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Mechanics of Rating 

The procedures on page 2 are to be used in rating papers for this examination. More 
detailed directions for the organization of the rating process and procedures for rating 
the examination are included in the Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents 
Examination in United States History and Government (Framework). 
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Rating the Essay Question 
 

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include: 

Introduction to the task— 
• Raters read the task 
• Raters identify the answers to the task 
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses 

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers— 
• Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task 
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by matching evidence from the 

response to the rubric 
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary 

Practice scoring individually— 
• Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the scores and commentaries  

provided 
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move on to 

actual rating 

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay on 
the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not  
correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind. 

(3) Each Part III B essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve 
scores that differ by more than one point. 

 
Rating the Scaffold (open-ended) Questions 

(1) Follow a similar procedure for training raters. 
(2) The scaffold questions are to be scored by one rater. 
(3) The scores for each scaffold question must be recorded in the student’s examination booklet and on the 

student’s answer sheet. The letter identifying the rater must also be recorded on the answer sheet. 
(4) Record the total Part III A score if the space is provided on the student’s Part I answer sheet. 

Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions (scaffold questions,  
Short-Essay Questions, Civic Literacy Essay Question) on this exam after each question has been 
rated the required number of times as specified in the rating guides, regardless of the final 
exam score. Schools are required to ensure that the raw scores have been added correctly and 
that the resulting scale score has been determined accurately. Teachers may not score their own 
students’ answer papers. 

The scoring coordinator will be responsible for organizing the movement of papers, calculating a final 
score for each student’s essay, recording that score on the student’s Part I answer sheet, and determining 
the student’s final examination score. The conversion chart for this examination will be located at 
https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-school-regents-examinations/ no later than June 23, 2023, 
and must be used for determining the final examination score.
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Document 1

In the years before the Civil War, American women began a campaign for the vote that 
lasted nearly seventy-five years. Their battle finally ended in 1920 when the Nineteenth 
Amendment prohibiting the denial of the right to vote “on account of sex” was adopted. 
Initially, suffrage was one of several reforms intended to end the significant legal, 
political, religious, and cultural discriminations against nineteenth-century women. In 
the 1840s and 1850s, activists targeted injustices ranging from child custody laws that 
favored fathers to prohibitions against women speaking in public, the denial of equal 
education, and the existence of a double sex standard. In language and vocabulary 
familiar to a generation whose parents had lived during the American Revolution and 
who remembered the Declaration of Independence, women at the 1848 Seneca Falls 
convention resolved, among other injustices, that “all laws which . . . place her in a 
position inferior to that of man are contrary to the great precept of nature and therefore 
of no force or authority.”
 A necessary transaction in any democracy between the people and those to whom 
they delegate authority, suffrage emerged in the 1860s as both a powerful symbol of 
equality with men as well as an instrument of reform. Voting became the essential 
political utility by which women could achieve other improvements in their status. If 
women could vote, went the argument of this first generation of suffragists, they would 
end barriers at the state level that prevented married women from controlling their 
wages and attending state universities. If women could vote, given their acknowledged 
position as moral guardians of their homes, they would reform the corrupt practices of 
American politics. If women could vote, they would end unequal pay. . . .

Source: Jean H. Baker, ed., Introduction to 
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 31 According to Jean H. Baker, what was one historical circumstance that led women to seek the right 

to vote? 
 
Score of 1: 
• States a historical circumstance that led women to seek the right to vote according to Jean H. Baker 
 Examples: significant legal/political/religious/cultural discriminations; injustices of child custody laws 

that favored fathers; prohibitions against women speaking in public; denial of equal 
education; the existence of a double sex standard; unequal treatment by laws; no say in the 
creation of laws; injustices that placed women in a position inferior to that of men; voting 
was essential to achieve improvements in their status; if women could vote they would end 
unequal pay; if women could vote barriers at the state level that prevented married women 
from controlling their wages/attending state universities would be ended; suffrage was a 
powerful symbol of equality with men/an instrument of reform; voting would enable women 
to reform corrupt political practices; language and ideas of the American Revolution and 
Declaration of Independence; Seneca Falls Convention 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 19th amendment denied women the right to vote; child custody favored the mothers; women 
were used to speaking in public; they were treated equally by the law; education was equal 
for males and females 

• Vague response 
 Examples: a powerful symbol of equality; the years before the Civil War; essential political utility; 

familiar language/vocabulary; they wanted to change 
• No response 
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Document 2a

Lucy Haessler learned about the suffragette movement while attending meetings with her mother in Washington,
DC, in the early 1900s.

