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SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE

Mechanics of Rating

Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this web site
at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ and select the link “Scoring Information” for any recently posted
information regarding this examination. This site should be checked before the rating process for this 
examination begins and several times throughout the Regents Examination period.

The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Regents Examination in English 
Language Arts (Common Core). More detailed directions for the organization of the rating process and 
procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents 
Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core).

Scoring the Multiple-Choice Questions
For this exam all schools must use uniform scannable answer sheets provided by the regional 

scanning center or large-city scanning center. The scoring key for this exam is provided below. If the 
student’s responses for the multiple-choice questions are being hand scored prior to being
scanned, the scorer must be careful not to make any marks on the answer sheet except to record
the scores in the designated score boxes. Marks elsewhere on the answer sheet will interfere
with the accuracy of the scanning.

Before scannable answer sheets are machine scored, several samples must be both machine and 
manually scored to ensure the accuracy of the machine-scoring process. All discrepancies must be 
resolved before student answer sheets are machine scored. When machine scoring is completed, a sample of
the scored answer sheets must be scored manually to verify the accuracy of the machine-scoring process.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (Common Core)

Rating of Essay and Response Questions

(1) In training raters to score student essays and responses for each part of the examination, follow the 
procedures outlined below:

Introduction to the Tasks
• Raters read the task and summarize it.
• Raters read the passages or passage and plan a response to the task.
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses.

Introduction to the Rubric and Anchor Papers
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task.
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores (i.e., by matching evidence from the response

to the language of the rubric and by weighing all qualities equally).
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary. (Note: Anchor papers are ordered from

high to low within each score level.)

Practice Scoring Individually
• Raters score a set of five practice papers individually. Raters should score the five papers independently

without looking at the scores provided after the five papers.
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel comfortable enough to move on to actual 

scoring. (Practice papers for Parts 2 and 3 only contain scores, not commentaries.)

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay and 
response on the rating sheets provided in the Information Booklet, not directly on the student’s essay or re-
sponse or answer sheet. Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Both the 6-credit essay and the 4-credit response must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be
necessary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point. Teachers may not score their own 
students’ answer papers. The scoring coordinator will be responsible for coordinating the movement of
papers, calculating a final score for each student’s essay or response, and recording that information on the
student’s answer paper.

Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions on any Regents Exam
after each question has been rated the required number of times as specified in the rating guide,
regardless of the final exam score. Schools are required to ensure that the raw scores have been
added correctly and that the resulting scale score has been determined accurately.
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Anchor Level 6–A        

 

The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task, affirming that in spite of the staggering cost, the United 

States should absolutely bid to host another Olympics because of the benefits it has for the host city; it can improve infrastructure, 

educate the masses, and in general, better the welfare of the city. The essay demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, 

as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims, stating that they argue that it is too 

expensive, too temporary, and in general, not worth it; but both authors’ arguments are undermined by the positives they list; such 

benefits as increased local pride, international cultural awareness, and the “festival atmosphere” encompassing the event. The essay 

presents ideas fully and thoughtfully (The Olympics can be a catalyst to improve the infrastructure of a city and The Olympics give 

cities and nations a medium through which to step onto the world stage), making highly effective use of a wide range of specific and 

relevant evidence to support analysis (This education encompassed global interaction for school children and Hosting the Olympics is 

also a way of building national pride and spreading a nation’s culture). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid 

plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Source 4 lines 32-34), The author of text 3 mentions … 

(lines 1-5), (Text 2 chart)]. The essay exhibits skillful organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent essay, 

declaring a potential Olympic bid by the United States to be beneficial, discussing the various ways in which those benefits can reveal 

themselves, addressing the opposing arguments, and providing a summative conclusion. The essay establishes and maintains a formal 

style, using sophisticated language and structure (So, are the Olympics worth the cost? Should the United States bid to host them 

again? Yes and yes and hosting the Olympics also creates, or at least rekindles, a feeling of national pride and patriotism). The essay 

demonstrates control of the conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language, although errors are present in a 

misquoting of Text 4 (“recieve techincal, managerial, or other games-related training”). 
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Anchor Level 5–A       

