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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4–A 
 
The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea and a writing strategy (Finnegan uses metaphor to 
convey the central idea that surfing is a highly emotional discipline) that clearly establishes the criteria for 
analysis. The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of metaphor to develop the 
central idea (Here, Finnegan is employing metaphor by saying that those two experiences literally are the 
same. Of course, they are not, but the comparison … provides a frame of reference that readers can use to 
better understand how surfing can act as an emotional outlet and Though no one on the beach is literally 
starring in a movie, they are described as such … to show how surfing can be a self-centered experience). 
The response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant 
evidence to support analysis (“Riding a serious wave is for an accomplished surfer what playing, say, 
Chopin’s Polonaise in F-Sharp Minor might be for an accomplished pianist,” says the narrator and the 
narrator states that “Everyone out there is starring in his own movie”). The response exhibits logical 
organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent response, first introducing a central 
idea and the writing strategy of metaphor, followed by a paragraph that cites two metaphors from the text 
and explains how they allow the author to help his readers better understand what surfing is like 
emotionally, and ending with a concluding paragraph that restates the author’s intent and strategy (To 
conclude, Finnegan’s usage of metaphor in “Playing Doc’s Games” conveys the central idea that the 
sport of surfing can be a deeply emotional activity). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, 
using precise language and sound structure (Describing the emotional reaction of this stranger, he reflects 
upon how he, too, often finds surfing to be an emotionally intense experience). The response demonstrates 
control of conventions with infrequent errors (describes using … language the and tumultuos). 
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Anchor Level 4–B 
 
The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (The central idea presented in the text is the idea of 
respect for others and adhering to unwritten code) and a writing strategy (To develop this central idea, the 
author mainly uses the setting of the beach). The response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the 
author’s use of setting to develop the central idea (This sense of pride in oneself and pride in one’s actions 
is directly associated with the adherence to an unwritten code of mutual respect between surfers and 
Because the setting of a beach with good waves acts as a stress reliever for so many, being respectful of 
one another and being socially aware as a surfer is extremely important). The response presents ideas 
clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (The 
central idea began to develop when the narrator noticed a surfer struggling to ride a wave and The central 
idea is hammered home by the narrator by discussing respect in a surfing line; essentially, you must know 
your place in line based on your skill level). The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and 
information to create a coherent response, first introducing the central idea and writing strategy, followed 
by a paragraph that focuses on how the Ocean Beach setting has a swell that attracted an abnormally large 
amount of surfers and can be treated as a microcosm that encourages an atmosphere of both social and self 
awareness as well as respectfulness, and concluding with a summation (The central idea that unwritten 
codes must be learned and adhered to is characterized by the setting of surfing at Ocean Beach due to the 
specific decorum you must uphold as a surfer at serious surfing locations). The response establishes and 
maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (Furthermore, the idea of respect is 
portrayed by the narrator through the example of talking to strangers while surfing) with some 
imprecision (amount for “number”; principality for “principle”, you should not talk too much, or none of 
the other surfers will respect you). The response demonstrates control of conventions with infrequent 
errors (narrator … their and day sometime). 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 3 – A

Anchor Level 3–A 
 
The response introduces a clear central idea and a writing strategy (Finnegan uses diction to express that 
surfers and surf culture value humbleness and humility) that establish the criteria for analysis. The 
response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of diction to develop the central idea (He 
particulary uses the word “delicate” to show that the crowds are sensitive and do not wish to be bothered 
and This idea is furthered when Finnegan uses the word “inflict” to show that bragging or discussing the 
waves one surfed is generally frowned upon). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate 
use of relevant evidence to support analysis (Finnegan … wanted to talk about the beauty he saw … He 
says he’s unable to because “A surf crowd is a delicate social unit…” and He talks about the unwritten 
rules and how “garrulity among strangers there were correspondingly firm”). The response exhibits 
acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response, with an introductory 
paragraph that presents the central idea and the writing strategy, followed by a second paragraph that 
focuses on two examples of diction by analyzing the word choices delicate and inflict, and a third 
paragraph that discusses the use of the words garrulity and firm (Finnegan uses the word “garrulity” first 
to establish that talking is kept miminal as to respect the surfers. He also uses the word “firm” to show 
that these rules were set in place), and concluding with a summative statement (Through diction Finnegan 
is able to show that surfers value respect of eachother and humility). The response establishes and 
maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (Finnegan talks about the finer details 
of surfing and its social aspects that go unnoticed and of for “towards”). The response demonstrates 
control of conventions with infrequent errors (particulary, miminal, eachother). 
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Anchor Level 3–B 
 
