
Updated information regarding the rating of this examination may be posted on the 
New York State Education Department’s web site during the rating period. Check this web site 
at https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-school-regents-examinations and select the link 
“Scoring Information” for any recently posted information regarding this examination. This site should 
be checked before the rating process for this examination begins and several times throughout the 
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Mechanics of Rating

Scoring the Multiple-Choice Questions
For this exam all schools must use uniform scannable answer sheets provided by the regional 

scanning center or large-city scanning center. If the student’s responses for the multiple-choice 
questions are being hand scored prior to being scanned, the scorer must be careful not to 
make any marks on the answer sheet except to record the scores in the designated score boxes. 
Marks elsewhere on the answer sheet will interfere with the accuracy of the scanning.

Before scannable answer sheets are machine scored, several samples must be both machine and 
manually scored to ensure the accuracy of the machine-scoring process. All discrepancies must be 
resolved before student answer sheets are machine scored. When machine scoring is completed, a sample of 
the scored answer sheets must be scored manually to verify the accuracy of the machine-scoring process.
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ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

Rating of Essay and Response Questions

(1) In training raters to score student essays and responses for each part of the examination, follow the 
procedures outlined below:

Introduction to the Tasks
• Raters read the task and summarize it.
• Raters read the passages or passage and plan a response to the task.
• Raters share response plans and summarize expectations for student responses.

Introduction to the Rubric and Anchor Papers
• Trainer reviews rubric with reference to the task.
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores (i.e., by matching evidence from the response 

to the language of the rubric and by weighing all qualities equally).
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary. (Note: anchor papers are ordered in pairs 

of high and low within each score level.)

Practice Scoring Individually
• Raters score a set of fi ve practice papers individually. Raters should score the fi ve papers independently 

without looking at the scores provided after the fi ve papers.
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until raters feel comfortable enough to move on to actual 

scoring. (Practice papers for Parts 2 and 3 contain score and commentary.)

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay and 
response on the rating sheets provided in the Information Booklet, not directly on the student’s essay or 
response or answer sheet. Do not correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Both the 6-credit essay and the 4-credit response must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be 
necessary to resolve scores that differ by more than one point. Teachers may not score their own 
students’ answer papers. The scoring coordinator will be responsible for coordinating the movement of 
papers, calculating a fi nal score for each student’s essay or response, and recording that information on the 
student’s answer paper.

 Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions on any Regents Exam 
after each question has been rated the required number of times as specifi ed in the rating guide, 
regardless of the fi nal exam score. Schools are required to ensure that the raw scores have been 
added correctly and that the resulting scale score has been determined accurately.
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Anchor Level 6–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (The Food and Drug 
Administration is responsible for regulating such products that come in contact with the human body, 
so it should properly and completely exercise its responsibilty to protect consumers in the United 
States). 

 The essay demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim 
(This could lead to tremendous inconsistency with regard to the banning of the inks, since each state 
would get to make its own rules and People don’t want to place unknown things of any type into their 
bodies—and it’s the government’s responsibility to ensure that the corporations remain responsible) 
and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Opponents of these laws may state 
examples to refute these points … However, governments should remain true to their priorities. Is the 
health of citizens less important than money?). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully, making highly effective use of a wide range of specific 
and relevant evidence to support analysis (According to Text 3, tattoo ink “may contain hazardous 
substances that cause skin allergies and other more serious health impacts, such as genetic mutations 
and cancer”; Currently, according to Text 2, “The actual practice of tattooing is regulated by local 
jurisdictions”; For example, tattoo artist Erich Mähnert says that EU “member states … will also 
receive a substantial tax deficit”). 

 The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 
and paraphrased material [In text 2 … (Lines 37–38), (Text 1, Lines 35–36), (Text 4, Lines 13–15)]. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The essay exhibits skillful organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
essay, with an introductory paragraph that provides background to the debate on the regulation of 
tattoo pigments and establishes a positive claim, followed by two paragraphs of support (There are 
tremendous health risks associated with the use of certain pigments in tattoo ink and Additionally, 
even more dangerous than the health risks are the unknowns of tattoo inks). A fourth paragraph 
presents the counterclaim and a rebuttal (health and safety is an aspect that should not be 
compromised) and a concluding paragraph that reinforces the claim.  

