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Anchor Level 3–A 

 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (Algae could be the solution to our energy problems). The essay 

demonstrates some analysis of the texts (So not only does algae have these fatty molecules, but they can be used to produce gas much 

faster, cheaper, and easier), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims (many disagree with the use of 

algae as the solution for our energy problem because many things can go wrong). The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making 

adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (One way in which algae could be a solution … is that it can be 

produced anywhere and Another way in which algae can help solve our energy problem is the fact that algae contains a high amount 

of fatty molecules). The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and 

paraphrased material, identifying two texts but failing to supply line numbers [(Text 1) and (Text 2)] and failing to use quotation marks 

with direct quotes. The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, with an opening 

paragraph that establishes a claim, two paragraphs about the ease of growing algae and of converting it to biofuel, one paragraph 

acknowledging a counterclaim, and a concluding paragraph, reaffirming that the potential use of algae can be a solution to our energy 

problem. The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise and appropriate language and structure (There are many 

benefical outcomes when it comes to using algae as a solution). The essay demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting 

occasional errors (benefical, time while, Algae … they, replacement which, occured, alot, adandonment, outweight) that do not hinder 

comprehension. The essay addresses fewer texts than required by the task and can be scored no higher than a 3. 
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Anchor Level 3–B 

 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (Algae is not the solution to our energy problems). The essay 

demonstrates some analysis of the texts (The use of algae will drain the limited resources which will affect the environment and People 

can save money by using other resources instead of algae), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims 

(However other people believe that algae is a good source to use and So not only are you saving money but you are saving time). The 

essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Algae uses more supplies then 

other natural sources and Algae cost pretty high in consideration that other alternative resources cost less money). The essay 

demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material, failing to 

identify line numbers (As stated in Text 1 and In text 2 it states). The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information to 

create a mostly coherent essay by introducing a claim and two supportive arguments, one focused on algae fuel production’s need for 

phosphorus and water and the other on the financial drawbacks of algae-based fuel, ending with a paragraph that presents an unrefuted 

counterclaim, and no unifying conclusion. The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic language and 

structure (Another example exclaimed and use a less amount) that is sometimes imprecise (The amount of money that goes into algae). 

The essay demonstrates emerging control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (resources the; corn”. Algae; sources which; 

states, …” algae would; petroleum. Other; wasted!; it also suggest; However other; money but) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 3–C 

 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (the concerns of Supply and demand are enough to make a logical 

decision to not continue the use of Bio-diceal from algie). The essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts (This would result with 

high prices and with other fuel sources still avilabe the bio-disal would be dead befor it got started), but insufficiently distinguishes the 

claim from alternate or opposing claims (producing Bio-fuel from algie can be done on wasted space, Space that conventinal 

agriculture could not formally utilize). The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support 

analysis (production of bio-disal from other products such as corn takes less energey and water). The essay demonstrates inconsistent 

citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material (text one line 36 and text 3). The essay 

exhibits some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay, with an introduction that presents the issue of oil 

dependence followed by one paragraph about problems with algae fuel, one paragraph acknowledging a counterclaim, and a final 

paragraph that reaches the conclusion supporting a claim against the use of algae fuel. The essay lacks a formal style, using some 

language that is inappropriate or imprecise (Pro’s & cons are rich in conversations and A mind blowing achivement). The essay 

demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (Algie, cheaper on the pocket, but costely on the enviorment; 

controversal; beggining; resitiance; depand exciding the supple; scientst are; patrliom; belive; clean, renuable) that make 

comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 2–A 

 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (Algae can not be the solution to our energy problems because its too 

expensive and it is using up all of our resources). The essay demonstrates confused and unclear analysis of the texts (This quote 

explains how wealthy people want to use our resources and crops and Even though Alage is based on biofuel), failing to distinguish the 

claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents ideas inaccurately, in an attempt to support analysis (it still uses far more 

energy then regular gas … in text 1 it states “while Alge-Based biofuel May use far less land and have a higher energy yield than other 

biodiesel crops), making use of some evidence that may be irrelevant (wealthy people want to use our resources and crops to create 

gas for the cars). The essay demonstrates little use of citations to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased 

material, citing just one text with no line numbers (In the article tex 1 and in text 1). The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of 

ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay, beginning with a one-sentence claim that contains inaccuracies, followed by a 

paragraph about using up food sources that exhibits further misinterpretation (Alage is based on biofuel) and use of a non-supportive 

quote confusing higher energy use with higher energy yield (it still uses far more energy then regular gas … “while Alge-Based biofuel 

May use far less land and have a higher energy yield than other biodiesel crops). The essay lacks a formal style, using some language 

that is imprecise (the reasons why all use too much gas and Also it is very expense). The essay demonstrates emerging control of 

conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (its for “it’s”; transportaton; what would happen if we use; Corn and soy what; Alge-Based; 

“while Alge … biodiesel crops; prouduct; So there for; Conclution) that hinder comprehension. 



