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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4–A 

 

The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea (A central theme or idea in this excerpt from a diary entry focuses on the 

narrator’s feelings of despair or helplessness as the realization takes hold that he is being held prisoner in a desolate castle) and a 

writing strategy (The author effectively develops this idea through his use of tone) that clearly establishes the criteria for analysis. The 

response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of diction to develop the central idea (The author is able to convey the 

idea of desperation and despair through these gloomy quotes and create a tone, which also helps to develop the central idea). The 

response presents ideas clearly and consistently, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis [The author 

describes the character’s surroundings as dull, dreary, grey, stoney, and overall very depressing. Words such as “stone stair”, 

“narrow darkness of the courtyard” and “the window … was tall and deep, stone-mullioned, and though weatherworn” reinforce this 

gloomy setting and The author is able to use his tone to convey the idea of despair through words and phrases like “desperate straits” 

(line 13), “prisoner” (line 1), “I was helpless” (line 5), and “I am, I know, either being deceived, like a baby by my own fears, or … 

(line 12)]. The response exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent response by first 

introducing the central idea and identifying and defining the writing strategy of tone, and then exemplifying how the author uses tone 

to reinforce the central idea (One example of the author using tone to help develop the central idea of despair in the story is the way he 

describes the setting and The author also uses word choice to his advantage). The response ends with a concluding paragraph that 

reiterates the central idea and writing strategy (The author is able to utilize his dull and gloomy tone to help develop the central idea of 

despair in more way than one). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure. The 

response demonstrates control of the conventions with infrequent errors. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 4 – B

Anchor Level 4–B 

 

The response introduces a well-reasoned central idea and a writing strategy that clearly establishes the criteria for analysis (In the 

passage, the author uses the eerie setting to explore the idea of fear and The author creates a shadowy setting full of doubt and 

uncertainty to further explore the mystery surrounding the whole affair, a setting deigned to feed off of the narrator’s fear). The 

response demonstrates a thoughtful analysis of the author’s use of setting to develop the central idea (As the narrator begins to suspect 

a dark undercurrent about the Count, he discovers that he has been essentially imprisoned within the castle and Therefore, the Count 

has not only trapped him inside a castle, but also within the fears of his own mind). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making 

adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (he begins to ruminate on all the warning signs that he had missed … the 

supernatural power the Count possessed over the wolves, the lack of servants or other living souls in the castle, and the fright of the 

villagers and The castle is isolated and lonely). The response exhibits a logical organization of ideas and information to create a 

cohesive and coherent response by first introducing both the writing strategy and the central idea, then discussing how the description 

of the physical setting as eerie and isolated illustrates both the outer circumstances of imprisonment as well as the inner turmoil of the 

narrator, and concluding with a summation of the central idea (The entire eerie setting contributes to the passage’s ideas of fear and 

uncertainty). The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise language and sound structure (Once the narrator 

realizes that he is a prisoner in Count Dracula’s castle, he begins to panic and wonder about the sinister nature of the Count and his 

home). The response demonstrates control of the conventions with infrequent errors. 
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Anchor Level 3–A 

 

The response introduces a clear central idea (One main idea specifically is fear) and a writing strategy (This idea is assisted in 

development with the use of the literary technique, point-of-view) that establish the criteria for analysis. The response demonstrates an 

appropriate analysis of the author’s use of point of view to develop the central idea (This helps develop the theme of fear because since 

the passage is from the perspective of the prisoner, and the prisoner is clearly scared, the idea of fear is evident in his surroundings). 

The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (In addition, the prisoner is 

unaware of the reason he is brought to the count’s house and locked away and In his entry the prisoner says that people were afraid of 

him and giving him multiple “gifts” that people today associate with stereotypical vampires). The response exhibits acceptable 

organization of ideas and information by first introducing the central idea of fear and the writing strategy of point-of-view, then 

providing examples of how the prisoner’s point of view helps develop the central idea of fear (Using the prisoner’s point-of-view, he 

was able to convey the fear of the townspeople when they thought there was a vampire walking around their town) and concluding with 

a summation of the areas addressed (Overall, the idea of fear is enhanced in this passage by the use of a specific point-of-view) to 

create a coherent response. The response establishes and maintains a formal style, using appropriate language and structure (In the 

passage above, there are arguably a myriad of central ideas). The response demonstrates control of the conventions with infrequent 

errors (surroundings. The and entry the). 
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Anchor Level 3–B 

 

