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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Mechanics of Rating

Scoring the Multiple–Choice Questions
For this exam all schools must use uniform scannable answer sheets provided by the regional 

scanning center or large-city scanning center. If the student’s responses for the multiple-choice 
questions are being hand scored prior to being scanned, the scorer must be careful not to 
make any marks on the answer sheet except to record the scores in the designated score boxes. 
Marks elsewhere on the answer sheet will interfere with the accuracy of the scanning.

Before scannable answer sheets are machine scored, several samples must be both machine and 
manually scored to ensure the accuracy of the machine-scoring process. All discrepancies must be 
resolved before student answer sheets are machine scored. When machine scoring is completed, a sample of 
the scored answer sheets must be scored manually to verify the accuracy of the machine-scoring process.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Rating of Essay and Response Questions

(1) In training raters to score student essays and responses for each part of the examination, follow the 
procedures outlined below:

Introduction to the Tasks
• Raters read the task and summarize it.
• Raters read the passages or passage and plan a response to the task.
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses.

Introduction to the Rubric and Anchor Papers
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task.
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores (i.e., by matching evidence from the response 

to the language of the rubric and by weighing all qualities equally).
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary. (Note: anchor papers are ordered in pairs 

of high and low within each score level.)

Practice Scoring Individually
• Raters score a set of fi ve practice papers individually. Raters should score the fi ve papers independently 

without looking at the scores provided after the fi ve papers.
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel comfortable enough to move on to actual 

scoring. (Practice papers for Parts 2 and 3 contain score and commentary.)

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay and 
response on the rating sheets provided in the Information Booklet, not directly on the student’s essay or 
response or answer sheet. Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Both the 6-credit essay and the 4-credit response must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be 
necessary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point. Teachers may not score their own 
students’ answer papers. The scoring coordinator will be responsible for coordinating the movement of 
papers, calculating a fi nal score for each student’s essay or response, and recording that information on the 
student’s answer paper.

 Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions on any Regents Exam 
after each question has been rated the required number of times as specifi ed in the rating guide, 
regardless of the fi nal exam score. Schools are required to ensure that the raw scores have been 
added correctly and that the resulting scale score has been determined accurately.
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Anchor Level 6–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (These awards, however, 
are in fact highly beneficial to children in terms of both motivation and development). 

 The essay presents an in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim 
(Knowing that there will be a reward for their hard work whether or not they win, in the end increases 
the chance that children will put serious effort into learning skills, making youth sports all the more 
effective in developing children’s abilities and Because young children are still physically and 
cognitively developing, they must be encouraged to follow the paths that appeal to them most so that 
they will later find satisfaction in their lives) and to distinguish the claim from alternative or opposing 
claims (One common argument against participation awards is that they reward children regardless 
of their total effort or level of success). 
 

COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 
 The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully, making highly effective use of a wide range of specific 

and relevant evidence to support analysis (Put simply, “participation awards and similar accolades 
also give kids the motivation to persevere” and This idea is reinforced in Text 2 which states, 
“participation awards give children tangible evidence of their hard work and thus strengthens their 
resolve”). 

 The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 
and paraphrased material [(Text 2, Lines 16–17) and (Text 1, line 32)].  

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The essay exhibits skillful organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
essay, first introducing the issue and a pro claim, followed by two body paragraphs of support focusing 
on how participation awards can considerably improve youngsters’ motivation and ensure that 
potential future athletes do not become discouraged and a third body paragraph that presents and 
refutes the counterclaim that participation awards may gratify children who may not have truly earned 
any type of victory, concluding with a reiteration of the claim and a summary of argumentation. 

 The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated language and structure (As the 
intended purpose of youth sports is to increase interest and foster basic skills, participation awards 
align with their goals by ensuring that all participants feel that they have made progress in developing 
their own capabilities and Only rewarding the victors in a competition is a decidedly elitist concept 
that should be reserved for higher level competitions where the stakes are higher and all participants 
can reasonably agree that their sole desire is to discover who is the most skilled).  

 
CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The essay demonstrates control of conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 
language. 
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CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (Elementary-age children 
should not receive participation awards in sports, since participation rewards encourage a sense of 
entitlement and complacency, and detract from the lessons learned by losing). 

