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Anchor Level 3–A 

 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (I do not believe Google should be making self-driving cars). The 

essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts (Self-driving cars would increase unemployment rates, and not understand the imperfect 

world us humans do), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims, only mentioning some benefits 

during long car trips and for disabled people but dismissing them (However I still believe self-driving cars are not a good idea). The 

essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis, supplying information about 

problems for businesses that don’t adjust fast enough, projected unemployment rates, and problems with programing the cars. The 

essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material, 

identifying three texts but failing to supply line numbers [(Text 1) and (text 3)]. The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and 

information to create a mostly coherent essay, stating the claim in the first paragraph, devoting a second paragraph to both business 

problems and unemployment, offering a poorly supported observation (These cars are just to perfect to survive in this world) and 

concluding with the identification of a few benefits and restatement of the claim. The essay implies, but does not directly connect 

human driving habits to the argument being made. The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic 

language (us humans do, which is not good, to for “too”) and structure (People such as truck drivers, taxi drivers, delivery people, bus 

drivers, postal service drivers, and more). The essay demonstrates partial control, exhibiting occasional errors (licencing; more greater 

extant; more. Self-driving; cars … It; However I) that do not hinder comprehension. 



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Aug. ’17 [30]

Anchor Paper – Part 2 – Level 3 – B



Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Aug. ’17 [31]

Anchor Level 3–B 

 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (This action taken by Google is positive and negative. The research in 

the articles show that the good effects outweighs the bad effects). The essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts (With the new 

autonomous cars into society the percentage of car related accidents would drop), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from 

alternate or opposing claims (Although many positive effects have come from the technology to make autonomous cars some people 

criticize autonomous cars). The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis 

(Along with being cheaper, these cars would deminish the amount of cars on the road and eradicating traffic jams and pollution due to 

an access of cars). The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism, sometimes failing to use line numbers 

after the text, when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material (Text 1; Text 11; Text 1, line 49). The essay exhibits some 

organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay by introducing a claim, followed by one body paragraph that 

supports the claim, then a brief paragraph that acknowledges the counterclaim, and concluding with a single sentence of advice (So be 

prepared for more of these types of autonomous cars). The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic 

language and structure (this would allow for fewer death accidents and safer traveling; be put back into the pockets of the people; 

access for “excess”). The essay demonstrates emerging control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (research … show; drop 

this would; cars: is; cars – the; chauffers; deminish … eradicating; cars some) that hinder comprehension. 
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Anchor Level 3–C 

 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (So when asked “Should self driving cars replace humans?” The 

answer should be no). The essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts (humans dont drive like they should and taking those jobs 

from humans would be catastrophic), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Some may disagree 

and say its a great idea and that less accidents will happen). The essay presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant 

evidence from Text 2 (“biggest challenges facing automated cars is blending them in to a world in which humans dont behave by the 

book”) and from Text 3 (that would leave almost 4 million people unemployed) to support analysis. The essay demonstrates 

inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 2, lines 13–14) and 

what text 1 said …]. The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay, with an 

introductory paragraph establishing the claim, three body paragraphs which move from discussing human driving skills to the loss of 

jobs, then to the problems of obesity connected to self-driving cars, and finally to the recognition of an alternate claim. The essay 

establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic language and structure, that is sometimes imprecise and 

ambiguous (their is a chart the states all or most jobs that would become automated and leeve humans unemployed and Although 

driving does not take much). The essay demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (approchs; So when; 

humans?”; the auther says “biggest challenges; in to; dont; speed. try; manuvers; involved, its) that make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 2–A 

 

The essay introduces a reasonable claim (I don’t think self-driving cars should replace human drivers), as directed by the task. The 

essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts (These hackers could take control over these vehicles and 3,971,350 people would lose 

their jobs in the US), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims, only making one reference to a 

positive aspect of self-driving cars (On the other hand relaxing in a car without anyone or yourself driving would be nice). The essay 

presents ideas inconsistently, in an attempt to support analysis, making use of some evidence that may be irrelevant (I want to be 

incontrol of what I’m doing 24/7, in a car). The essay demonstrates inconsistent use of citations to avoid plagiarism when dealing with 

direct quotes and paraphrased material [in text 1 (lines 45–49) and In text 3], including line references that extend beyond the cited 

material. The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay by first stating a claim 

and identifying both a negative and a positive aspect of self-driving cars, next supplying a paragraph that addresses hackers, self-

driving cars’ effect on jobs, and unconnected references to a 4-way stop, and concluding with a paragraph devoted to personal opinion. 