The response introduces a clear central idea (The prisoner fears imprisonment, the idea of being trapped in such a dreadful place, and 

the unknown intentions of Count Dracula) and a writing strategy (descriptive language) that establish the criteria for analysis. The 

response demonstrates an appropriate analysis of the author’s use of descriptive language to develop the central idea (The descriptive 

language used by the prisoner allows the reader to put themselves in the shoes of the reader, and really makes us understand the fear 

of the prisoner). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (The prisoner 

writes, “I rushed up and down the stairs, … but after a little the conviction of my helplessness overpowered all other things.” Here, We 

learn how frightened the prisoner truely was when he discovered that he was imprisoned). The response exhibits acceptable 

organization of ideas and information by first addressing how fearful the prisoner is, then discussing how the authors use of descriptive 

language draws the reader in, and forces the reader to really imagine how scared the prisoner is, and concluding with a final analysis 

of the effect of descriptive language (Opposed to just telling us … the prisoners use of descriptive language … leaves the reader to 

truely understand the prisoners fearful situation) to create a coherent response. The response establishes and maintains a formal style, 

although language is sometimes inappropriate (going on inside his head and put themselves in the shoes of). The response demonstrates 

partial control of conventions with occasional errors (prisoner … their; Here, We; truely; ancious; reader … themselves; prisoners use 

of) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 3–C 

 

The response introduces a central idea (A central idea of the text is that the narrator is imprisoned) and a writing strategy (This can be 

supported by repetition). The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s use of repetition to develop the central idea 

(Since this idea had been repeated again, the central idea can be clearly seen, as well as that the narrator had finished thinking about 

being imprisoned). The response presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of relevant evidence to support analysis (The idea is 

first seen on the first line, which makes the central idea obvious when the narrator says “I found that I was a prisoner” and This idea 

is repeated on line 9 … when the narrator says “I am imprisoned”. This blatant repetition shows that the idea Of being imprisoned is 

setting into the narrators mind). The response exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information, opening with a brief 

introductory paragraph that states the central idea and the writing strategy used to support it, then providing three specific examples to 

show how the idea of imprisonment is reinforced through the use of repetition, and concluding that repetition of the narrator being a 

prisoner gives away the central idea to create a coherent response. The response establishes and maintains a formal style (It is 

completely obvious, and easy to understand by looking at the evidence), using appropriate language and structure. The response 

demonstrates partial control of conventions with occasional errors (says “I; trapped, against; narrators) that do not hinder 

comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 2–A 

 

The response introduces a central idea (The man that is living in his house is very skeptical about Count Dracula) and a writing 

strategy (A literary element that can be used with this text is conflict). The response demonstrates a superficial analysis of the author’s 

use of conflict to develop the central idea (In the text the man says “This was odd, but only confirmed what I had all along thought, 

there were no servants in the house”). The response presents ideas inadequately and inaccurately in an attempt to support analysis 

(This excerpt given is about a man named count Dracula who is allowing another man to live in his house and Conflict can be used 

because of when the man sees the lady and she gives him a crucifix, garlic, a wid rose and mountain ash). The response exhibits an 

inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent response. The response presents a series of contradictory 

statements in the first paragraph, moving from a character being a guest, to being skeptical, then to being a prisoner. The second 

paragraph, introduces the writing strategy of conflict, followed by two unexplained examples from the text. The response lacks a 

formal style, using language that is basic, inappropriate (So now the man is worried because he is stuck in Count Dracula’s house by 

himself), and imprecise (because of when and the man sees the lady). The response demonstrates partial control of conventions with 

occasional errors (man says “When, a wid rose, man says “This) that do not hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – B

Anchor Level 2–B 

 

The response introduces a central idea (In the passage the narrator gives the controlling idea the he is trapped), but demonstrates no 

analysis of the author’s use of a writing strategy to develop the central idea. The response presents ideas inadequately (Mor or less he 

isn’t giving up) and inaccurately (What he fears the most is silence when his silence is quieted he recieves a crucifix to keep himself 

safe) in an attempt to support analysis of the central idea. The response exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information. The 

one-paragraph response moves from the narrator being trapped to being in a life of unoper tunities, then on to his fears and his 

strengths to the presance of freedom, failing to create a coherent response. The response lacks a formal style, using language that is 

basic and imprecise (The narrator helps himself become free and Not only does this affect him greatly but it gives him a sense of mind 

for his future). The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors (searches he, mor, silence when, recieves, 

amentaties, gard, presance) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 2 – C

Anchor Level 2–C 

 

