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Anchor Level 3—A

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (In this arrgeument plastic bags shouldn’t
be baned because the economy can be dammage and not all plastic bags are being litter). The essay
demonstrates some analysis of the texts (In places with a ban people stopped shopping ... This damnage
the economy and Not all litter in the ocean is just the plastic bags), but insufficiently distinguishes the
claim from alternate or opposing claims (Plastic bags hurt the envierment). The essay presents ideas
briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis ( “Durning a one year
period ... the majority of stores surveyed in areas with a ban reperted an overall average sales decline of
nearly 6% and “The study found plastic shopping bags represented less than 3% of marine litter on
European beaches,...”). The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when
dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material [(Text 4 lines 4-7) and (Text 3 lines 19 and 20)]. The
essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay, first
introducing the issue (Could plastic bags be so bad that people are willing to ban them?) and the claim
(plastic bags shouldn’t be baned), then following with a paragraph that supports the claim (7Therefor
plastic bags shouldnt be banned), a paragraph addressing a counterclaim (7his makes it harder on the
enviorment to live on) and concluding with a summation. The essay establishes but fails to maintain a
formal style, using primarily basic language and structure (Other people feel like it’s not okay to ban
plastic bags since it also effects the economy and there are biodegradables around to mess it up). The
essay demonstrates emerging control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (bags ... it; litter but also
harder; arrgeument; can be dammage; Durning, bag meaning, Therefor plastic bags; envierment, up.
Which; negivatve; dangerious) that hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Level 3-B

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (We must ban plastic shopping bags). The
essay demonstrates some analysis of the texts (4 lot of bags gets shreeded up into sewer drains, which
clogs drains and If we ban these bags we would have a much cleaner envirnment), but insufficiently
distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Even if you say paper bags are also getting
baned, so what will we use? and how hard is is it to reuse a bag). The essay presents ideas briefly, making
use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis ( “These bags are very dangeros for sea life
especially those of the mammal varity and “They [bags] can be seen fluttering from trees, floting in that
much publicized patch of plastic detritus in the middle of the ocean’). The essay demonstrates inconsistent
citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material,
identifying only the text (A4s stated in Texts two and as stated in text Four) but not providing the line
numbers. The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information to create a mostly coherent essay,
with an opening paragraph that introduces the claim, two paragraphs that support the claim and address a
counterclaim, and a brief conclusion that promotes paper bags. The essay establishes but fails to maintain
a formal style, using primarily basic language and structure (Of the biggest things in the landfill is plastic
bags and The Pros easily win the cons). The essay demonstrates emerging control of conventions,
exhibiting occasional errors (fen decade, know these, drains it, bags is, citys, defennittly, obvisly, bags we,
envirnment, Lets be Honest) that hinder comprehension.
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Anchor Level 3—-C

The essay introduces a reasonable claim, as directed by the task (I think we should ban plastic bags they
dont break and disolve in to the earth it stays for long periods of time). The essay demonstrates some
analysis of the texts (But some dont follow this rule and just leave it outside which is then carried by the
wind which can travel all the way to the ocean harming wild life or even the wood where animals are
located), but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims (However Some might
disagree that we should and i think its better to fix the problem now by bannig plastic bags). The essay
presents ideas briefly, making use of some specific and relevant evidence to support analysis ( “Bags dont
dive into the ocean. Jump into the sewers or take Flight without help and It has been estimated that one
bag has the potential to untintenally kill one animal per every 3 months due to digestion). The essay
demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and
paraphrased material, at times providing inexact information (/ine 5 text I should be “lines 4-6 text 1~ and
text 4 Line 51 should be “text 3 Line 517). The essay exhibits some organization of ideas and information
to create a mostly coherent essay by introducing a claim that calls for the banning of plastic bags, followed
by a paragraph that is meant to support the claim but sometimes takes the opposite course ( “...with proper
recycling, reuse or disposbal benefits can outweigh risks”) and is in some places incoherent, then a
paragraph consisting of quoted material about the danger plastic bags pose to animals, and a concluding
paragraph that addresses a counterclaim. The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using
primarily basic language and structure (Eviendetly in the world we have an occuring topic that is used in
every day lifes and that is plastic bags should they be banned paper or plastic). The essay demonstrates a
lack of control of conventions (Eviendetly, bags should, dont, disolve, earth is, rains recycling, disposbal,
accecories, untintenally, 517, enviolmental, i think, bannig, biodigrabble), exhibiting frequent errors that
make comprehension difficult.
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Anchor Level 2-A

The essay introduces a claim (I dont think they should be band because if people dont throw them out of
windows or out on the ground then they wont be in the ocean). The essay demonstrates confused or unclear
analysis of the texts (So when they band plastic bags what are people going to use when they have to take
their grocrices out to the car? and Some people dont think before they throw things on the ground ... so its
like a habbit), insufficiently distinguishing the claim from alternate or opposing claims (People say that
they should band plastic bags because they cost a lot of money). The essay presents ideas inconsistently
and inaccurately, in an attempt to support analysis (“Some people reports state they plastic bags are
responsable for less then 1% of all litter” and “Weighing the cost and benfits makes it clear that banding
plastic bags yeilds benfits at a very high cost”), making use of some evidence that may be irrelevant. The
essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes and
paraphrased material [(fext 4, pargph 41) and (text 3, line 47)] while also copying some text inaccurately.
The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, consisting of a single paragraph
starting with a claim opposing a ban on plastic bags to keep them out of the ocean, followed by comments
on litter (Its just people need to start cleaning up after them selfs when they throw them ouf), then
comments on ways to pay for plastic bags (people should recycle them for 5 cents a bag), concluding with
the idea of litter again (if people clean up after them self then maybe plastic bags wouldnt be banded),
failing to create a coherent essay. The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is inappropriate
or imprecise (if they want the plastic bags should be an over the place and because they so use/growing up
of seeing). The essay demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (banded,

band, dont, them selfs, less then, because its more, grosries, out so, habbif) that make comprehension
difficult.
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Anchor Level 2-B