 

The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (Therefore, it is my opinion that the United States 

should not bid to host  an Olympic Game in the near future). The essay demonstrates a thorough analysis of the texts, as 

necessary to support the claim (Primarily, there are many aspects, economic, social, and otherwise, to be taken into account; for 

example, budgeting and construction costs, impacts on local business and residents, culture shock, and more) and to distinguish 

the claim from alternate or opposing claims [While some may argue that the Olympics create job opportunities, many of these 

jobs are temporary and unspecialized (Text 2, lines 7-20)]. The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use 

of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (According to text 3, lines 11-13, there is actually no proven correlation 

between the Olympic Games and significant swelling of tourism and For example, the Olympics in Beijing, China, saw vast 

improvements in air quality, an addition to a major airport, and cultural exchange programs). The essay demonstrates proper 

citation of sources [“Olympic tourists [tend to] replace normal tourists,” people who are attempting to “avoid the congestion” 

(Text 3, lines 12-13)] to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material. The essay exhibits logical 

organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent essay, first introducing the claim and identifying the 

aspects that need to be taken into account when considering hosting the Olympics (job opportunities, tourism, culture shock), 

then addressing the counterclaims associated with employment and tourism as well as the benefit of giving some other countries 

a chance, and concluding with a statement supporting the claim. The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent 

and precise language and sound structure (Yet another concern is that of cultural shock, both to residents and tourists). The 

essay demonstrates control of conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Level 5–B        

 

The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (Arguments against the United States hosting 

another Olympic Games are supported by several articals, which focus on employment impact, cost versus revinue, and the 

duration of tourism increases). The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to 

distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (During the period leading up to and including the Olympic Games, 

there is generally an increase in work available. However, this work is often temporary and The Olympic Games are often 

pitched as the best way to generate a long-term increase in tourism. However, there has been little evidence produced to 

support this claim). The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to 

support analysis [tourism during the Games may not even increase, as Olympic tourists may replace tourists who would like to 

see the city when it is less crowded (Text 3, lines 11-12) and the Games often result in cost increases for a city, which requires 

increased taxation to cover costs, (Text 1, line 13)]. The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources [(Text 3, lines 11-12) and 

(Text 2, Chart)] to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material. The essay exhibits logical 

organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent essay, starting with an introductory paragraph stating a 

specific claim, followed by three supporting paragraphs, which address both the claim and counterclaim relating to the issues of 

employment, tourism, and cost, and concluding with a strong reiteration of the introductory claim (This leads to the fairly 

obvious conclusion that it is a bad idea for the United States to host the Olympic Games, as the economic risk is too high). The 

essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent and precise language and sound structure (The Olympic Games are 

often seen as a great benefit to host cities and In short, there is no conclusive data available to prove that the games are of any 

benefit to the tourist industry). The essay demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (articals, 

revinue, other factors which detours) only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Level 5–C        

 

The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (It’s not surprising then that many cities around the 

globe hope to one day host an Olympic event. If the U.S. were to host the Olympics then the host city would benefit 

environmentaly and economicaly). The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (The 

environmental state of most major cities is quite poor; The Olympic games would have the power to alter the U.S.’s environment 

for the better; Despite the criticism, the Olympics would benefit the U.S. by creating much needed jobs and income) and to 

distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims [Some argue that there isn’t an increase in tourism (Text 3, lines 11-13), 

jobs would be temporary (Text 2, lines 23-24), or that too many changes would be made to the city (Text 1, lines 9-10). While all 

of these points are valid there are still benefits that come along with them]. The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, 

making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Public transportation started to rely on “natural 

gas” and water treatment plants were serviced and The stadiums and facilities are used to train future olympians, provide a 

place for conventions and meetings, as well as allow a place for the public to participate in sporting events). The essay 

demonstrates proper citation of sources [According to Text 4, lines 17-21 and (Text 2, line 28)] to avoid plagiarism when dealing 

with direct quotes and paraphrased material. The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a 

cohesive and coherent essay by first introducing the claim, then identifying the potential benefits for the host city relating to its 