The response introduces a clear central idea (It takes special skills to ride a serious wave) and a writing 
strategy (One writing strategy Finnegan uses to support this central idea is imagery) that establish the 
criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of imagery to 
develop the central idea (He creates a picture … meaning, there will be hardships and doubts and This 
imagery emphasizes that a person can do almost anything, risks and the right knowledge are an important 
aspect of that). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to 
support analysis (“a surfer I didn’t recognize … fought to keep his balance as the wave, which was about 
twice his height, jacked and began to pitch” and Another example is “The most revealing moment is the 
pullout, the end of a ride, which usually provokes a mixed grimace of relief, distress, elation, and 
dissatisfaction”). The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a 
coherent response, with an opening paragraph that introduces the central idea and the writing strategy of 
imagery and presents an analysis of two examples of how imagery shows skillful surfing, followed by a 
second paragraph that further exemplifies this idea (This shows how hard it is and all), and a concluding 
paragraph that reinforces and sums up the central idea (This backs up the central idea that surfing takes 
special skills). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and 
structure (once one keeps trying, they will find achievements), although occasional informal phrases (This 
shows how hard it is and all) and some imprecision (tide for “wave”) are present. The response 
demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (passage is:; doubts but; risks and the 
right knowledge are an … aspect; tide, it; oppurtunities) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 3–C 
 
The response introduces a central idea (the author William Finnegan showed how a surfer really feels 
compared to what others assume) and a writing strategy (through juxtaposition). The response 
demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of juxtaposition to develop the central idea (Through 
juxtaposition, Finnegan showed a comparison between the feelings of a surfer. Non-surfers believe that 
surfing is a relaxing thing). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant 
evidence to support analysis (“The assumption, common among non-surfers, that riding waves is a 
slaphappy, lighthearted business—fun in the sun” and “Even in unchallenging waves, the faces of surfers 
as they ride become terrible masks of fear, frustration, anger”). The response exhibits acceptable 
organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response, with an introductory paragraph that 
implies a central idea and introduces the writing strategy of juxtaposition, followed by a second paragraph 
that compares the attitudes of surfers and non-surfers using two supporting quotes and a concluding 
paragraph consisting of a one-sentence summation (Finnegan put these … next to each other, juxtaposing 
them so readers can truly see the difference between non-surfers and surfers). The response establishes 
and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (However, people who surf disagree 
with this assumption) with some imprecision (these two important information). The response 
demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (Finnegan showed … what others 
assume through juxtaposition, comparison between … a surfer, line 40–41) that do not hinder 
comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–A 
 
The response introduces a clear central idea (Sports can always be competive and frusturating expsially 
when you are really trying your hardest and still failing) and a writing strategy (You can see the main 
characters point of view through his watching people from a distance knowing how they are feeling while 
surfing) that establish the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the 
author’s use of point of view to develop the central idea (The main character has had exsperience like this 
befere and see’s it … and understands the frustration a surfer goes through and Just watching the surfers 
exspressions the main character can tell exactally what they are feeling). The response presents ideas 
inadequately in an attempt to support analysis by including one generalized and paraphrased statement of 
evidence from the text (With the main charaters exsperence they know that all the stories everyone hears 
about surfing just being fun in the sun … is false because its actually quit stressful). The response exhibits 
inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent response, consisting of one 
paragraph of predominantly generalized statements that transitions from the main character and his 
understanding of other surfers’ frustrations to a final comment about the people on the Beach and how 
there aggression really shows. The response lacks a formal style (You can see), using language that is 
basic and imprecise (quit for “quite” and Seeing all the people on the Beach trying to do there aggression 
really shows). The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors (competive; 
expsially; characters point; distance knowing; character … they; exsperience; see’s; a surfer … they; 
surfers exspressions the; its actually; the Beach) that hinder comprehension.  
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – B
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Anchor Level 2–B 
 
The response introduces a central idea in the final sentence (the moral of the story you don’t have to 
anything you don’t want to do) and a writing strategy (The literary element that is brought up is setting 
because they are set on the beach). The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of 
setting to develop the central idea (so that’s where they would always like to go and surf the biggest waves. 
But they’re really dangerous … But they do it anyways). The response presents ideas inadequately and 
inaccurately (They All like to surf and they go to a beach in Califorina … and they have the biggest waves 
in the country and they get attacked by 2 diving birds and they need to get back to shore so he starts 
Peddling back and gets back safely) in an attempt to support analysis. The response exhibits inconsistent 
organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent response, with an introductory paragraph 
that presents the writing strategy of setting and a body paragraph that contains two attempts at support of 
an implied central idea that does not appear until the final paragraph. The response lacks a formal style, 
using language that is basic and imprecise (The literary element that is brought up and setting is to show 
how the story is set up and the moral of the story you don’t have to anything). The response demonstrates 
emerging control of conventions with some errors (excerpt … they are; Califorina; Ocean beach; country 
so; waves … could get hurt. But; they need … he starts) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – C
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Anchor Level 2–C 
 