. . . The suffragettes had a big headquarters in downtown Washington, almost across 
from the Supreme Court Building. My mother would take me up there on Saturdays 
when she volunteered to help out with mailings. I remember helping out by folding 
letters, licking envelopes, doing all sorts of things. The backbone of the suffrage 
movement was composed of well-to-do, middle-class women, both Republicans and 
Democrats. There weren’t many working-class women in the movement. Most of them 
were too busy working to get involved. The suffragettes organized pickets and marches 
and rallies. It wasn’t anything comparable to the violence that the British women were 
going through in their fight for suffrage. Those women were being arrested and beaten 
and jailed. Nothing like that happened here, but there was a lot of agitation. . . .

Source: Peter Jennings and Todd Brewster, The Century

Document 2b

Source: Library of Congress (adapted) 

The First Picket Line: College Day in the picket line, Feb. 1917
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 32 Based on these documents, what was one effort made by suffragettes to gain support for woman’s 

suffrage? 
 
Score of 1: 
• States an effort made by suffragettes to gain support for woman’s suffrage based on these documents 
 Examples: picketing/protesting in front of the White House; mailings; organized pickets/marches/rallies; 

middle-class women volunteered at suffragette headquarters; they established headquarters in 
downtown Washington, DC; attended meetings; they made banners; they agitated 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: working-class women joined in large numbers; to make up the backbone of the suffrage 
movement; they visited the Supreme Court; they stopped going to college 

• Vague response 
 Examples: big headquarters; it was comparable; Republicans and Democrats; British 

women going; they did things 
• No response 
 



Document 3a

Many men showed interest in the arguments of the anti-suffragists.

Source: Library of Congress, ca. 1911 
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Document 3b

From the inception of the woman suffrage movement through the ratification of the 
Nineteenth Amendment in 1920, there were women and men who vigorously opposed 
it. Antisuffrage individuals and groups obstructed the enfranchisement of women for a 
multitude of reasons. Early antisuffragists of the late 1860s and 1870s were primarily 
concerned that the ballot would disrupt women’s domestic and maternal roles and create 
disharmony in the family. Horace Greeley, one of the most influential antisuffragists of 
this era, asserted that the vast majority of women had no interest in voting or in politics. 
In 1871, conservative domestic authority Catharine Beecher and the wives of General 
William Sherman and Admiral John Dahlgren delivered to Congress a petition containing 
1,000 women’s signatures pleading with Congress to desist [refrain] from enacting a law 
enfranchising women. Beecher, in her book Woman Suffrage and Woman’s Profession, 
proclaimed that if women were given the vote, most would consider it an overwhelming 
burden that would cause them to shortchange their domestic duties. . . .
 Other early arguments that persisted throughout the woman suffrage movement 
included the following:
 • Women have all the rights they need already;
 • The ballot will degrade women by causing them to mingle in the “dirty,” corrupt 
  world of politics;
 • Women don’t need the vote because their husbands already vote for what is in 
  women’s best interests; and
 • Women don’t vote when they have the right to do so (an argument based on 
  the occasional low voter turnouts in some municipal elections in states where 
  women already had the vote). . . .

Source: Judith E. Harper, Susan B. Anthony: A Biographical Companion,
ABC-CLIO Biographical Companion (adapted) 

 33 Based on documents 3a and 3b, state one reason for opposition to the efforts to gain woman’s suffrage. 
 
Score of 1: 
• States a reason for opposition to the efforts to gain woman’s suffrage based on these documents 
 Examples: early anti-suffragists were concerned the ballot would disrupt women’s domestic/maternal 

roles/would create disharmony in the family; belief that a vast majority of women had no 
interest in voting/politics; most women would consider voting an overwhelming burden; 
most women felt voting would cause them to shortchange their domestic duties; women have 
all the rights they need already; women do not need the vote because their husbands already 
vote for women’s best interests; sometimes women do not vote when they have the right to; 
the ballot will degrade women by causing them to mingle in the dirty/corrupt world of 
politics 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: a petition containing 1,000 women’s signatures; many men do not like to vote; voter turnout 
is already too high; women do not have enough rights; husbands did not vote for women’s 
best interests 

