
Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — Aug. ’15 [27]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 3 – A



Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — Aug. ’15 [28]

 

Anchor Level 3–A 

 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (American citizens should not be required to vote because it puts too 

much pressure on them). The essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts, but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or 

opposing claims (This shows that compulsory voting would not change or have an impact on voting results in the U.S.). The essay 

presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (In text 3 it says, “Some apolitical citizens 

might choose candidates arbritrarily or for the wrong reasons because they do not want to be fined or punished for not doing their 

hypothetical duty”). The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and 

paraphrased material by not including line numbers (In text 4 it’s stated). The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and 

information to create a mostly coherent essay, first introducing the claim, followed by three quotations from three different texts 

supporting the claim, with a brief analysis of each as it is presented, and concluding with a reiteration of the claim (The U.S. should 

stay with voluntary voting because it works good enough). The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily 

basic language (really don’t have an opinion about anyone that’s being voted for and which doesn’t really help the point of compulsory 

voting) and a structure with no delineation of paragraphs. The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (text 2, 

for whoever, recieve) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 3–B 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (Voting is a freedom, not an obligation). The essay demonstrates some 

analysis of the texts (Forcing voting will also increase the number of random voting and people will pick a candidate at random 

resulting in a random candidate to be elected), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Although 

most countries follow the policy of voluntary voting, some make it mandatory). The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some 

specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Australia adopted non voting in 1924, and have a fine for non voters and Voting is a 

freedom, not an obligation). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and 

paraphrased material [(text 1, lines 14-15 and text 2, lines 27-29)]. The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information 

to create a coherent essay, first introducing the claim, then developing the argument against forced voting in the single body paragraph 

(Those who do not vote, may have a specific reason behind it, or simply do not wish to vote, and that is perfectly fine), and concluding 

with a reiteration of the claim (People have a right to their own choice). The essay establishes, but fails to maintain a formal style, 

using primarily basic language and structure (Democracy is about the freedom of the people and By forcing people to vote, you’d be 

taking away from them what voting is all about). The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (Australia … have 

a fine; vote, may; to vote, it takes) that do not hinder comprehension. This essay must be scored no higher than a Level 3 since it 

addresses fewer than the three texts required. 
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Anchor Level 3–C 

 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (all American citizens should be required to vote). The essay 

demonstrates a confused and unclear analysis of the texts (people who do vote who are similar to the ones who don’t vote are less 

likely to be heard), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of 

some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (as text 1 says “Jury duty is mandatory; why not voting?”). The essay 

demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material (text 1 says, 

lines 29-30 of text 1, the first line of text 4). The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a 

coherent essay. The essay first introduces the claim, followed by one body paragraph that presents a confused discussion of voters 

speaking for the ones who are just like them and a second unfocused body paragraph that moves from mentioning Democracy and 

our…founding fathers to a personal response to nonvoting and back to the evening out of disparities referred to in the prior paragraph. 

The essay concludes with a one sentence re-statement of the claim. The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is 

inappropriate (can be considered idiotic) and imprecise (As text the first line of text 4 says and to add on voting can’t hurt anyone). The 

essay demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors (essencial, benifit, mandatory as, a person … theirselves) that hinder 

comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–A 

 

The essay introduces a claim (No American citizens should not be required to vote in national elections because it is based on the 

Nation by the gov’t). The essay demonstrates a confused and unclear analysis of the texts (In the text it says Thirty one countries have 

some form of mandatory voting according to the internationa institue for democracy and Electoral Assistance. Which says they have to 

vote in national elections even if it is’nt your nation and This means you would eventually have to vote … no matter the age or 

educational standard you have). The essay presents ideas inconsistently and inaccurately, in an attempt to support analysis, making use 

of some evidence that may be irrelevant (The next text … is “compulsory voting” this is when a high number of random voting comes 

from free willing people. Which also means people who dont want to vote). The essay demonstrates little use of citations to avoid 

plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material, using no quotation marks when copying sentences from Text 1 

and closely paraphrasing lines from Text 2 and not including line numbers. The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and 

information, failing to create a coherent essay. The one-paragraph essay introduces a claim that supports mandatory voting, then 

presents direct quotes from two texts, followed by a confused explanation of each and a conclusion which does not support the claim 

