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SCORING KEY AND RATING GUIDE
Mechanics of Rating
Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this web site
at http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ and select the link “Scoring Information” for any recently posted
information regarding this examination. This site should be checked before the rating process for this
examination begins and several times throughout the Regents Examination period.
The following procedures are to be used for rating papers in the Regents Examination in English
Language Arts (Common Core). More detailed directions for the organization of the rating process and
procedures for rating the examination are included in the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents
Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core).
Scoring the Multiple-Choice Questions
For this exam all schools must use uniform scannable answer sheets provided by the regional
scanning center or large-city scanning center. The scoring key for this exam is provided below. If the
student’s responses for the multiple-choice questions are being hand scored prior to being
scanned, the scorer must be careful not to make any marks on the answer sheet except to record
the scores in the designated score boxes. Marks elsewhere on the answer sheet will interfere
with the accuracy of the scanning.
Before scannable answer sheets are machine scored, several samples must be both machine and
manually scored to ensure the accuracy of the machine-scoring process. All discrepancies must be
resolved before student answer sheets are machine scored. When machine scoring is completed, a sample of
the scored answer sheets must be scored manually to verify the accuracy of the machine-scoring process.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS (Common Core)
Rating of Essay and Response Questions
(1) In training raters to score student essays and responses for each part of the examination, follow the
procedures outlined below:
Introduction to the Tasks
• Raters read the task and summarize it.
• Raters read the passages or passage and plan a response to the task.
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses.
Introduction to the Rubric and Anchor Papers
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task.
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores (i.e., by matching evidence from the response
to the language of the rubric and by weighing all qualities equally).
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary. (Note: Anchor papers are ordered from
high to low within each score level.)
Practice Scoring Individually
• Raters score a set of five practice papers individually. Raters should score the five papers independently
without looking at the scores provided after the five papers.
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel comfortable enough to move on to actual
scoring. (Practice papers for Parts 2 and 3 only contain scores, not commentaries.)
(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay and
response on the rating sheets provided in the Information Booklet, not directly on the student’s essay or response or answer sheet. Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.
(3) Both the 6-credit essay and the 4-credit response must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be
necessary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point. Teachers may not score their own
students’ answer papers. The scoring coordinator will be responsible for coordinating the movement of
papers, calculating a final score for each student’s essay or response, and recording that information on the
student’s answer paper.
Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions on any Regents Exam
after each question has been rated the required number of times as specified in the rating guide,
regardless of the final exam score. Schools are required to ensure that the raw scores have been
added correctly and that the resulting scale score has been determined accurately.
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-present ideas clearly and accurately,
making effective use of specific and
relevant evidence to support analysis

-present ideas fully and
thoughtfully, making highly
effective use of a wide range of
specific and relevant evidence to
support analysis

-demonstrate control of
conventions with essentially no
errors, even with sophisticated
language

-establish and maintain a formal
style, using sophisticated
language and structure

-exhibit skillful organization of
ideas and information to create a
cohesive and coherent essay

-demonstrate control of the
conventions, exhibiting occasional
errors only when using sophisticated
language

-establish and maintain a formal
style, using fluent and precise
language and sound structure

-exhibit logical organization of ideas
and information to create a cohesive
and coherent essay

-demonstrate proper citation of
sources to avoid plagiarism when
dealing with direct quotes and
paraphrased material

-demonstrate thorough analysis of the
texts, as necessary to support the
claim and to distinguish the claim
from alternate or opposing claims

-demonstrate in-depth and
insightful analysis of the texts, as
necessary to support the claim and
to distinguish the claim from
alternate or opposing claims

-demonstrate proper citation of
sources to avoid plagiarism when
dealing with direct quotes and
paraphrased material

-introduce a precise and thoughtful
claim, as directed by the task

5
Essays at this Level:

-introduce a precise and insightful
claim, as directed by the task

6
Essays at this Level:

-demonstrate partial control,
exhibiting occasional errors that do
not hinder comprehension

-establish and maintain a formal
style, using precise and appropriate
language and structure

-exhibit acceptable organization of
ideas and information to create a
coherent essay