The response introduces a confused central idea (The central idea in Playing Doc’s game is in most 
California surf spots which is ocean beach are safety raided) and a writing strategy (One conflict is when 
he noticed a surfer struggling). The response offers no analysis of the author’s use of conflict to develop 
the central idea. The response presents ideas inadequately and inaccurately (safety raided and this 
narrators is talking about his experence of surfing for the first time), making use of some evidence that is 
irrelevant (As he fought to keep his balance … he managed to steer it, though and then put into the next 
section and set a high line across a long green wall). The response exhibits inconsistent organization of 
ideas and information, failing to create a coherent response, consisting of one paragraph stating an unclear 
central idea and a series of loosely connected sentences which include a writing strategy that does not 
support the central idea. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is basic, inappropriate (And 
how the vibe was at the ocean Beach), and imprecise (safety for “safely” and As many people are, surfing 
at ocean beach as people scramble for waves). The response demonstrates emerging control of 
conventions with some errors (Playing … game; spots which is; ocean beach; are, surfing; this narrators 
is; However he and a lack of quotation marks when using phrases directly copied from the text) that hinder 
comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – A
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Anchor Level 1–A 
 
The response introduces a central idea (The central idea of the text is to explain how there is more to 
surfing than just having fun in the sun) with no analysis of the author’s use of a writing strategy to develop 
the central idea. The response presents little or no evidence from the text. The response exhibits acceptable 
organization of ideas and information to create a coherent response by introducing a central idea from the 
text, then refuting the central idea by recounting personal experiences (I know when I go surfing I joke 
around and I know that surfing should just be fun) concluding with descriptions of a surfing vacation 
(nothing compared to the beauty and perfection of Tavarua and I loved that place). The response lacks a 
formal style, using language that is basic (He was the best surfer there) and imprecise (had a blast and with 
those guys), as well as using slang (12-foot cloudbreak and I’m still a grom). The response demonstrates 
partial control of conventions with occasional errors (and let me tell you surfing should just be fun … how 
big it is) and capitalization errors for surfing-related proper nouns (Hunington surf shop, tavi rights, 
pipeline, lower trestles) that do not hinder comprehension. The response is personal, making little to no 
reference to the task or text and can be scored no higher than a 1. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1–B 
 
The response introduces an incomplete central idea (The centreal idea of this text is beachs) and a writing 
strategy that merely mentions symbolism (It uses alot of symbols) in the last sentence. The response 
demonstrates no analysis of the writing strategy to develop the central idea. The response presents little 
evidence from the text (It talks abount good and bad wheather). The response exhibits little organization 
of ideas and information, consisting of one paragraph describing the beach (it talks abount how not alot of 
people go there), and a concluding sentence that introduces a writing strategy (symbols) but does not 
explain how it is used, failing to create a coherent response. The response is minimal, making assessment 
of language and conventions unreliable. 
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – A
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – A
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – B
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – B



Part 3 – Practice Paper – C
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C



Part 3 – Practice Paper – D
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – D
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 4 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4. 
 
 
Practice Paper B – Score Level 3 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. 
 
 
Practice Paper C – Score Level 2 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2. 
 
 
Practice Paper D – Score Level 3 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. 
 
 
Practice Paper E – Score Level 1 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1. 
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Map to the Learning Standards 
Regents Examination in English Language Arts 

v202 

 
Question Type Credit Weight Standard 

1 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 
2 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 
3 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 
4 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12)  
5 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 
6 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 
7 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 
8 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 
9 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 
10 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 
11 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 
12 MC 1 1 RL.3 (11-12) 
13 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 
14 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 
15 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 
16 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 
17 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 
18 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 
19 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 
20 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 
21 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 
22 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 
23 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 
24 MC 1 1 RI.6 (11-12) 

Part 2 
Argument 

Essay 
Essay 6 4 

RI.1–6&10(11–12) 
W.1, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 
Part 3 

Expository 
Response 

Response 4 2 
RI.1–6&10(11–12) 
W.2, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the v202 Regents  
Examination in English Language Arts will be posted on the Department’s web site at 
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on the day of the examination.  Conversion charts 
provided for previous administrations of the Regents Examination in English Language 
Arts must NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this administration.

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department 
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development 

process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for 
teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the 
evaluation form are as follows: 

1. Go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/8LNLLDW. 

2. Select the test title. 

3. Complete the required demographic fields. 

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided. 

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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