• Vague response 
Examples: women’s best interests; from the inception; obstructed enfranchisement; overwhelming 

burden 
• No response 
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Document 4

. . . But it should not deceive us; this struggle was waged every bit as seriously as any 
struggle for equality, and we would do well to consider how women were able to do 
what men have rarely even tried, changing society in a positive and lasting way without 
violence and death. . . .
 Like the now-celebrated civil rights movement, women suffrage records the recent 
and useful experiences of ordinary citizens forced to fight for their own rights against 
tremendous odds and social inequities.
 Here are models of political leadership, of women organizers and administrators, 
activists and lobbyists. Here are the first women lawyers and doctors and ministers, 
the first women candidates, the first office-holders. Here are stories of achievement, 
of ingenious strategies and outrageous tactics used to outwit the opponents and make 
the most of limited resources. Here are new definitions and images of women in our 
national life which give a more accurate picture of the past and which help explain the 
way American women are treated today. . . .
 The suffrage movement offers a unique window onto the emergence of women into 
American political life. This is where many of the intelligent, active, politically oriented 
women of the time, denied the right to participate directly in national politics, went. 
They put their energy into attacking social problems directly and organizing among 
themselves, locally and nationally, for their own rights. . . .

in 

 34 According to Robert Cooney, what is one impact of the efforts to gain woman’s suffrage? 
 
Score of 1: 
• States an impact of the efforts to gain woman’s suffrage according to Robert Cooney 
 Examples: changing society in a positive/lasting way without violence/death; gave new definitions and 

images of women in our national life; emergence of women into American political life; 
passage of the 19th amendment; it provided models of political leadership/women 
organizers/administrators/activists/lobbyists; inspired women lawyers/doctors/ministers/ 
candidates/office holders; it helps explain the way American women are treated today; 
showed how ordinary citizens could fight for their own rights against tremendous odds/social 
inequities; intelligent/active/politically oriented women joined the suffrage movement; 
women put energy into attacking social problems; they organized locally/nationally for their 
rights 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response  

Examples: the struggle was waged every bit as seriously as any struggle for equality; gave an accurate 
picture of the past; used violence to change society; women withdrew from American 
political life  

• Vague response 
 Examples: ordinary citizens; put their energy; lasting way; men rarely tried; things got worse 
• No response 
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Document 5

. . . The lessons of the woman suffrage struggle deeply influenced later American social 
justice and advocacy [public interest] movements. The lobbying, public relations, and 
grassroots organizing techniques developed by the suffragists, as well as their use of 
nonviolent protests and civil disobedience, stood as a model for midcentury African 
American civil rights campaigners, anti–Vietnam War protest groups, and gay rights 
activists. No doubt the future will bring more causes, more necessary repairs to 
American democracy, and more need for passionate civic activism. . . .

Source: Elaine Weiss, The Woman’s Hour: The Great Fight to Win the Vote,

 35 According to Elaine Weiss, what is one impact of the efforts to achieve woman’s suffrage? 
 
Score of 1: 
States an impact of the efforts to achieve woman’s suffrage according to Elaine Weiss 
 Examples: deeply influenced later American social justice/advocacy movements; became a model 

for midcentury African American civil rights campaigners/anti-Vietnam War protest 
groups/gay-rights activists; techniques used by suffragettes were a model for others; 
lobbying/public relations/grassroots organizing techniques stood as a model for other 
reform movements  

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: ended grassroots organizing techniques; there will be no causes in the future; activism ended; 
social justice movement ended; techniques used by suffragettes were not used in later 
protests 

• Vague response 
 Examples: there was no doubt; midcentury African Americans; deep influence; Vietnam War 
• No response 
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Document 6a

Jeannette Rankin made history 100 years ago this year [1917] when she took office as the 
first female member of Congress. “I may be the first woman member of Congress, but I 
won’t be the last,” the Montana Republican predicted after winning election to the U.S. 
House of Representatives the year before.
 Rankin was right: In the century since she began her service as a member of 
Congress, hundreds of women have followed in her footsteps. But women remain 
underrepresented in all major political offices and top business leadership positions in 
the United States. . . .

Source: Anna Brown, “Despite gains, women remain underrepresented among 

Document 6b
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Johnson Trump,
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Source: Pew Research Center (adapted)
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 36 Based on documents 6a and 6b, what is one impact of achieving woman’s suffrage? 
 