-demonstrate proper citation of
sources to avoid plagiarism when
dealing with direct quotes and
paraphrased material

-demonstrate appropriate and
accurate analysis of the texts, as
necessary to support the claim and
to distinguish the claim from
alternate or opposing claims
-present ideas sufficiently, making
adequate use of specific and
relevant evidence to support
analysis

-introduce a precise claim, as
directed by the task

4
Essays at this Level:

An essay that addresses fewer texts than required by the task can be scored no higher than a 3.
An essay that is a personal response and makes little or no reference to the task or texts can be scored no higher than a 1.
An essay that is totally copied from the task and/or texts with no original student writing must be scored a 0.
An essay that is totally unrelated to the task, illegible, incoherent, blank, or unrecognizable as English must be scored as a 0.

Control of Conventions:
the extent to which the essay
demonstrates command of
conventions
of standard English
grammar, usage,
capitalization, punctuation,
and spelling

Coherence, Organization,
and Style: the extent to
which the essay logically
organizes complex ideas,
concepts, and information
using formal style and
precise language

Command of Evidence: the
extent to which the essay
presents evidence from the
provided texts to support
analysis

Content and Analysis: the
extent to which the essay
conveys complex ideas and
information clearly and
accurately in order to
support claims in an analysis
of the texts

Criteria

-demonstrate emerging control,
exhibiting occasional errors that
hinder comprehension

-use language that is
predominantly incoherent,
inappropriate, or copied
directly from the task or
texts
-are minimal, making
assessment of conventions
unreliable
-demonstrate a lack of control,
exhibiting frequent errors that make
comprehension difficult

-are minimal, making
assessment unreliable

-exhibit little organization
of ideas and information

-do not make use of
citations

-lack a formal style, using some
language that is inappropriate or
imprecise

-exhibit inconsistent organization of
ideas and information, failing to
create a coherent essay
-exhibit some organization of ideas
and information to create a mostly
coherent essay

-establish but fail to maintain a
formal style, using primarily basic
language and structure

-demonstrate little use of citations to
avoid plagiarism when dealing with
direct quotes and paraphrased material

-present little or no
evidence from the texts
-present ideas inconsistently and/or
inaccurately, in an attempt to support
analysis, making use of some
evidence that may be irrelevant

-present ideas briefly, making use
of some specific and relevant
evidence to support analysis

-demonstrate inconsistent citation
of sources to avoid plagiarism
when dealing with direct quotes
and paraphrased material

-do not demonstrate
analysis of the texts

-do not introduce a claim

1
Essays at this Level:

-demonstrate confused or unclear
analysis of the texts, failing to
distinguish the claim from alternate or
opposing claims

-introduce a claim

2
Essays at this Level:

-demonstrate some analysis of the
texts, but insufficiently distinguish
the claim from alternate or
opposing claims

-introduce a reasonable claim, as
directed by the task

3
Essays at this Level:

New York State Regents Examination in English Language Arts (Common Core)
Part 2 Rubric
Writing From Sources: Argument
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Anchor Level 6–A
The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (Sugar, or added sugars, is a sweet commodity that can
cause a myriad of physical complications when taken in excess. However, it is not necessary for the United States government to create
strict sugar regulations). The essay demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (The
people who advocate the placement of strict regulations on sugar may simply be refusing to admit that the issue lies with personal
control, and instead lay claims to its inherent toxicity) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (They believe that
sugar in itself is the cause of various diseases such as obesity and type 2 diabetes. Those who call upon restrictions on sugar even
place sugar consumption on the same level as drug or alcohal consumption and Sugar, like many other foods, can only be considered
dangerous and toxic when overconsumed). The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully, making highly effective use of a wide range
of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (In fact, sugar has not been shown to have any more potential risk than other
sweeteners such as honey or molasses and The grand multitude of diseases pointed out by those who wish to place restrictions on
sugar can be explained by Text 2 and It could, of course, be a matter of all these issues.” (lines 39-42) This means to say that sugar
may not even be the reason for obesity or diabetes). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when
dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 1 lines 26-28) and Text 3 states, … (lines 61-62)]. The essay exhibits skillful
organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent essay with an opening that states the claim and references the
counterclaim, three body paragraphs that discuss sugar’s inherent lack of threat by refuting the counterclaim and noting the many other,
even worse factors that may contribute to people’s health issues, and a conclusion that offers a summative explanation (Sugar is not a
substance that neither deserves nor merits restrictions … some still tell of its dangerous consequences without realizing the issue lies,
rather, in the American lifestyle, and the self-control of each individual person to consume products correctly). The essay establishes
and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated language and structure (It is up to people who consume the sugar to be mindful of the
serving sizes that the FDA places on all packaged food and to be prepared for the consequences if they don’t adhere to said
information). The essay demonstrates control of conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated language, although
errors are present in the punctuation of citations [resistance.” (Text 2 line 18)].

Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — Aug. ’16

[7]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 6 – B

Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — Aug. ’16

[8]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 6 – B

Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — Aug. ’16

[9]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 6 – B

Anchor Level 6–B
The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (Most US citizens are unaware of the amount of sugar they
consume a day and it is the United States’ duty to inform them as well as to create strict sugar regulations). The essay demonstrates indepth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing
claims (This is reasoning that no matter how much one may tax sugary products, obesity will not be affected; products will still be
bought and consumed. However, to counter this, others have considered directly taxing the companies instead of the consumers and If
companies are directly affected, they will have no other option but to eliminate a huge percentage of the sugar added to their
products). The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully (In retrospect, the problems with sugar and our society began when
companies started to make it more accessible to us), making highly effective use of a wide range of specific and relevant evidence to
support analysis (“Researchers are seeing sugar as not just ‘empty calories,’ but rather a chemical that becomes toxic in excess” [Text
2, lines 14-15], meaning that if the government limits sugar intake, it could prevent most, if not all, sugar related diseases, injury and
organ problems and From then on, America became addicted to sugar of all kinds, stretching our waist lines and putting us at a higher
risk for dangers like type 2 diabetes, hepatic dysfunction, malnutrition, and more). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to
avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 1, lines 16-18) and (Text 3, graphic)]. The essay
exhibits skillful organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent essay with an opening paragraph that
establishes the claim through the use of anecdotal and factual evidence, one body paragraph that addresses the negative consequences
of the over-consumption of sugar and one that refutes a counterclaim by presenting the benefits of taxing companies in order to lessen
the average sugar intake of consumers, and a conclusion that reiterates the claim (Sugar has too much potential for abuse; Americans
must be protected from themselves by having a government that will restrict sugar content by establishing strict sugar rules and
regulations). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated language and structure by posing an opening
scenario (Remember as a child when your parents would allow you that one cup of your favorite juice or one can of soda at dinner or
special events?) that sets up the concluding analogy which serves to emphasize the main focus of the essay (The government must be
the parent that refuses to give the child any more juice or soda). The essay demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional
errors (that one glass, you made; are ignorant to; unhealthy.” (Text 1, lines 22-23) This; problems of alcohol. For example; the child
… their protection; livelyhood) only when using sophisticated language.
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 5 – A

