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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 3 – A 

Anchor Level 3–A 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (There is no reason to have structured recess. Kids need to have free 

recess so they can expand their minds and become their own person). The essay demonstrates some analysis of Text 2 (They are 

growing congnitivly by thinking outside of the box to form new games and are problem solving how to fix conflicts and By improving 

and growing in these four areas our children are expanding their minds), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or 

opposing claims (And in the game of kickball there is no room for imagination). The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate 

use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Through free play kids can expand their mind intellectually, congnitivly, 

emotionally, and socially and They can use things such as sticks, rocks, dirt and leaves to create anything they want in their mind). The 

essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with paraphrased material [(Text 2, lines 22–24) and 

(Text 2, lines 34–38)]. The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay, first 

introducing a claim, then presenting two supportive body paragraphs focusing on how free play is an important part of a childs 

development (They are growing and improving in all four of those areas and Free play encourages independence), concluding with a 

brief summation. The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic language and structure (Keep free 

play so our future children can learn to do things on their own and Free play is the only way to go). The essay demonstrates partial 

control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (child … their, part to a young childs day, congnitivly, their mind) that do not 

hinder comprehension. The essay addresses fewer texts than required by the task and can be scored no higher than a 3. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 3 – B 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 3 – C 
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Anchor Level 3–C 

The essay introduces a claim (I feel It should stay like the good old resses). The essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts 

(meaning you can do whatever you would like to weather it be playing games, talking to your friends, or just catching up on homework 

and I agree because recess will almost be like a second gym class in stead of free time), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from 

alternate or opposing claims (Having a structured recess doesn’t let you talk about gossip to your friends or catch up on Homework, 

your forced to play games). The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis [I 

agree with (Text 1) were the article states “recess … belongs to the child” and (Tex 4) States that … one of the kids asked “why do I 

have to go through this everyday with you?]. The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing 

with direct quotes and paraphrased material by omitting line numbers [(Text 4) and (Text 1)] and misidentifying the phrase “free time” 

from Text 2 as being from Text 3. The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay 

with an introduction that defines and states the difference between structured and unstructured play and establishes a claim, followed 

by a single body paragraph of support that focuses on why kids … would prefer un-structured recess more, and concludes with a 

reaffirmation of the claim (Without having a structured recess kids get to enjoy recess instead of viewing it as a second gym class). The 

essay lacks a formal style, using language that is inappropriate (you can hang out and good old resses) and imprecise (play games by a 

“resses coach” and were the article states). The essay employs usage of the second person throughout. The essay demonstrates 

emerging control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (schools has; Its when; class. So instad; friends you; doesnt; Homework; 

your forced; “why … you? Showing) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–A 

The essay introduces a claim that is somewhat contradictory (I feel as if schools should be allowed to have School recess structured 

play because kids need to have their own time). The essay demonstrates a confused and unclear analysis of the texts (Other people 

don’t see a point in Recess or should I say “some” but in my opinion kids need it), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or 

opposing claims. The essay presents ideas inconsistently and inaccurately, in an attempt to support analysis (basically in the opinion of 

the head “boss” in that school, kids don’t deserve a recess), making use of some evidence that may be irrelevant (Recess has an good 

and a bad, but what in life doesn’t?). The essay demonstrates little use of citations to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 

and paraphrased material, making reference only to the title of one source (In the text “Forget Goofing around: Recess has a new 

boss”). The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay, by first presenting a 

claim that is contradictory, then focusing on stress in the school environment, and concluding with a good and a bad aspect of recess. 