Score of 1: 
States an impact of achieving woman’s suffrage based on documents 6a and 6b 
 Examples:  more women began to hold political offices; Jeanette Rankin became the first female member 

of Congress; hundreds of women have become members of Congress; number of women 
serving in Congress is nearly nine times higher than it was in 1965; number of women 
leaders in the national government has increased since 1965; number of women leaders in 
major corporations has increased since 1995; in 2017, 21 women served in the United States 
Senate/83 served in the House of Representatives; United States cabinet/cabinet-level 
members are 21.1 percent women; women continue to be underrepresented in political 
offices/business leadership 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: 21 percent of women are in the United States Senate; 51.4 percent of women are members of 
Congress; women do not run for political office; Jeanette Rankin became the first cabinet 
member; there are more women governors than women in the United States Senate 

• Vague response 
 Examples: politicians; major corporations; Republicans predicted; 100 years ago; more women 
• No response 
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United States History and Government (Framework) 
Content-Specific Rubric 

Civic Literacy Essay Question (37) 
June 2023 

 
Historical Context: Expansion of Democracy—Woman’s Suffrage 
 Throughout United States history, many constitutional and civic issues have been debated by 

Americans. These debates have resulted in efforts by individuals, groups, and governments to address 
these issues. These efforts have achieved varying degrees of success. One of these constitutional and 
civic issues is woman’s suffrage. 

 
Task: 
• Describe the historical circumstances surrounding this constitutional or civic issue 
• Explain efforts by individuals, groups, and/or governments to address this constitutional or civic issue 
• Discuss the impact of the efforts on the United States and/or on American society 

 
Scoring Notes: 
 

1.� This civic literacy essay question has a minimum of four components (describing the historical 
circumstances surrounding the issue of woman’s suffrage, explaining at least two efforts to address 
this issue by individuals, groups, and/or governments, and discussing the impact of the efforts on the 
United States and/or on American society). 

2.� The efforts to address the issue of woman’s suffrage may focus on efforts by individuals, groups, 
governments, or any combination of these.  

3.� Individuals, groups, and/or governments do not need to be specifically identified as long as they are 
implied in the discussion.  

4.� The efforts to address the issue of woman’s suffrage may be positive, negative, or a combination of 
both.  

5.� The same or similar information may be used to address more than one aspect of the task as long as 
the information is relevant to the aspect of the task being addressed, e.g., civil disobedience may be 
discussed as both an effort to address woman’s suffrage and an impact on American society.  

6.� The discussion of the impact of the efforts to address the issue of woman’s suffrage may be on the 
United States, on American society, or on both the United States and American society.  

7.� The explanation of efforts to address the issue of woman’s suffrage may include the discussion of the 
impact of the efforts on the United States and/or on American society. 

8.� The description of historical circumstances and the impact of the efforts may focus on either 
immediate or long-term circumstances or on immediate or long-term results.  

9.� The response may discuss efforts to address the issue of woman’s suffrage and the impact of the 
efforts from different perspectives as long as the position taken is supported by accurate historical 
facts and examples.  

10.�For the purpose of meeting the criteria of using at least four documents in the response, documents 
2a, 2b, 3a, 3b, 6a, and 6b may be considered separate documents if the response uses specific 
information from each selected document.  
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Score of 5: 
•� Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by describing the historical 

circumstances surrounding woman’s suffrage, explaining at least two efforts to address the issue of 
woman’s suffrage by individuals, groups, and/or governments, and discussing the impact of the efforts 
on the United States or on American society 

•� Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information), e.g., discusses 
the commitment to equality and solidarity that resulted from participation in the Seneca Falls 
Convention and the writing of the Declaration of Rights and Sentiments to the organization of the 
National American Woman Suffrage Association and its grassroots and lobbying campaign to gain 
suffrage when the 15th amendment did not include women, to the impact the civic activism of 
suffragettes had on 1960s protest movements and increasing the numbers of women running for state 
and national political office 

•� Incorporates relevant information from at least four documents (see Key Ideas chart) 
•� Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (see Outside Information chart) 
•� Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., ideas in Declaration 

of Independence; role of Elizabeth Cady Stanton; Declaration of Rights and Sentiments; organization 
of National American Woman Suffrage Association; use of lobbying, picketing, mailings, petitions, 
and protests; passage of 19th amendment; use of civil disobedience; role of Susan B. Anthony; Hillary 
Clinton nominated for president  

•� Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that 
are beyond a restatement of the theme 

 
Score of 4: 
•� Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly by discussing one aspect of the 

task less thoroughly than the other aspects of the task  
•� Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information), e.g., 

discusses reasons for organizing the Seneca Falls Convention, the failure of the Declaration of Rights 
and Sentiments to gain public support for suffrage rights, and the organization of the National 
American Woman Suffrage Association with the use of grassroots lobbying and civil disobedience to 
gain support for their cause, and the increasing numbers of women who held public office and 
influenced the discussion of public issues 

•� Incorporates relevant information from at least four documents 
•� Incorporates relevant outside information  
•� Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details  
•� Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that 

are beyond a restatement of the theme 
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Score of 3:  
•� Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops at least three aspects of the task in some 

depth  
•� Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze and/or evaluate information) 
•� Incorporates some relevant information from some of the documents 
•� Incorporates limited relevant outside information 
•� Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies 
•� Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization, includes an introduction and a conclusion that may 

be a restatement of the theme 
 
Score of 2: 
•� Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops at least two aspects of the task in some depth  
•� Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis 
•� Incorporates limited relevant information from the documents or consists primarily of relevant 

information copied from the documents 
•� Presents little or no relevant outside information 
•� Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies 
•� Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not 

clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a 
conclusion 

 
Score of 1: 
•� Minimally develops some aspects of the task 
•� Is descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis 
•� Makes vague, unclear references to the documents or consists primarily of relevant and irrelevant 

information copied from the documents 
•� Presents no relevant outside information 
•� Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies 
•� May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not 

clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a 
conclusion 

 
Score of 0: 
Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, 
examples, or details; OR includes only the historical context and/or task as copied from the test booklet; 
OR includes only entire documents copied from the test booklet; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper 
 
*The term create as used by Anderson/Krathwohl, et al. in their 2001 revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives 
refers to the highest level of the cognitive domain. This usage of create is similar to Bloom’s use of the term synthesis. Creating 
implies an insightful reorganization of information into a new pattern or whole. While a Level 5 paper will contain analysis 
and/or evaluation of information, a very strong paper may also include examples of creating information as defined by 
Anderson and Krathwohl. 
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All sample student essays in this rating guide are presented in the same cursive font while preserving actual 

student work, including errors. This will ensure that the sample essays are easier for raters to read and use as 

scoring aids. 

 

Raters should continue to disregard the quality of a student’s handwriting in scoring examination papers and 

focus on how well the student has accomplished the task. The content-specific rubric should be applied  

holistically in determining the level of a student’s response. 



Woman’s Suffrage 
 

Key Ideas from the Documents 
(This list is not all-inclusive.) 

 

Historical Circumstances 
Doc 1—Campaign for the vote by American 
women beginning before the Civil War lasting 
nearly 75 years until 1920 

Significant legal, political, religious, and cultural 
discrimination against 19th-century women 
(fathers favored in child custody laws; 
prohibitions against women speaking in public; 
denial of equal education; existence of a double 
sex standard) 

Existence of laws placing women in inferior 
position to men 

Existence of barriers at state level faced by women 
(married women prevented from controlling 
wages; married women prevented from attending 
state universities) 

Existence of unequal pay for women 
Use of Declaration of Independence as a model 

Efforts to Address 

 

Doc 1—Adoption of 19th amendment in 1920 
prohibiting denial of right to vote on account of 
sex 

Injustices targeted by activists (fathers favored in 
child custody laws; prohibitions against women 
speaking in public; denial of equal education; 
existence of a double sex standard; corrupt 
practices of American politics) 

Injustices addressed at 1848 Seneca Falls 
Convention 

Doc 2—Suffragettes working to gain support for 
woman’s suffrage (mailings, marches, rallies, 
picketing) 

Headquarters established in downtown Washington, 
DC, by suffragettes 

Doc 3—National Association established to oppose 
woman’s suffrage (arguments supported by many 
men)  

Early arguments opposed enfranchisement of 
women by men and women (disruption of 
women’s domestic and maternal roles created 
disharmony in family; argued that vast majority 
of women had no interest in politics; women had 
all the rights they needed already; degradation of 
women with ballot as they would have to mingle 
in corrupt world of politics; husbands already 
voted for women’s best interests; low voter 
turnout in municipal elections in states where 
women already had right to vote) 