 The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated language and structure (While 
some consider this to be an infraction upon the personal right of citizens, others consider it a necessary 
protection of consumers; This could only be done with explicit and clear regulation on the part of the 
FDA; Today, industry should always follow science, and the inks are but one of the areas where 
science has truthfully been ignored in favor of the economy and politics). 

 
CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The essay demonstrates control of conventions with essentially no errors, even with sophisticated 
language.  
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Anchor Level 6–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The essay introduces a precise and insightful claim, as directed by the task (These inks, however, 
should not be banned until sufficient evidence against the use of them has been procured. Despite 
results of either danger or suspected danger, these inks should only be regulated with a strong caution 
required for the customer before use).  

 The essay demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim 
(This shows a clear discrepancy amongst the rules, and favors cosmetics, more commonly accepted 
forms of expression, over tattoos, while they are both made up of similar pigments and Both of these 
perspectives represent the giant holes in data currently present in the research and regulations 
surrounding tattoo ink, and make it clear that a consensus can not be agreed upon while such  a lack 
of information exists) and to distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (With this 
boom … a drive for new colors and styles of art … have raised public health concerns and Many of 
the arguments for strong regulations lie in seeming predjudice against tattooed people). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The essay presents ideas fully and thoughtfully, making highly effective use of a wide range of specific 
and relevant evidence to support analysis (“people who have lost their eyebrows due to 
alopecia … may choose to have ‘eyebrows’ tattooed on”; “I would love to get some way to get data 
to really look and see if there is an association between malignancy and tattoos … but there’s multiple 
layers of data we don’t have”; without the two pigments … demand would outweigh the fear of risk, 
to the point that illegal, unregulated pigments … would enter the market). 

 The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 
and paraphrased material [(Text 4, Lines 36–37), (Text 2, lines 34–35) and (Text 1, Lines 51–54)]. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The essay exhibits skillful organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
essay, with an opening paragraph that provides background to the issue and establishes a negative 
claim, followed by a paragraph that presents a counterclaim regarding the stereotype that those who 
have tattoos are ruffians … and bandits, stating the similarities in pigments between those used for 
cosmetics and those used for tattoos and how cosmetics are considered more appropriate forms of 
expression so the pigments are not banned in this industry. A third and fourth paragraph discuss the 
need for more information before banning and the socio-economic harms that would happen as a result 
of banning. The essay concludes with a reiteration of the claim and supporting reasons, so that in the 
land of the free, creativity must be free as well. 

 The essay establishes and maintains a formal style using fluent and precise language and sound 
structure (As tattooing has developed by becoming more generally seen and accepted in major society, 
the technologies used to perform tattoos and the realm of possibilities has significantly developed; To 
begin, the question of a ban on tattoo ink should not be discussed fully until the correct amount of 
scientific evidence and data is found; There is also a dire need for more information and data 
surrounding this issue), although hailing is an incorrect word choice.  

 
CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The essay demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (possibilities has; ruffians, 
they are; comparitively; toxicity’” but it; abillity) only when using sophisticated language. 
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Anchor Level 5–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (While some condemn 
such an intervention, fearing the loss of some artistic advantages, it is clear that the FDA should 
regulate certain tatoo and permanent makeup pigments to prevent health issues). 

 The essay demonstrates in-depth and insightful analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim 
(Thus it was proved that the tatoo market is completely unregulated, with no one enforcing honesty in 
distribution and allowing for the misleading of consumers) and to distinguish the claim from alternate 
or opposing claims (Some, particularly tatoo artists themselves, have been vehemetly against 
regulation from the FDA. They fear that intervention by the FDA would deprive them of certain 
pigments, and limit how they do their job … The fact that these pigments could potentially cause a 
terminal illness … is far more concerning than a minor setback in an artist’s career). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence 
to support analysis (it was found that “a third had labels that didn’t accurately reflect the pigments 
inside” and “during 2003 and 2004, FDA became aware of more than 150 reports of adverse reactions 
in consumers”). 