environment and economics, and supplying a summative conclusion (Environmental changes and economic changes brought on 

by the Olympics would improve any U.S. city that was a host). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent 

and precise language and sound structure (The Olympics allow people to put aside various cultural barriers and come together 

in support of athleticism and Pollution clogs the air, litter covers the streets, and plant-life is scarce). The essay demonstrates 

partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (New venues and people to man them is, valid there, accomadate, specificaly) that do 

not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 4–A       

 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (The United States should bid to host a future Olympic Games). The 

essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim 

from alternate or opposing claims (The main problem that seemed to be presented in all of the texts was the cost of hosting. It is 

extremely expensive, but in return, we would be getting a lot of business and many job and volunteering opportunities). The 

essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Some of these 

examples are improving transportation, increasing tourism and business activity, and increased involvement of the community, 

specifically in volunteering). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with 

paraphrased material [(Text 3, lines 19-23) and (Text 4, lines 6-8, 41-44)]. The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas 

and information to create a coherent essay with an opening paragraph that states the claim and addresses the counterclaim, one 

supporting paragraph that addresses the claim using specific examples from the text (Barcelona sets a good example of this 

because years after they held the Olympic Games, their city was significantly improved to what it was before), and a conclusion 

reiterating the original claim (In conclusion, it would be a great opportunity for a city in the United States to bid on hosting the 

Olympic Games). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise and appropriate language and structure 

(Another factor to consider is the long-term effect of hosting the Olympic Games). The essay demonstrates control of the 

conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (hosts it, it … their city, from cleaning) only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Level 4–B       

 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Even though cost and planning would be expensive I think that 

having a United States city host the Olympics would result in a very positive outcome). The essay demonstrates appropriate and 

accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims 

(In the late 1990’s games held in Barcelona resulted in $6 billion in debt. On the other hand, the overwhelming tourism that 

Barcelona recieved caused favorable development which it might have not recieved had the Olympics been hosted elsewhere). 

The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Text 2, under 

“Employment Oppurtunities” shows how many people were needed to work in an effort to prepare for the games). The essay 

demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with paraphrased material (Text 1 describes and Text 3 

exemplifiyes). The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay with an 

introductory paragraph about the Olympics, a body paragraph stating and supporting the claim using information from three of 

the texts and addressing counterclaims (Others may claim that the work is only temporary, the end result is what really matters 

though). The concluding paragraph reiterates the original claim (In conclusion, the responsibility of hosting the Olympic Games 

would most likely prove to be successful for the United States). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise 

and appropriate language and structure (Some people are unaware of how much work actually goes into the preparation and 

planning for the special events). The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (oppertunities, 

infastructure, actuall, intrest, world will also) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 4–C        

 

The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (The United States, therefore, should put in a bid to host the next 

olympic games). The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to 

distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (That is a irratinal fear considering that anytime two or more countries 

interact there is possibilities for miscommunications. Just because it might happen, and it often does, does not mean that the 

Olympics shouldn’t come here). The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to 

support analysis (First of all, the people in the city benefit from the Olympics and If the people are helped, then eventually they 

will benefit society, as well as the economy, as a whole). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism 

when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 1, lines 57-62) and (Text 4, lines 18-20)]. The essay exhibits 

acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, providing a claim in the introduction, and adding 

two paragraphs, the first refuting counterclaims (This argument is not valid because if the United States were to host the Games, 

why would they hold it in a city where civil rights would need to be limited?) and the second paragraph addressing the pros of 

hosting the Olympics (This quote cleary shows that the environment has been bettered by the Olympic games). The concluding 

sentence reiterates the claim (As you can see, it would be very beneficial for the United States if we were to hold the Olympics). 

The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise and appropriate language and structure, although at times the 

tone is somewhat conversational (Guess what tourism brings with it?). The essay demonstrates emerging control of conventions, 

exhibiting occasional errors (states “The, phsycologicaly, a irratinal, there is possibilities, Finally opponents, rights that live 

there, barly) that hinder comprehension. 
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