Supported by one of most influential anti-suffragists 
of era, Horace Greeley 

Petition delivered to Congress containing 1,000 
women’s signatures pleading with Congress to 
not enfranchise women 

Proclamation of Catherine Beecher in her book 
Woman Suffrage and Woman’s Profession that if 
women given right to vote most would consider it 
an overwhelming burden causing them to 
shortchange domestic duties 

Doc 5—Suffragettes working to gain support for 
woman’s suffrage (lobbying, public relations, 
grassroots organizing techniques, nonviolent 
protests, civil disobedience) 
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Woman’s Suffrage 
 

Key Ideas from the Documents (continued) 
(This list is not all-inclusive.) 

 

 

Relevant Outside Information 
(This list is not all-inclusive.) 

 

 

Impact of Efforts 
Doc 4—Women able to change society in positive 
and lasting way without violence or death 

Involved ordinary citizens fighting for their own 
rights against tremendous odds and social 
inequities 

Women becoming models of political leadership 
(women organizers and administrators; activists; 
lobbyists) 

Provided new images of women in national life, 
more accurately explained past and helped 
explain way American women are treated today 

Helped women emerge into American political life 
(put energy directly into attacking social 
problems; organized among themselves locally 
and nationally for rights) 

Exposed misplaced fears and prejudices of anti-
suffragists 

Wider goal of women’s true equality and freedom 
not yet achieved 

Offered a new generation of activists a solid base 
on which to build future 

Doc 5—Influenced later American social justice 
and advocacy movements (African American 
civil rights campaigners; anti-Vietnam War 
protest groups; gay-rights activists) 

Doc 6—Jeannette Rankin first female member of 
Congress and followed by hundreds of women 

Women still underrepresented in all major political 
offices and top business leadership positions in 
United States (in 2017, 21 women in Senate and 
83 in House of Representatives comprising 19.4 
percent of Congress plus five nonvoting 
delegates; 2l.1 percent cabinet/cabinet level; 8 
percent governors; 24.8 percent in state 
legislatures; 5.4 percent CEOs of major 
corporations; 20.2 percent board members of 
major corporations) 

Historical Circumstances 
Significant role of women in United States history 

(American Revolution; Great Awakening; 
temperance movement; abolition movement; 
Civil War; Industrial Revolution) 

Societal assumption that women weak (physically; 
intellectually; emotionally)  

Home was women’s sphere of influence (cult of 
domesticity) 

Presentation of grievances and Declaration of 
Rights and Sentiments not given serious 
consideration (“all men and women created 
equal”; demands for opportunities in education, 
business, the professions, and child guardianship; 
demands for property and voting rights) 

Awareness of inequality as a result of increased 
participation of women in public life 
(temperance; abolition; Lucy Stone; Grimké 
sisters; Sojourner Truth; Harriet Tubman; Harriet 
Beecher Stowe) 

Confidence as result of increased educational 
opportunities (Oberlin; Emma Willard; Mount 
Holyoke) 

Renewal of activism as result of women not being 
given right to vote in 15th amendment 

Confidence as result of overcoming challenges of 
westward settlement (often viewed as equals; 
extension of unrestricted voting and property 
rights in some western states; opportunities for 
political leadership; Populist Party activism) 

Women’s leadership role in Progressive movement 
(Jane Addams; Florence Kelley; Ida Tarbell; Ida 
Wells) 

Contributions of women during World War I 
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Relevant Outside Information (continued) 
(This list is not all-inclusive.) 

 

 

Efforts to Address  
Attempt by Susan B. Anthony to vote in 1872 
presidential election (arrested and fined) 

Organization of Seneca Falls Convention 
(Declaration of Rights and Sentiments) 

Work of suffragettes on local, state, and national 
levels (Elizabeth Cady Stanton; Susan B. 
Anthony; Carrie Chapman Catt; Alice Paul; 
Lucretia Mott; Lucy Stone) 

Support for suffrage from men (Frederick 
Douglass; William Lloyd Garrison) 

Formation of organizations in support of suffrage 
(National American Woman Suffrage 
Association; American Woman Suffrage 
Association; National Association of Colored 
Women; American Equal Rights Association) 