 The essay demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim 
(Thus, the child driven by a participation award is encouraged to underperform, and the child better 
at the sport may lose their own enthusiasm for the sport when he sees that using less effort can still 
get him an award and We may want children to feel self-confidence in winning, but creating artificial 
experiences for them to feel what it’s like to be a winner makes for less chances to teach the lessons 
of losing) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Those who disagree with 
taking away participation awards believe in providing children with this self-confidence and “love for 
the sport”).  

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully, making highly effective use of a wide range of specific 
and relevant evidence to support analysis (“When children see that they can earn recognition and 
praise merely by participating, they begin to lose the motivation to be outstanding” and with “children 
coming to identify privileges and praise as their rights”). 

 The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 
and paraphrased material [(Text 4, line 52)] and [(Text 3, line 19)]. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The essay exhibits skillful organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
essay, with an opening paragraph that introduces the topic and the claim, followed by two supportive 
paragraphs that focus on how participation awards cause young athletes to feel entitled and not put in 
the effort to achieve their best and how they can detract from the benefits of losing, a paragraph that 
presents and refutes the counterclaims based on building self-confidence and the age of participants, 
and a conclusion that reiterates the claim and generalizes about how giving awards to the highest 
achievers can lead to pride in real accomplishment. 

 The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated language and structure (This 
sense of entitlement makes children feel that by attending their sport and doing the bare minimum, 
they can, and should, receive an award and While as a child most of us were sheltered from the storm 
that is the real world, athletics should have given us a glimpse, free from the temporary protection of 
participation awards), despite briefly fluctuating into first person point of view in the introductory 
paragraph (Looking back at my own participation awards, I have realized how little they meant to me.) 

 
CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The essay demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors [showing up; and on 
a; sports, since; rights.”(Text 2, line 33) This; sport, isn’t it; strong” (text 3, line 19) but] only when 
using sophisticated language.  
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CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (Participation trophies are 
crucial rewards to give young athletes because they boost their confidence, motivate them to stay 
active, and prepares them for their future). 

 The essay demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim 
(The child-obesity rate in the U.S. is unacceptably high, and that is due to unhealthy diet and inactivity. 
Giving out awards to young kids for playing a sport will motivate more kids to play and These small 
awards mean a lot to kids and will motivate them… It will help them want to work harder) and to 
distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Many people argue that children won’t learn 
growth from their failures, if they receive trophies just for playing a sport). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence 
to support analysis (“participation trophies remind young kids that they are part of something, and 
may help build enthusiasm to return for another season” and “instilling personal pride in these 
students is a vital component of preparing them for success in the real world”).  

 The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 
and paraphrased material [(Text 3, Lines 12–13) and (Text 2, Line 6–7)], although the line reference in 
the first citation is slightly off [(Text 1, Lines 13–14) should be (Text 1, Lines 12–14)]. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
essay, with an opening paragraph that introduces a claim supporting the awarding of participation 
trophies, followed by a paragraph that focuses on child-obesity and the need to maintain physical 
activity, adding a second body paragraph that centers on depression and the low self-confidence felt 
by some children and promotes the power of trophies to improve children’s self-confidence. A third 
body paragraph presents and refutes a counterclaim that focuses on the idea that children won’t learn 
growth from their failures, and a concluding paragraph that reinforces the claim that participation 
trophies benefit children (some hardware … makes it all worth while).  

 The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent and precise language and sound 
structure (However, there’s a way to turn competitive nature into success and take failure out of 
children’s minds and Even though participation trophies may not teach young athletes to learn from 
their mistakes and failures, they make everyone a winner).  

 
CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The essay demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (prepares; enthusiased; 
failures, if; that, just) only when using sophisticated language. 
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CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (Elementary-age children 
should not recieve participation awards in sports because then they won’t play/grow to their full 
potential). 

 The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim 
(Children…need to learn that sucess takes effort and Kids are becoming too confident just because 
they showed up to play … Kids need to learn what earning a reward means. The hard work…can be 
humbling) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Some people think that 
children should recieve participation awards to help boost their confidence and the constant praise 
can breed over confidence). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence 
to support analysis (“Understanding the difference between winning and losing is a wildly important 
life lesson” and “Nonstop recognition does not inspire children to succeed. Instead, it can cause them 
to underachieve”).  