(In conclusion to my essay national elections shoud not consit of American citizens but everybody in the nation living there). The essay 

lacks a formal style, using some language that is imprecise (it is based on the Nation by the gov’t and support my calm). The essay 

demonstrates emerging control, exhibiting occasional errors (No America, I would be, is’nt, Voting” this, dont, essay national) that 

hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–B 

 

The essay introduces a claim (I beleve American citizens should be required to vote in national elections). The essay demonstrates a 

confused and unclear analysis of the texts (In text 3- … help suport my opion becaus Madatory voting Restrict Democracy because we 

would not have the freedom to vote), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents ideas 

inconsistently and inaccurately, in an attempt to support analysis, making use of some evidence that may be irrelevant (In Text 1 - … 

suport my opion because Americans need to vote because if they don’t vote bad things can happen. Like things that are bad). The essay 

demonstrates little use of citations to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material by simply identifying 

each text (In Text 1, In Text 2, In text 3, In text 4), but not using any actual directly quoted or paraphrased material from any of them. 

The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay. The essay consists of an 

introduction which both states and explains the claim, followed by four one-sentence paragraphs each of which offers a brief personal 

response to one of the texts. There is no conclusion. The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is imprecise (Like things 

that are bad and In Text 2 … helps suport). The essay demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors (beleve; US citizen; 

opion; vote bad; happen. Like; righ; determin) that make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 2–C 

 

The essay introduces a claim (Americans in the United Stats ned too vote for his freedom). The essay demonstrates a confused and 

unclear analysis of the texts (Americans ned too vote for his freedom Because without freedom of speach then the president and the 

governments has total control of us), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay presents little 

evidence from the texts, inserting partial and confused details from two texts (one should go Jury Duty Because it is manditory and it is 

a law that one should have to vote for their democracy). The essay does not make use of citations (First it says and The next text says). 

The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay, introducing a claim and 

attempting to support it with loosely connected and vague evidence from two texts. There is no conclusion. The essay lacks a formal 

style, using some language that is imprecise (It is one citizenship that one should go to Jury Duty, It is one intrest to vote). The essay 

demonstrates a lack of control, exhibiting frequent errors (United Stats ned, speach, governments has, manditory, Jury Duty, one … 

their) that make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 1–A 

 

The essay does not introduce a claim or demonstrate analysis of the texts. The essay is a personal response that focuses on the question 

of whether Americans should … be allowed to vote in National elections and makes no reference to the task or texts. The essay 

presents no evidence from the texts and does not make use of citations. The essay exhibits some organization through the use of 

paragraphing and a loosely maintained focus on the government’s right to vote, but lacks a formal style, using some language that is 

inappropriate and imprecise (Another great point is the goverment should have his own reasons why he has not allow the people to vote 

in National elections). The essay demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (wrriten whitin, is to be 

blame, goverment … his own reasons, In Conclosion, istead) that make comprehension difficult. The essay is a personal response, 

making little to no reference to the task or the texts, and, therefore, can be scored no higher than a 1. 
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Anchor Level 1–B 

 

The essay introduces a claim (Citizens should be required to vote in national elections) but does not demonstrate analysis of the texts. 

The essay presents no evidence from the texts and does not make use of citations. The essay consists of three statements and is 

minimal, making assessment unreliable. The essay is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 3. 

 

 

Practice Paper B – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 4. 

 

 

Practice Paper C – Score Level 2 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. 

 

 

Practice Paper D – Score Level 5 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 5. 

 

 

Practice Paper E – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 4. 
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