Connecting ballot to traditional definition of 
women’s societal role (Carrie Chapman Catt) 

Lobbying (state legislatures; Congress; executive 
branch) 

Organizational work in support of Progressive 
reform 

Impact of Efforts 
Lack of widespread support for Seneca Falls 
Convention and Declaration of Rights and 
Sentiments 

Wyoming first state to grant unrestricted voting 
rights, 1869 

Suffrage for women in some states in local school 
board elections 

Suffrage gains for women in many western states 
by 1912 (state and local elections) 

Vote by millions of women for first time in 1920 
presidential election 

Turnout for women voters disappointing to 
suffragettes (approximately only one-third voted 
in 1920 presidential election) 

Denial of voting rights to African American women 
(weakness of enforcement provision of 
amendment; continuation of African American 
woman’s suffrage activism) 

Important step toward achieving equal legal, 
economic, and social rights (proposal of Equal 
Rights Amendment) 

Women more active in national political life 
(Eleanor Roosevelt; Frances Perkins; Mary 
McLeod Bethune; Geraldine Ferraro; Kathy 
Hochul, Nancy Pelosi; Kirsten Gillibrand; Elise 
Stefanik; Hillary Clinton, Kamala Harris, 
Elizabeth Warren, Ruth Bader Ginsburg) 

National election participation equal to men in 
1960, surpassing men in 1980, and continuing to 
grow 

Continued struggle for women’s rights (National 
Organization for Women; Gloria Steinem; Betty 
Friedan; child care; abortion rights; educational 
and professional opportunities; Equal Rights 
Amendment; Title IX activism; Me Too 
movement; Mothers Against Drunk Driving) 

Continued activism among women (civil rights; 
climate change; immigration reform; gun control) 

Increasing number of women at local and state 
levels of government  
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Anchor Paper – Civic Literacy Essay—Level 5 – A

To those of our era, many believe that as a woman, we are equal in 

every right to a man as we continue advocating for rectifying social 

injustices even to this day. However, many women today could not 

conceive a time when women couldn’t vote. The voice and influence 

women have today is in many ways thanks to the relentless 

advocation and lobbying of women in the last 2 centuries who fought 

to let their voice be heard through the power of the ballot. Many may 

wonder how the suffragist movement began. This movement was 

started by women who dared to look and question the world around 

them – calling the bluff of our so-called democratic nation and 

exposing the hypocrisy of our ideals of liberty when over half the 

population had no voice in politics. In the mid-1800s, these actions 

sparked a fervent movement that slowly through various methods 

such as lobbying, non-violent protests, letters, and rallies found 

openings that would bring women more rights. Eventually the 19th 

Amendment was passed in 1920, granting women the right to vote 

and setting a precedent for rebellion and advocacy to end social 

injustices that would actually spark countless other social justice 

movements. It would also enable women to become more involved in 

both politics and in other areas that were previously dominated by 

men – giving way and helping shape our world into the one we see 

today in the 21st century. 

To begin with, many might wonder what specifically sparked the 

awareness of social injustice in the mid-1800s? This was due mostly 

to middle-class women opening their eyes to question their oppression 

on the sole basis of sex and questioning the documents that key the 

foundation of our nation, particularly the Constitution and the 
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Declaration of Independence. In these documents–the very fabric of 

society–they found hypocrisy in their stated ideas about equality and 

democracy when no women had a say in the government’s creation. 

Abigail Adams urged her husband “to remember the ladies” but 

neither he nor the other founding fathers gave them any say in the 

government or its representation. How is the Constitution 

representative of “We the people” when it actually silences 50% of its 

population? It is not, which is why a woman’s suffrage amendment 

had to be added. 

The suffragist movement and women’s rights movements began 

through women’s early efforts in the 1840s and 50s to protest 

injustices such as child custody, educational inequality, and the 

double sex standard (Document 1). Women gained confidence with 

each victory and slowly worked their way up the stepping stones to 

begin the suffrage movement. The suffrage movement arguably first 

truly began at the Seneca Falls Convention in western New York 

where Elizabeth Cady Stanton and her peers gathered together and 

proclaimed their Declaration of Sentiments, modeled after the 

Declaration of Independence. This emphasized the irony of our 

nation’s foundation because American society was far from equal. 

