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Anchor Level 4–A 

The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea [The explorer conveys that the destruction of the Endurance (the ship that was 

more than just his “floating home”) was heartbreaking] and a writing strategy (The explorer extensively develops his main theme 

through the use of figurative language, primarily Personification) that clearly establish the criteria for analysis. The response 

demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of figurative language to develop the central idea (This personification shows 

how the explorer feels the pain of his ship “dying” and This goes to show that at the moment at which his ship was destroyed, it was as 

if a loved one was being gunned down). The response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and 

relevant evidence to support analysis (The explorer states that it was in the ship that he had “centered ambitions, hopes, and desires” 

and the explorer personifies the cause of destruction: the floes. He refers to the event as “the attack of the ice”). The response exhibits 

logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent response by first introducing a central idea that focuses 

on how the explorer was greatly disturbed by the tragedy and then presenting a writing strategy and demonstrating how the use of 

figurative language successfully reached the audience and conveyed his feelings. The response establishes and maintains a formal style, 

using precise language and sound structure (The explorer gives the ship human qualities to illustrate the importance of the Endurance 

in his life and heart and The explorer also refers to the ship as “her” or “she”). The response demonstrates control of conventions 

with infrequent errors (primarily Personification). 

Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — June ’17 [55] 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – B 

Anchor Level 4–B 

The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (He details their current predicament and records the circumstances that had led 

up to their detrimental situation. However, throughout the entire piece, there is that lingering hope and perseverance to trudge 

forward) and a writing strategy (Through strong diction, the explorer conveys that underlying sense of hope in his journal to maybe 

make it home alive with his crew and expresses that if they don’t, they at least tried) that clearly establish the criteria for analysis. The 

response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of diction to develop the central idea (he utilizes diction that personifies 

their ship. By using phrases such as “straining and groaning” and “her wounds gaping,” the author highlights the end of their ship as 

a death and Although the challenges that await them will test their strength, they will venture forward). The response presents ideas 

clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (the explorer augments his 

explanation of the disaster by stating, “I cannot describe the impression of the relentless destruction that was forced upon me” and He 

utilizes phrases such as “long and strenous” to describe the current journey ahead. He states that the journey they are about to 

embarck on is going to be exceptionally difficult yet they are still going to try their absolute hardest to make it to safety with no lives 

lost). The response exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent response, first introducing 

and explaining a central idea and writing strategy, then discussing how the explorer utilizes descriptive diction to establish the severity 

of their predicament and his perseverance to trudge on even though the odds are against them, and concluding with a summative 

paragraph (That unwavering hope for the future is one of humankinds greatest assets that aids us through the darkest of times as it did 

for the South Pole explorer). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure (He 

details their current predicament and records the circumstances that had led up to their detrimental situation) The response 

demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (one … They, him and his crew, strenous, embarck, probility, 

humankinds) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 3–A 

The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea and a writing strategy that clearly establish the criteria for analysis (The language 

used helps convey a dismal yet hopeful tone in this piece which greatly helps to develop the central idea of perserverance even through 

the worst conditions). The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of tone to develop the central idea (The 

language used in this excerpt creates a dismal tone with the destruction of the ship but then shifts towards a more hopeful tone when 

disscussing the future. These tones help the reader to identify the central theme of perserverance even in the worst of times). The 

response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (the description of the ship breaking in 

the ice uses language such as “sickening sensation”, “relentless destruction” and “annihilating” which paints a dismal picture and 

conveys a dismal tone and the tone later in the piece, turns hopeful … with language such as “good morale”, “trust” and “safety”). The 

response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response, first identifying the writing strategy 

and the central idea, then addressing the dismal tone and then changing to one of hope when the author is dicussing the future, and 

concluding with a recognition of the author’s concern for the safety of his crew and a reiteration of the writing strategy and central 

theme. The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (It can also be noted that the ship 

is called the Endurance which is exactly what the crew will need to make it to safety). The response demonstrates partial control of 

conventions with occasional errors (sickening sensation”; piece, turns; crew he; ground”.; disscussing) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – B 

Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — June ’17 [61] 



 

 

 