Anchor Level 5–A
The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (I definitely believe the US government has the
responsibility to insure safe food for its people. It must regulate the production, labeling, and availability of sugary foods and drinks).
The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (As the number of potential ill effects of sugar
consumption rises, the case for government regulation is strengthened. Since scientific research … compares the effects of sugar
consumption to alcohol and tobacco use in its damaging effects to people, why wouldn’t the government take similar steps to regulate
sugar?) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Opponents of regulation therefore place the blame and
responsibility on the people instead of the companies that produce these sweetened products). The essay presents ideas fully and
thoughtfully, making highly effective use of a wide range of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (In addition, an FDA
spokeswoman placed sugar and high fructose corn syrup in the same category as honey and molasses … However, recent scientific
research shows just how dangerous sugar in any form is to a person’s health; especially since the average person in America
consumes 78 pounds of sugar in one year and Lost time at work due to sugar-related disease is “65 billion in lost productivity.” Add to
that the $150 billion spent on health-care resources every year). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism
when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 1, lines 8-9) and The graphic from Text 3]. The essay exhibits logical
organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent essay by first introducing the topic and the claim, then
delivering three body paragraphs that present support for the claim and addressing the counterclaim, and concluding with a summative
paragraph explaining how the US government must take action. The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent and
precise language and sound structure (This issue has gone beyond that of personal responsibility; it is having a negative impact on the
country as a whole). The essay demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (sugar itself which create;
“ “Sugar … unsafe” ”; Opponents of regulation therefore place; health; especially; the effects of sugar consumption is; so in turn
does) only when using sophisticated language.
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Anchor Level 5–B
The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (However, strict sugar regulations should not be
implemented by the United States government, because healthy eating only plays a part in helping Americans to lose weight and lead
healthier lives). The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim
from alternate or opposing claims (Regulating these “sugary beverages” wouldn’t mean that obesity and disease would disappear from
society, because in order for a person to lose weight or be healthier, they must make the decision to exercise and eat right). The essay
presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (By restricting the
amount of sugar we include in our diets, many people hope to limit the problems facing our society today, such as disease. “Among
Lustig’s more radical proposals are to ban the sale of sugary drinks to children under age 17” and The U.S. Food and Drug
Administration supports the fact that normal amounts of sugar aren’t toxic). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid
plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 2, Lines 28-30) and (Text 1, Lines 29-32)]. The essay
exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent essay, beginning with an introductory
paragraph that clearly states the claim, followed by four body paragraphs which address both the claim and counterclaim
(Economically speaking, if the FDA were to regulate sugar, then other products such as baked items would need to change their sugar
levels as well and Also, if people are unable to buy a sugary drink, they can simply move on and consume other unhealthy substances,
continuing the cycle) and concluding with a paragraph that reiterates the introductory claim (In conclusion, the United States
government should not regulate and place restrictions on sugary beverages, because they would be encroaching on the rights of
Americans to make choices about how they can lead healthier lives). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using fluent
and precise language and sound structure (As Americans, we have been given the ability to make informed decisions about what we do
and do not put into our bodies and However, this would cost businesses and companies large amounts of money to rectify a problem
that most people could simply avoid by being responsible). The essay demonstrates control of the conventions, exhibiting occasional
errors [government, because; society, because; person … they; foods.” (Text 1; preferrences] only when using sophisticated language.
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Anchor Level 5–C
The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (Regulations would lead to a better existance for
individuals as well as for society. As a whole, the US government needs reasons to regulate sugar production; these reasons are the
health issues that result from the overconsumption of sugar). The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to
support the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Opponants of regulation say if people want to lower
their sugar intake then they should. However, research has shown that decreasing ones intake is not that easy. The first reason for this
is that sugar is addictive and Another reason why sugar is overconsumed is because it is impossible to avoid. Sugar is acceptible to eat
in small amounts, but too much of one thing is often harmful). The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of
specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (In addition, sugar can have a serious effect on a person’s organs. Text 2 states,
“Added sugar … hits the liver more directly and can cause more damage” and Critics of regulation use this point to try and prove that
sugar is not to blame. Text 1 quotes Jeffrey Senger: “Any food, if it’s abused, can be unhealthy” (lines 22-23). However, companies
put high amounts of sugar in their products. Text 3 states,“Sugar is cheap, sugar tastes good, and sugar sells …” ). The essay
demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [According to
Text 1 … (lines 11-13) and Text 3 states … (lines 57-58)]. The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a
cohesive and coherent essay with an introduction that establishes the claim by agreeing with the many people who believe that the
United States government should put an end to these problems by creating strict sugar regulation, three supporting paragraphs that
address the numerous diseases caused by the overconsumption of sugar, the addictive qualities of sugar, and the lack of incentives
companies have for change in the system as it currently is, and a summative conclusion that reiterates the claim (Regulations should be
imposed on sugar production because it will have a positive effect on the American society). The essay establishes and maintains a
formal style, using fluent and precise language and sound structure (If companies will not make changes on their own, then it is up to
the government to impose these changes on them). The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (itself the many;
Arguements; sugar intake then; ones intake; hungry, this; food however usually; acceptible; epidemic, businesses) that do not hinder
comprehension.
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – A