The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is inappropriate or imprecise (hackers in text 1, something is found out, 24/7). 

The essay demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (jobs and; mountfunction; accedents; definitly; 

cars/trucks 3,971,350; In text 2 (lines 6–11) says “One; senors; completly; stopp; cars is probally) that make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 2–B 

 

The essay introduces a claim (Yes i argee that we should have self-driving cars and They should replace human drivers). The essay 

demonstrates unclear analysis of the texts (I Think That would be a good idea Because are world is going into the furture and And also 

over 90 % of accidents are caused by driver error. That will also mean fewer cars will be on the road), failing to distinguish the claim 

from alternate or opposing claims although an unsupported quote from Text 1 contains some negative information. The essay presents 

ideas inconsistently, in an attempt to support analysis, making use of some evidence from Text 1 (over 90% of accidents are caused by 

driver error and “There regulatory and Legislative abstacles to widespread use of self driveing cars and substantial concerns about 

Privacy”) and from Text 3 (Public transportation Drivers will become obsolete … and even Postal service driver such as UPS Fed Ex 

may also face extinction) that is contradictory. The essay does not make use of citations. The essay exhibits inconsistent organization 

of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay by first introducing a claim about self-driving cars, then stating some 

general supportive information about such cars (People will be able to share a car. The car will take them where ever they need to go), 

followed by an unsupported quote from Text 1, and concluding with a quote from Text 3, both of which go against the claim. Because 

of the amount of quoted material, original student writing is somewhat compromised. The essay lacks a formal style, using some 

language that is inappropriate and imprecise (are world and if we have self-driving car it will be less accidents). The essay 

demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (Yes, i argee, cars and, furture and, cars “There regulatory 

and Legislative, abstacles, obsolete Because) that make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 2–C 

 

The essay introduces a claim (Yes, Self driving car should replace Human drivers because there are alot of obstacles to the use of 

Human drivers). The essay demonstrates unclear analysis of the texts (you will never know who is driving you around and you can 

never know who is controlling your car), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims beyond making a vague 

statement (Although self driving car sounds pretty good their are some bad things about it). The essay presents little evidence from the 

texts (Companies that plan ahead … will survive, Companies that will invest in the old technology will need to envolve, in Since 2009 

Google Cars Have been in 16 car accienat). The essay does not make use of citations. The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of 

ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay by providing one paragraph that contains a claim, followed by references to 

privacy and security, including some evidence from Text 1 and Text 2, and ending abruptly. The essay lacks a formal style, using some 

language that is imprecise (alot, will risk in killing, pretty good, their for “there”, in Since). The essay demonstrates a lack of control of 

conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (Self driving car; drivers there’s; However these; Coming and they; soon. the; Survive But; 

good their; accienat) that make comprehension difficult. 
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Anchor Level 1–A 

 

The essay does not introduce a claim, only referring to self driving cars in the final sentence. The essay does not demonstrate analysis 

of the texts. The essay presents no evidence from the texts beyond the statement that self driving cars are Junk and can malfuncation. 

The essay does not make use of citations. The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, first addressing the 

fact that Billions of people are handling personal cars, truck, suvs, and heavy equipmient and stating that most young teens and 

younger adult/rookie or inexperience drivers are not safe on the road, then explaining the steps taken to get a license and finding fault 

with people who don’t know how to handle a car, touting the benefit of practicing driving on private land, and concluding with 

negative statements about the law restricting driving after 9PM and about self driving cars. The essay lacks a formal style, using some 

language that is inappropriate (stupid and junk) or imprecise (amount of Drivers, so far up, the don’t, know for “now”). The essay 

demonstrates emerging control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors that hinder comprehension (up their is Billions; way. first; 

age then; wheel the; wheel I have drove; malfuncation). The essay is a personal response, making little to no reference to the texts, and 

can be scored no higher than a 1. 
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Anchor Level 1–B 

 

The essay introduces a claim about flying cars, but does not address self-driving cars (Google should make flying cars because It would 

be beneifial for the upcoming generations). The essay does not demonstrate analysis of the texts. The essay presents no evidence from 

the texts and does not make use of citations. The essay exhibits little organization of ideas and information. The single sentence makes 

it minimal, making assessment of language unreliable. The essay is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable. 
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Practice Paper A – Score Level 3 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 3. 

 

 

Practice Paper B – Score Level 1 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 1. 

 

 

Practice Paper C – Score Level 4 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 4. 

 

 

Practice Paper D – Score Level 5 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 5. 

 

 

Practice Paper E – Score Level 2 
Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 2. 
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