The response introduces a confused central idea (In the text the central idea that is being potrayed is basically the person in this story 

writing a diary on how he feels being in prison) and demonstrates a minimal analysis of the author’s use of symbolism to develop the 

central idea (In This passage you can say that the author dislplays the use of Symbolism. You can this because Count Dracula sybolizas 

somebody who he does not trust but still he always wants around). The response presents ideas inconsistently (he explains that he 

cannot trust him if he trusted him to hold secrets), inadequately, and inaccurately (This is explaining his thoughts and feelings that he is 

writing about him in prison and Count Dracula … somebody who he … always wants around) in an attempt to support analysis. The 

essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, with the first paragraph moving from a focus on the thoughts and 

feelings of the prisoner to confused observations about Count Dracula, and a second brief paragraph introducing and unsuccessfully 

attempting to show the author’s use of the writing strategy of symbolism, failing to create a coherent response. The response lacks a 

formal style, using language that is basic, inappropriate, and imprecise (but not in anyway doing something bad wuy and  the author 

dislplays the use of Symbolism). The response demonstrates emerging control of conventions with some errors (potrayed, diarg, prison 

“when, he as well mentions, him if, sybolizas) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – A

Anchor Level 1–A 

 

The response introduces a central idea (convey the theme of struggle) and makes references to two writing strategies (the Literary 

element of Luugage use and onomanpia), demonstrating minimal analysis of the author’s use of writing strategy to develop the central 

idea. The response presents little evidence from the text, citing one direct quotation (“I feel the dread of this horrible place over 

powering me I am in fear, in auful fear”). The response exhibits little organization of ideas and information by introducing a central 

idea of struggle and citing an example from the text and two writing strategies but making no connection between any of these 

statements. Language is sometimes incoherent (In the following excerpt from a novel is a diary entry the author uses the Literary 

element of Luugage use and describing that through him using this laugange of onomanpia). The response demonstrates emerging 

control of conventions with some errors (a diary entry the, Literary, Luugage use, onomanpia) that hinder comprehension. 



Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — Aug. ’15 [69]

Anchor Paper – Part 3 – Level 1 – B

Anchor Level 1–B 

 

The response introduces a confused and incomplete central idea (author is show a man who is fear of count Dracula, and keeP on 

about How He’s a Prisoner and every thing) and writing strategy (the Literary technique he’s trying to say Like 1800s), demonstrating 

a minimal analysis of the author’s use of the writing strategy to develop the central idea. The response presents little evidence from the 

text (no we get a wimmPly man who’s scare for no reason, he rePting the fear over and over again). The response exhibits little 

organization of ideas and information and uses language that is predominantly incoherent (every thing it Just Lame How this diary 

entry it say and I feeL the auther coulb made the story Better or more on the Dark Side of it). The response demonstrates a lack of 

control of conventions with frequent errors (vimPer, author is show, it say, How fear is this guy) that make comprehension difficult. 
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – A
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – B
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – C
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – D
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – E
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Part 3 – Practice Paper – E
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 1 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 1. 

 

 

Practice Paper B – Score Level 3 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 3. 

 

 

Practice Paper C – Score Level 2 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 2. 

 

 

Practice Paper D – Score Level 0 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 0. 

 

 

Practice Paper E – Score Level 4 
Holistically, the response best fits the criteria for Level 4. 
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Map to the Common Core Learning Standards 

Regents Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core) 

August 2015 

 
Question Type Credit Weight Standard 

1 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 

2 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

3 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 

4 MC 1 1 L. 4 (11-12)  

5 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

6 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

7 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

8 MC 1 1 RL.6 (11-12) 

9 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

10 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

11 MC 1 1 RL.5 (11-12) 

12 MC 1 1 RL.4 (11-12) 

13 MC 1 1 RL.2 (11-12) 

14 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 

15 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 

16 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

17 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 

18 MC 1 1 L.5 (11-12) 

19 MC 1 1 RI.3 (11-12) 

20 MC 1 1 L.4 (11-12) 

21 MC 1 1 RI.4 (11-12) 

22 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

23 MC 1 1 RI.2 (11-12) 

24 MC 1 1 RI.5 (11-12) 

Part 2 

Argument 

Essay 

Essay 6 4 

RI.1–6&10(11–12) 

W.1, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 

Part 3 

Expository 

Response 

Response 4 2 

RI.1–6&10(11–12) 

W.2, 4&9(11–12) 

L.1–6(11–12) 
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The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the August 2015 Regents 
Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core) will be posted on the Department’s
web site at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ by Thursday, August 13, 2015. 
Conversion charts provided for previous administrations of the Regents Examination
in English Language Arts (Common Core) must NOT be used to determine students’
final scores for this administration.

Online Submission of Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department
Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test development

process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assessments. It contains spaces for
teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make suggestions. Instructions for completing the
evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.

2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.
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