 The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 
and paraphrased material [(Text 1, Lines 29–30) and (Text 3, Lines 11–13)]. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The essay exhibits logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
essay, with an introduction that presents the issue and establishes a positive claim, followed by two 
body paragraphs of support that focus on the fact that they are currently completely unregulated and 
the unhealthiness of the current system. A fourth paragraph presents and refutes a counterclaim 
regarding some people’s fears of how FDA regulation will impact them and is followed by a 
concluding paragraph that reiterates the claim and key arguments.  

 The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using sophisticated language and structure (The 
use of certain types of tatoo pigments has come under controversy recently due to potential health 
issues, leading some to wonder whether the FDA should intervene and This has been determined by 
accounting for the currently unregulated sale of pigments, and how unsafe it has become as a result 
of its unregulation and the hazardous substances being used). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The essay demonstrates control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (tatoo; decieved; 
vehemetly; prihoritios; neccessity) only when using sophisticated language.  
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Anchor Level 5–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (The FDA should not be 
regulating the pigments in inks and permanent makeup because it could affect the economy and tax 
revenues, there is no solid evidence and if people find out they can’t get a tattoo because the nesessary 
pigment … are banned then they will go to places that follow no regulations). 

 The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the claim (Many people 
get tattoos but when they find out that they are not able to the tattooing industry will lose buissness 
causing less money to be produced for the taxes needing to be paid in for the city and If people are not 
able to gain access to the procedures they are really set on they will find a way … Doing this they are 
risking their health because the people they will find … don’t follow other safety regulations), and to 
distinguish the claim from alternate or opposing claims (Some may say that the FDA has found reason 
to believe that the pigments, Blue 15 and Green 7 could cause health problems … There is no sufficient 
solid data to prove that tattoo pigments emit harmful substances). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The essay presents ideas clearly and accurately, making effective use of specific and relevant evidence 
to support analysis (The market will suffer as “up to 65% of all color tones will be lost” and 
Ultramarine blue and hexacyanoferrate are “both poisonous but would be allowed in tattoo inks as 
they are permitted in the cosmetics ordinance”). 

 The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 
and paraphrased material [(Text 2, Line 33,34) and (Text 1, 53)], although one citation is misquoted as 
they are for “as these substances are.” 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The essay exhibits a logical organization of ideas and information to create a cohesive and coherent 
essay, with an opening paragraph that introduces the issue and concerns and leads to a negative claim, 
followed by one paragraph of support that focuses on how regulations can negatively impact the 
economy and a second that focuses on how people will find a way to get tattoos despite regulation and 
the reasons why, as well as the danger this poses. The essay concludes with a paragraph of summation.  

 The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise and appropriate language and 
structure (All people have undertones that require a specific match of colors mixed, one of which 
includes the primary colors and yet what isn’t allowed in the tattoo industry is allowed in the cosmetic 
industry) although some instances of inexact phrasing exists within (because will spend; It doesn’t 
also cause; Pigments are being shamed). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The essay demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (revenues, there 
is; nesessary pigment; tattoos but; buissness; Line 15), people; clientel; persistant, if; a adjunct; of it, 
many; appearences; place the; peoples choices) that do not hinder comprehension.  
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Anchor Level 4–A 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The essay introduces a precise and thoughtful claim, as directed by the task (The FDA should regulate 
certain tattoo and permanent makeup pigments as they can be harmful to the body/health and it will 
not affect the economy of the country).  

 The essay demonstrates thorough analysis of the texts as necessary to support the claim (the pigments 
… could weaken the immune cell which then would lead the person to be more vulnerable to 
germs/viruses as the cells would be to weak to fight them off and if FDA were to check the permanent 
makeup ink shades before use they can find out whether it would have harmful substances/pigments 
that could give the consumer the opposite result they expected) and to distinguish the claim from 
alternate or opposing claims (some may argue that if FDA’s were to find the permanent makeup or 
tattoo inks to be harmful it could negatively affect the economy of the country … restricting the use … 
will not affect the economy much, but would prevent regrettable outcomes). 