  

     

     

  

 

   

     

     

   

   

   

    

 

Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – B 

Anchor Level 3–B 

The response introduces a clear central idea (The central idea of this text is that the narrator undergoes the struggle of loosing his ship, 

along with his hopes, desires, and ambition) and a writing strategy (The author uses the literary element of point of view, in order to 

develop this central idea) that establish the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use 

of point-of-view to develop the central idea (Point of view helps develop the central idea of this text, because it gives the reader an 

idea of what the narrator is going through). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to 

support analysis, using a quote from the text to illustrate how extreme the destruction of the ship is and the extent of the hardship that 

the narrator goes through and a second quote to support how the narrator still copes with the struggle. The response exhibits 

acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response, first identifying the central idea and a literary element, 

then addressing the hardships the narrator faces and suggesting a focus on how he chooses to deal with the unfortunate circumstances, 

and ending with reference to the narrator’s desire to help the people surrounding him and himself as he deals with this fatal situation. 

The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (Despite this difficult situation he is in, 

the narrator still copes with the struggle). The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (loosing; 

view, in order; text, because; himself. it) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – C 

Anchor Level 3–C 

The response introduces a clear central idea (The central idea of this excerpt was Hope. The excerpt teaches us that we must never give 

up on our dreams) and a writing strategy (symbolism) that establish the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates a superficial 

analysis of the author’s use of symbolism to develop the central idea (The Endurance ship was a symbol for the means to the dream). 

The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (We understand that the author 

depended on the ship in lines 8–10 “To a sailor his ship is more … I had centered ambitions, hopes, and desires” and We see how the 

explorer’s journey is abruptly stopped. In lines 11–13 we see that the ship has given and had to be abandoned). The response exhibits 

acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response by introducing the writing strategy and the central idea, 

followed by a paragraph that illustrates examples of symbolism and then changing emphasis on hope (Then he realizes its not the end 

because he is still alive) and ending with a reiteration of the central idea and writing strategy (The author was able to develop the 

central idea through symbolism. The ship’s death was merely an obstacle that the author had to overcome in order to achieve the 

dream). The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic, inappropriate (Have you ever done something hard … and felt 

so close to giving up? and We should be able to brush ourselves off and start back up) and imprecise (the South explorers and he still 

has another chance to retry his dream). The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (felt, they; 

they had forced to; because after all they; its not; alive, he) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–A 

The response introduces a central idea (The central idea of the text was perseverance and determination in terms of survival) and a 

writing strategy (One literary element that emphasizes the central idea is imagery). The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of 

the author’s use of imagery to develop the central idea (In the diary he states “To-night the temprature has dropped … and most of the 

men are cold and uncomfertable.” This shows that the had to suffer through harsh conditions). The response presents ideas 

inadequately and inaccurately by misquoting the text and providing an incorrect example of imagery in an attempt to support analysis 

(Another example of imagery is “the destruction and abandoment is no sudden shock”). The response exhibits acceptable organization 

of ideas and information to create a coherent response with one paragraph that introduces a central idea and establishes a context for 

the crew’s determination to survive and a second paragraph that is devoted to the writing strategy, employing two quotes as proposed 

examples of that strategy and an explanation of each quote. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and 

imprecise (they made it to where they were headed, the had to suffer, and goes back to). The response demonstrates partial control of 

conventions with occasional errors (ice they; surivie; temprature; abandoment … shock.” which shows) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–B 

The response introduces a central idea (One central Idea In this story is that no matter what happens you can’t think about yourself you 

have to think what is at risk) and two writing strategies (The authors tone in this story is he is brave and he also uses conflict in this 

story). The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of conflict to develop the central idea (The sailor knows 

whats gonna happen, his ship is sinking) but does not refer to tone specifically. The response presents ideas inconsistently and 

inadequately in an attempt to support analysis, consisting mainly of plot summary, with no direct reference to conflict in the discussion 