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Jan. ’18 [32]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 2 – B



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Jan. ’18 [33]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 2 – B

Anchor Level 2–B 

 

The essay introduces a claim (Algae could be the answer to our energy problems). The essay demonstrates a confused and unclear 

analysis of the texts (The algea is found in large bags and Under the Clean Air Act that this algae is being treated and how the carbon 

dixoide use power plant with this algea), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents ideas 

inconsistently and inaccurately, in an attempt to support analysis (This planet or unnamed algae is a single-celled form and 

complicated and But engineering is still processing because the government is giving them money). The essay demonstrates proper 

citation of sources when dealing with direct quotes [(text 1, lines 35-36) and (Text 2, lines 1-2)] but there are no citations for 

paraphrased material (Under the Clean Air Act … and They have tried all different hypothesis on this algea and what it can do to help 

our energy problem). The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, with an opening paragraph that states the 

claim, followed by three body paragraphs, each of which lacks in focus and contains loosely connected bits of information and a 

conclusion of generalized commentary (There will be tough times with making the fuel), failing to create a coherent essay. The essay 

lacks a formal style, using some language that is imprecise (planet for “plant”, Algae can be turned in oil-fuel, Unlocking this unnamed 

algea, at a undefiitely pond). The essay demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (scienitists, 

entrepeneurs, theses, people will found a way) that make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 2–C 

 

The essay does not introduce a claim (There are arguments that algae can or can’t can stop our energy probablm). The essay does not 

demonstrate analysis of the texts, mainly summarizing two of the texts (talks about what we can use algae for and talks about what it 

can do). The essay presents ideas inconsistently, in an attempt to support analysis (Another text that talks about what it can do … states 

that most of the oil that we drill out of the ground comes from algae). The essay demonstrates little use of citations to avoid plagiarism 

when paraphrasing material [In the second text and (Text 3, lines 11-12)]. The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and 

information, failing to create a coherent essay, moving from arguments that 3 texts the talk about to some facts from two texts and a 

confused conclusion (It state that we can use algae to make fuel but it might not be enough … the only down fall is it takes a lot of 

energy). The essay lacks a formal style (We have probablms with our fuel is what they say), using some language that is imprecise (can 

or can’t can, the for “that”, lose for “loss” and pum the algae). The essay demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting 

frequent errors (probablm; potental; varioties; fuel. bio desel; sciendest; Putronium; text’s; It state; down fall) that make 

comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 1–A 

 

The essay introduces a claim (Algae could potentially be the solution for energy in the world), but does not demonstrate analysis of the 

texts. The essay presents no evidence from the texts and does not make use of citations. The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of 

ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay, consisting of two introductory paragraphs about solar power, a paragraph 

about creating wind power, and a concluding paragraph stating that green algae would take too long to have a major effect. The essay 

lacks a formal style, using language that is inappropriate (In Scotland where I was born, there are many wind turnbinds) and 

sometimes imprecise (An element that does not require a lot of energy to become excited is in these panels and when it gets enough 

enery the elements shoot out electrons to send power). The essay demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional 

errors (the the Sun’s powerful ommitions, enery, turnbinds, This some thing) that do not hinder comprehension. The essay is a personal 

response, making no reference to the texts, and can be scored no higher than a 1. 
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Anchor Level 1–B 

 

The essay introduces a claim (I think Algae could be the solution to our energy Problems becaus Algae comes from the sun Which 

Comes from energy) but does not demonstrate analysis of the texts. The essay presents no evidence from the texts and does not make 

use of citations. The essay exhibits little organization of ideas and information, consisting of a single sentence which introduces a 

claim. The essay is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.  
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 5 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 5. 

 

 

Practice Paper B – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 3. 

 

 

Practice Paper C – Score Level 2 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. 

 

 

Practice Paper D – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 4. 

 

 

Practice Paper E – Score Level 0 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 0. 
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