The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is imprecise (They’ve got to give their mind an ease. Having over powered 

stress on your back can lead to unhealthy issues). The essay demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors (Recess or; 

“some” but; Everyone … their; boss” basically; do work, interact) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 2 – B 

Anchor Level 2–B 

The essay introduces a claim (I think that is should not be an unstructured play). The essay demonstrates a confused (text 3 It 

disagree’s with the Idea of recess … One reason … Is there not Enough hours In the day the teachers dont get through there lesson) 

and unclear (It also takes away some of the complaints teachers use against recess) analysis of the texts, failing to distinguish the claim 

from alternate or opposing claims (I could see why people would disagres and this text gives some great reasons … kids have to know 

that Everything Is not play time). The essay presents ideas inconsistently and inaccurately (text 3 its another reason benifiting recess by 

coming up with organize recess programs which make it much easier for teachers to get more class instruction), in an attempt to 

support analysis, making use of some evidence that may be irrelevant (make it much easier for teachers … prepare for class instrution 

because the staff would be monstoring the kids). The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources (In text 1 and In text 3) to 

avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material, inaccurately copying text. The essay exhibits inconsistent 

organization of ideas and information, beginning by questioning the concept of unstructured play to introduce the claim and supporting 

the claim with textual evidence in the introduction but then supporting “benifiting recess” in a first body paragraph and then devoting a 

paragraph to Text 3 and its disagreement “with the Idea of recess.” The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is 

inappropriate (I Feel I think and I think recess is great) and imprecise (benifiting recess by coming up and there for “their”). The essay 

demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors (arguement; that is should; states that Older; student; Next; benifiting; It 

disagree’s; For children I) that make comprehension difficult. 

Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — June ’17 [36] 



Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 2 – C 

Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — June ’17 [37] 



 

 

   

  

 

   

  

 

    

      

     

   

Anchor Level 2–C 

The essay introduces a claim (Well they should not agree for structured play because it’s no fun). The essay demonstrates a confused 

and unclear analysis of the texts (Showing two evidence on – why we should not have structrued play, and another evidence showing 

why we should have structred play shows to different reasons), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The 

essay presents little evidence from the texts beyond an assessment of the fun, or lack thereof, associated with recess (It more fun not to 

have structre play and Having a structred play is not fun). The essay does not make use of citations. The essay exhibits inconsistent 

organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay, first addressing the task and stating a claim, then providing a 

second paragraph that suggests the inclusion of evidence but does not provide it, instead focusing on general statements about play. A 

concluding sentence supports the claim. The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is imprecise (their for “there,” know 

for “now,” to for “two,” It more fun, it free). The essay demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors (Well they, agree for, 

two evidence, boring and, its better) and various spellings of “structured” that make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 1 – A 

Anchor Level 1–A 

The essay introduces a claim (School recess should not be structured play. Recess is a time for students to go outside and play how 

they want to play), but does not demonstrate analysis of the texts. The essay presents no evidence from the texts and does not make use 

of citations. The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay by first stating the claim, 

then providing personal opinions and examples in support of the claim (I never liked gym because it felt like forced play I was only 

doing for a grade, but I liked recess at lunch because I wasn’t being forced to participate if I didn’t want to), and concluding with a 

paragraph consisting of one sentence that reiterates the claim and acknowledges the presence of a counterclaim. The essay establishes 

but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic language and structure (If my recess time was structured and I was forced to 

play if I wasn’t interested in the game, it would feel like every other gym period I had). The essay demonstrates partial control of 

conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (school and every, play I, doing for) that do not hinder comprehension. The essay is a 

personal response, making no reference to the texts, and can be scored no higher than a 1. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 1 – B 

Anchor Level 1–B 

The essay introduces a claim (Kids should not be structured and Kids should do what they want to do recess). The essay demonstrates 

confused and unclear analysis of the text (I pick no cause one kid may not know how to play that sport or the kid might get really hurt), 

failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents little to no evidence from the texts and does not 

make use of citations. The essay is minimal, making assessment of organization, language, and conventions unreliable. 
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Part 2 – Practice Paper – A 
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Part 2 – Practice Paper – B 
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Part 2 – Practice Paper – C 
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Part 2 – Practice Paper – C 
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Part 2 – Practice Paper – E 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practice Paper A – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 4. 

Practice Paper B – Score Level 2 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. 

Practice Paper C – Score Level 5 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 5. 

Practice Paper D – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 3. 

Practice Paper E – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 4. 
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