 The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 
and paraphrased material [(Text 1, line 31) and (Text 2, lines 8, 9, & 10)]. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
essay, with an introductory paragraph that presents the claim which opposes the handing out of 
participation trophies to all kids, followed by a body paragraph that focuses on the negative effects of 
participation trophies (If every child gets a participation trophy for playing a sport then potential is 
limited), a second body paragraph that acknowledges and refutes the counterclaim (If a child is 
constantly rewarded for mediocracy, why would that child feel the need to accel?), and a concluding 
paragraph that summarizes the argument (Elementary-age children should not recieve participation 
trophies for playing a sport because they limit children’s potential). 

 The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise and appropriate language and 
structure (Children can learn this lesson early on by playing sports and realizing that someone wins 
and someone loses, but they won’t learn this lesson by recieving a trophy everytime they step on the 
field and Learning the difference between winning and losing is an important life lesson every kid 
should learn, even if it does impact confidence) although there are lapses in formality (play/grow), 
possibly for effect (It’s a bummer).  
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 The essay demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (contravertial; win 

so; recieve; sucessful; everytime; minamum; a child…they; accel) that do not hinder comprehension.  
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CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Although many feel that participation 
trophies are helpful to keep kids playing the sport, ultimately they are detrimental to the mentality of 
young kids). 

 The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the 
claim (This sends the wrong message for kids as that is not the way that life operates and This shows 
that the awards are harmful to the mentality of children who never feel the need to push themselves to 
get rewards) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (They are to encourage 
kids to keep playing as they promise a reward for all of their work). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support 
analysis (“In the real world, you aren’t rewarded if you don’t contribute something special” and In 
the text 4, the author states “why bother learning problem solving skills, when there are never any 
obstacles to begin with?”). 

 The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 
and paraphrased material [(Text 3, Line 16–17) and (Text 4, Line 33–34)]. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, first 
introducing the claim and counterclaim, followed by a paragraph that presents the counterclaim which 
focuses on the benefits of participation trophies, then two paragraphs that discuss the detrimental 
effects of giving participation trophies, ending with a summative conclusion (Ultimately, I feel that 
participation awards are bad as they make the wrong impressions upon impressionable kids). 

 The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent and precise language and structure 
(This is never fun, and some kids will lose interest due to the lack of success. That’s where participation 
trophies come in and This shows that the awards are harmful to the mentality of children who never 
feel the need to push themselves to get rewards).  
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 
 The essay demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (however feel, line 16–

17, trophies … it, kids … you) only when using sophisticated language. 
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CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (Elementary students should still 
receive participation awards), which develops precision through the course of the text 
(Participation awards should still be kept around. They are meaningfull lessons for youth players 
and reminders of their early years). 

 The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the 
claim (A participation award can install a sense of achievement in a child, increasing their drive 
to be better and These awards can teach important life long lessons for children) and to distinguish 
the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Some say “no one is going to simply hand you the life 
you want, you need to work hard to get the rewards you desire” … Although this is true, children 
shouldn’t have to worry about matters like this yet. They should be allowed to be happy and feel 
accomplished). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to 
support analysis (the author states that there are “a number of children who are never sure of 
themselves” so giving them something to be proud about helps “…them for success in the real 
world” and “Participation trophies tell them that what matters is showing up for practice, learning 
the rules”).  

 The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with 
direct quotes and paraphrased material, citing sources [(Text 1) and (Text 3)], but omitting line 
numbers. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, 
with an introductory paragraph that states a pro claim, followed by a paragraph that presents and 
refutes the counterclaim that the trophies should stop being given, followed by two paragraphs of 
support focusing on the confidence building and lessons gained that participation awards 
encourage, and a conclusion that reiterates the claim and notes that these trophies are reminders of 
their early years. 

 The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic language and 
structure (Participation awards teach children something and Participation awards should still be 
kept around) that is sometimes inexact (Participation awards increase morality and confidence in 
themselves and install for “instill”).  

 
CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The essay demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (necassarily; 
accomplished, these; child … their; poorly, they; trophies”, they; mean something for kids; 
kids…you…they, meaningfull) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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