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support 
analysis (“They found evidence that smaller pigment particles can indeed migrate from the skin 
towards the lymph nodes” and “During 2003 and 2004, FDA became aware of more than 150 reports 
of adverse reactions in consumers to certain permanent makeup ink shades, and it is possible that the 
actual number of women affect was greater”). 

 The essay demonstrates proper citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct quotes 
and paraphrased material [text 1 it states … (line 42–43) and text 2 states … (lines 10–12)]. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, first 
introducing a claim, followed by two paragraphs of support focusing on how tattoo ink migrates in the 
body and can lead to a decline in health and on how FDA’s check could prevent consumers from 
experiencing undesired outcomes. A fourth paragraph presents and refutes an argument relating to the 
negative effects on the economy and is followed by a concluding paragraph of summation (FDA’s 
should regulate certain tattoo and permanent makeup pigments … for safer products to be used). 

 The essay establishes and maintains a formal style, using precise and appropriate language and 
structure (This tells us that certain permanent makeup can show negative or undesired results on the 
consumers and This clearly tells us that restricting the use of permanent makeup/tattoo ink will not 
affect the economy much, but would help prevent regrettable outcomes), although the formality is 
somewhat weakened by the use of the first person pronouns. 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The essay demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (health and it will; 
text 1 it states “They; the person … their lives; to weak; of women affect; the consumer … they; FDA’s 
were; banning … give) that do not hinder comprehension.  
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Anchor Level 4–B 
 
CONTENT AND ANALYSIS: 

 The essay introduces a precise claim, as directed by the task (the FDA shouldn’t regulate tattoo ink 
because there is little evidence to prove that tattoo ink is harmful and the ban can affect other tattoo 
colors). 

 The essay demonstrates appropriate and accurate analysis of the texts, as necessary to support the 
claim (This supports my claim because it shows how the ban will affect most of the inks a tattoo artist 
uses and This supports my claim because it shows how the ban can cause more health concerns for 
the consumer) but insufficiently distinguishes the claim from alternate or opposing claims (On the 
other hand, some people argue that the FDA should regulate tattoo ink to lower the risk of negative 
effects to the body … This supports my counterclaim because it shows how tattoos can cause health 
issues).  

 
COMMAND OF EVIDENCE: 

 The essay presents ideas sufficiently, making adequate use of specific and relevant evidence to support 
analysis (“During the tattooing process it’s not uncommon for drops of blood to appear, showing that 
blood vessels can be damaged and give the ink access to the bloodstream” and “If the consumer no 
longer receives this from reputable tattoo artists in Europe, he will either switch to other EU countries 
or to unofficial and dubious providers”). 

 The essay demonstrates inconsistent citation of sources to avoid plagiarism when dealing with direct 
quotes and paraphrased material, omitting line numbers and correctly citing one source using the 
author’s name [(Greenfieldboyce)], but for other sources, the citation is incomplete [(Mähnert)], uses 
the title instead of the author [(Tattoo Inks and Permanant Make-Up)], or is omitted. 

 
COHERENCE, ORGANIZATION, AND STYLE: 

 The essay exhibits acceptable organization of ideas and information to create a coherent essay, first 
introducing the claim and counterclaim, followed by a paragraph that presents but fails to refute the 
counterclaim that addresses health concerns, followed by two paragraphs that support the claim that 
the FDA shouldn’t be able to regulate tattoo ink by focusing on the effect the ban will have on all inks 
and the lack of data on the need for regulation, concluding with a paragraph that reiterates the claim 
(there is little evidence on how tattoo is harmful and other tattoo inks will be affected by the ban). 

 The essay establishes but fails to maintain a formal style, using primarily basic language and structure 
(In my next quote, an article is showing that blood vessels can be damaged during tattooing; In my 
quote, the article is talking a video that goes against the blue and green ink ban; Another quote that 
supports my claim talks how there are no alternative for the banned inks). 
 

CONTROL OF CONVENTIONS: 

 The essay demonstrates partial control of conventions, exhibiting occasional errors (is harmful and;“In 
addition … tattooing.; there are no alternative; Green 7.” (Tattoo … Make-up) This; Permanant; the 
lack of … show; Roman how tattoo is) that do not hinder comprehension.  
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