is suitable because it can produce quick). The essay presents ideas 

sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Algae requires a large amount of phosphorus 

as fertilizer, but phosphorus is on the peak of avaliability and Plus, in order to produce large amount of algae it may involve 

genetically modified algae that if escape into the enviroment it can be invasive and harmful). The essay demonstrates proper citation of 

sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 1 line 42-44) and (Text 3 line 2-3)]. The 

essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, with an introduction that establishes the 

claim, followed by two body paragraphs of support and a conclusion that refutes the counterclaim and ends with a reaffirmation of the 

claim (Algae should not be used because it provides more problems than positives). The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal 

style, using primarily basic language and structure (One of the main reason as to why algae is not the solution is because algae 

requires a lot of energy and water and This can damage the economy … because of the requirements being high) that is occasionally 

imprecise (concerns on the topic and not set to the needs). The essay demonstrates emerging control of conventions, exhibiting 

occasional errors (numerous amount, Therefore algae, One of the main reason, crops it, a lot but many … is on, avaliability, certian, 

inadvertenly, produce quick, enviroment) that hinder comprehension. 
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