Anchor Level 4–A
The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (The US government should be allowed to restrict sugar consumption
because it is in the best interest of the people for their health and personal lives). The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate
analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Some even claim
that sugar is not the root of metabolic syndrome … However, the removal of added sugar will reduce the risks for diseases and the
health of the general public will improve). The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and
relevant evidence to support analysis (Sugar has many negative effects such as high blood pressure and cholesterol as well as other
diseases like obesity, heart disease, and liver failure and They claim that 45% of all non-alcoholic beverages have zero calories and
that the amount of sugar per beverage has reduced 23% over the past 16 years). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to
avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 1, 12-13) and (Text 2, 39-42)]. The essay exhibits
acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay with an opening paragraph that introduces the claim,
followed by one body paragraph that supports the claim and a second paragraph that presents and refutes the counterclaim, and a
conclusion that reiterates the original claim (In conclusion, it is the sole responsibility of the federal government to take measures in
order to ensure the health of the general public). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise and appropriate
language and structure (They reject the idea that sugar is toxic to the human body and disregard the evidence presented by
researchers). The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (addictive while others; body but; cancers.” (Text 1,
12-13) Sugar; Sugar … They; the amount of sugar per beverage has reduced 23%; excercise; measures … which includes; sugarintake) that do not hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – B

Anchor Level 4–B
The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Sugar should be strictly regulated because, although it’s natural and
sweet, it is also very harmful, addictive, and causes high rates of obesity). The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of
the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Sugar, especially, can be
deadly when taken because it is very addictive, and when a toxic is addictive, it has a negative impact on society and Some people
might argue that obesity is an illness that is bearable, and easy to live with, but it can also cause other illnesses that affect the inside of
the human body). The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (It is
the main cause of America’s high rate of illnesses such as, “type 2 diabetes, heart disease, and a variety of cancers,” and With no limit
on sugar, obesity rates in America have risen). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing
with direct quotes and paraphrased material. However, the citation is incomplete, listing only the text number and not the line number
(Text 1, Text 3, Text 2). The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay with an opening
paragraph that introduces the claim, two paragraphs that each support and then refute the claim, and a conclusion that reaffirms the
original claim (Government should work to keep the citizens of America safer by managing the amount of ultimately harmful things
that everyday people use, like alcohol, tobacco, and sugar). The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise and
appropriate language and structure (Anything can be harmful when abused). The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting
occasional errors (detrimental to, necissarily, a person … for themself, a person … they, appropiately) that do not hinder
comprehension.
Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — Aug. ’16

[25]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – C

Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — Aug. ’16

[26]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – C

Regents Exam in ELA (Common Core) Rating Guide — Aug. ’16

[27]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 4 – C

Anchor Level 4–C
The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (Sugar is a natural substance and does not need strict regulations). The
essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim and to distinguish the claim from
alternate or opposing claims (I do understand why people blame the sugar. Some statistics are biased. … which can be scary … But
what some people don’t know is that these statistics do not apply to only one cup of soda a day). The essay presents ideas sufficiently,
making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support analysis (Too much of anything can be toxic, and people need to be
aware of that instead of just blaming the product and Lustig wanted to ban the sale of sugary drinks to people under the age of
seventeen and tighten laws for the sale of sugary beverages and snacks around schools … Sugar is not the problem). The essay
demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material, and
citations have been incorrectly identified (Text 4, graphic should be Text 4, lines 5-6; Text 1, lines 28-30 should be Text 2, lines 2830). The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay that becomes repetitive at times.
The essay opens with a paragraph that introduces the claim, followed by two body paragraphs, each of which present a counterclaim
which is then refuted, and concludes with a paragraph that restates the claim (If people can control how much sugary substances they
eat/drink, we would not need to even think about regulating it). The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using
primarily basic language that is sometimes inappropriate (I think this is ridiculous and all of these crazy theories) and structure (Saying
sugar is the cause … is just ignorant). The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (to for “of”; biased to;
problem, people; healthy, because) that do not hinder comprehension.
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