(During this expedition he is going through some Icebergs which damages the ship), making use of some evidence that may be 

irrelevant (and probably owner of this ship). There is no discussion of tone. The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas 

and information, providing an opening paragraph which refers to the author’s use of tone and conflict and references a central idea (no 

matter what happens you can’t think about yourself you have to think what is at risk), a second paragraph that deals mainly with plot 

summary, and a final paragraph that discusses the brave sailor (He thanked them for evrything they have done for him he should them 

their gratitude), failing to create a coherent response. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is inappropriate (the sailor 

isn’t dumb and he wasn’t gonna) and imprecise (he should them). The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with 

some errors (authors tone; Icebergs; abadoning; upons; ground” in other words the old him; about himself he thought) that hinder 

comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–C 

The response introduces a central idea (Never give up and planing can always help) and a writing strategy (it is showed throgh conflict 

human vs fate or human vs nature). The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of conflict to develop the 

central idea (This guy that had planned for an exploration to the Anartica had thought ahead). The response presents ideas 

inadequately and inaccurately in an attempt to support analysis (It had been stuck twice in the mist of ice onec prior to october 27 and 

on october 27). The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, with one paragraph that introduces multiple 

central ideas and a writing strategy, a body paragraph that attempts to discuss the central idea of planning with some evidence that is 

inaccurate (he kew that the ship might break do to its old … body) and a single quote from the text that is insufficiently copied (well in 

advance, The men and dogs … without a hitch), and a conclusion with a single sentence that restates one of the central ideas and says it 

was shown by the writing strategy. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic and imprecise (I the text and This 

guy). The response demonstrates a lack of control of conventions with frequent errors (exccerpt; there is Many; elemenents but; 

incedant; itish showed throgh conflict human, boat. cracking; abanding ship incase) that make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – A 

Anchor Level 1–A 

The response introduces a writing strategy (personification), but demonstrates a minimal analysis of the author’s use of personification 

(This personification shows how much he truely values this ship) to develop the central idea. The response presents ideas inadequately 

in an attempt to support analysis (In the story he uses personification when he says “Her timbers crackig and her wounds gaping, she 

is slowly giving up her sentient life at the very outside of her career”). The response is minimal, making assessment of coherence, 

organization, style, and conventions unreliable. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – B 

Anchor Level 1–B 

The response introduces a central idea that is personal in nature (Throughout our lives we go through a journy to find who we truely 

are), with no analysis of the author’s use of a writing strategy to develop the central idea. The response presents no evidence from the 

text beyond a vague reference to the idea of explorer. The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create 

a coherent response, consisting of one paragraph that describes how we go on a journy as we grow to discover ourselves. The response 

establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (We often question what our purpose in this world 

is). The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (journy, truely, real but) that do not hinder 

comprehension. The response can be scored no higher than a 1 since it is a personal response. 



Part 3 – Practice Paper – A 
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – A 



Part 3 – Practice Paper – B 
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C 



Part 3 – Practice Paper – D 
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – D 
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – D 



Part 3 – Practice Paper – E 
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 3 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. 

Practice Paper B – Score Level 1 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1. 

Practice Paper C – Score Level 2 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2. 

Practice Paper D – Score Level 4 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4. 

Practice Paper E – Score Level 3 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. 
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Map to the Common Core Learning Standards
 

Regents Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core)
 

June 2017 


Question Type Credit Weight Standard 

1 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 

2 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

3 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 

4 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

5 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 

6 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

7 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 

8 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

9 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 

10 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

11 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 

12 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 

13 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 

14 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 

15 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 

16 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 

17 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 

18 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 

19 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 

20 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

21 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 

22 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 

23 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

24 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 

Part 2 

Argument 

Essay 

Essay 6 4 

RI.1–6&10(11–12) 

W.1, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 

Part 3 

Expository 

Response 

Response 4 2 

RI.1–6&10(11–12) 

W.2, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the June 2017 Regents 
Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core) will be posted on the Department’s 
web site at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on the day of the examination. 
Conversion charts provided for previous administrations of the Regents Examination 
in English Language Arts (Common Core) must NOT be used to determine students’ 
final scores for this administration. 

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department 
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development 

process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for 
teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the 
evaluation form are as follows: 

1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm. 

2. Select the test title. 

3. Complete the required demographic fields. 

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided. 

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form. 
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