The essay introduces a claim (plastic bags may be recyclable, but some are not ... It is a problem ... its
contamined, the air and water, even the atmosphere). The essay demonstrates confused and unclear
analysis of the texts (it will decrease a certain percentage of burning plastic bags, but still some others
materials will keeping burning and According to the quote not all the plastic bags are made of plastic some
are made of tamine and are not recyclable), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing
claims. The essay presents ideas inconsistently and inaccurately, in an attempt to support analysis (Even
the smoke that the burning plastic bags disperse affect the peopple make them sick. In the text “1” talks
about if banning plastic bag should help the environment and “If the plastic bags is reused ... a cotton bag
would have to be used over 300 times to have a lower global warming potential” ... So the plastic bags not
all recyclable or renewable). The essay demonstrates little use of citations to avoid plagiarism when
dealing with direct quotes and paraphrased material from Text 1 that fails to correctly identify line
numbers (fext “1” talks and text 1, line 29) and makes references to burning without acknowledging that
this comes from Text 2. The essay exhibits inconsistent organization of ideas and information, failing to
create a coherent essay. The essay is a single paragraph that moves from stating that plastic bags may or
may not be recyclable, to the negative effects of burning plastic, to the impact of plastic as opposed to
cotton reuse, then returns to a comment about recycling, and concludes with a confused return to the claim
(So the plastic bags not all recyclable or renewable and we have to find a way to do not throw them away
and contaminated the environment). The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is imprecise
(by the material are them made, effect in the invironmental, on my opinion). The essay demonstrates a lack
of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent errors (banned? plastic, problem, it; contamined, peopple;

environment, well; others materials; will keeping burning; plastic some) that make comprehension
difficult.

Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Aug. ’19 [41]



Anchor Paper — Part2 - Level2-C

(a5t btﬁ\shou& not he hmnej- /l, ) ,[
WY\(\% ‘dﬁ""\ru § ‘m]g 0 a0 \
r\onrtﬁ

be thanaded raTe naegdy
T)m shde‘@ p O QS‘JY‘C *ﬂ’c) Sfop dY’OPKb

wle e ponS StgTe
POn S iﬂ“*;w f&»*
i ﬂWV{E '

\&Caw’% Sﬁi; a;ww om%e ooz 0raek] os\f
ﬁ}nd hoy/ bws 25 1A pmplé‘*‘ ey dﬂ\l) chw) 05
7 w W G ud \nmu han T,
hey £l nal B9n OIS CQAuse pegpley

Hﬁ%ﬁw@e&d“e@rwwwadﬁmmvxﬁew;ov~

o TR SRS Kag dant got wqr&‘fm Fhe Y
CQY\M S¢ gO%{n., -
c@nmﬁmw bqwh& ¢ J“u
re wsorYd coud ﬂ‘_\’?elm U gL
oM o) o Pw;mn” [ ditoppif
4gys, / |

L2

Regents Exam in ELA Rating Guide — Aug. ’19 [42]



Anchor Level 2-C

The essay introduces a claim (Plastic bag shoud not be banned). The essay demonstrates a confused and
unclear analysis of the texts (This proves bag dont get throw on the floor or get lost. And how bags is in
peoples every day doings), failing to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims. The essay
presents little evidence from one text that is not identified ( “reports state that plastic bags are responsible
for less than 1% of all litter”). The essay does not make use of citations. The essay exhibits inconsistent
organization of ideas and information, failing to create a coherent essay. The essay consists of four brief
paragraphs, opening with a negative claim based on superficial reasons, followed by two body paragraphs
consisting of loosely connected sentences about plastic bag littering and reuse, and a concluding paragraph
that offers a vague affirmation of the claim (/n conclussion, bag shoud stay in the world cause it helps out
our comunity and enviroment in diferent ways). The essay lacks a formal style, using some language that is
inappropriate and imprecise (gonna carry the stuff, loosing for “losing”, cause for “because”, Bag dont get
waisted they can use again). The essay demonstrates a lack of control of conventions, exhibiting frequent
errors (banned how, get. And; more harder; shoud,; bag dont; get throw on, bags is, peoples;, why woud
you ban it; migt;, waisted, conclussion;, bag shoud; comunity; enviroment; diferent) that make
comprehension difficult.
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Anchor Level 1-A

The essay introduces a claim (Plastic bags should not be banned because shopping bags are used for
groceries). The essay does not demonstrate any analysis of the texts. The essay presents no evidence from
the texts and does not make use of citations. The essay is minimal, making assessment of coherence,
organization, and style unreliable. The essay is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
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Anchor Level 1-B

The essay does not introduce a claim or demonstrate analysis of the texts. The essay presents evidence
from Text 1 and Text 2 with no attempt to use it to support any analysis. The essay exhibits little
organization of ideas and information, opening with some personal commentary, which is followed by a
series of details copied from Texts 1 and 2. The essay uses language that is mostly copied directly from the

task and texts. The original student writing is minimal, making assessment of conventions unreliable.
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Practice Paper A — Score Level 4

Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 4.

Practice Paper B — Score Level 5

Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 5.

Practice Paper C — Score Level 2

Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 2.

Practice Paper D — Score Level 6

Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 6.

Practice Paper E — Score Level 3

Holistically, this essay best fits the criteria for Level 3.
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