Property was controlled by their husbands and so were their wages if 

they worked outside the home. As their Declaration stated, legally 

married women were “civilly dead.” Also, women who were abolition 

activists such as Stanton found their freedom of speech limited and 

their contributions undervalued. These experiences had an impact on 

their thinking about their own circumstances and led to their 

demands for suffrage in their Declaration. However, the suffrage 



U.S. Hist. & Gov’t. (Framework) Rating Guide – June ’23 [22] Vol. 2
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movement did not really gain traction at this time. Some believed 

that women’s suffrage was a threat to the American home and feared 

it would distract women from their domestic duties–leaving many 

men to join anti-suffrage organizations as seen in the picture 

(Documents 3a and 3b). There were also several other obstacles in 

addition to the backlash movement including a schism among the 

suffragettes after the passage of the 14th and 15th amendments 

ending slavery and granting African American men the right to 

vote. On one hand some suffragettes were also abolitionists who 

clashed with other suffragists who deemed it unjust that African 

Americans could be given the right to vote before women–citing the 

hypocrisy of our nation’s democratic ideals, the Declaration of 

Independence and the Constitution. This was the time when the 

suffrage movement started to draw more and more followers–

including a quintessential activist, Susan B. Anthony. In the late 

1800s and early 1900s numerous middle-class women joined ranks 

and held various rallies, and used civil disobedience in order to call 

attention to the continued injustices they faced (Documents 2a  

and 2b). Many women chose to participate in non-violent protests 

because they believed that it would be the method men in power would 

be most receptive to as it didn’t directly threaten their masculine power 

stronghold. Although at the same time their activities did not conform 

to the typical docile stereotype of women. However, despite obstacles, 

after 75 years thanks to woman’s suffrage gaining more acceptance 

and women proving themselves and their capability on the home front 

when men were shipped off to fight during World War I, women 

finally achieved the right to vote in 1920 with the passage of the  
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19th Amendment (Document 1). Their efforts as well as their 

contributions to the early 20th century Progressive Movement proved 

that women were “models of political leadership” (Document 4). 

This was not the only positive impact of the suffrage movement. It 

also rates as a revolutionary shifting point for our society as a whole 

as its passage served as a catalyst and model for later protest 

movements that were striving for greater social equality and change. 

To begin with, many historians attribute the strategies and methods 

use by the suffrage movement as reasons for its success. It served as 

the model for others to follow using their techniques of lobbying and 

non-violent protests. The 1960s civil rights movement also focused on 

nonviolent protests to achieve its goals and “repair democracy” 

(Document 5). Peaceful marches in Birmingham, Washington DC, 

and Selma demonstrated the civic activism of “ordinary citizens” 

(Document 4). Rosa Parks stood up for her right to sit where she 

wanted on the bus just as Susan B. Anthony stood up for her right to 

vote, despite the possibility of being arrested for breaking the law. 

Suffragette strategies were being used in the protests against the long 

undeclared Vietnam War in the 1960s and 1970s (Document 5). 

Furthermore, in the 1960s a new feminist movement led to advocacy 

for equal pay for equal work and women’s reproductive rights and the 

right to privacy in the debate over abortion in the Supreme Court case 

Roe v. Wade–which is still being debated. The achievement of women’s 

suffrage also helped open the door for many women to enter 

professional fields as well as hold political positions of power. In 1917, 

Jeanette Rankin became the first female Congress member with the 

help of woman voters (Document 6a). In the decades since then, as 



U.S. Hist. & Gov’t. (Framework) Rating Guide – June ’23 [24] Vol. 2

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anchor Paper – Civic Literacy Essay—Level 5 – A

seen in the charts in Document 6b, there has been an increase in 

women holding political and economic positions of power, but many 

women have found societal stereotypes to still be a barrier. No matter 

how much has been achieved for women’s rights there are still 

inequalities that need to be addressed. 

The ratification of the 19th Amendment served as a pivotal point in 

American history. It not only helped create more social, political, and 

economic opportunities for women but, it was a catalyst for other 

forms of civic activism. 



 
Anchor Level 5-A 

 
The response: 
• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for woman’s suffrage 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (voice and influence women have today is in many ways 

thanks to relentless advocacy of women in last two centuries; women’s experiences impacted 
thinking about their own circumstances and led to demands for suffrage in Declaration of 
Sentiments; some believed woman’s suffrage was a threat to American home and feared it 
would distract women from domestic duties; many women chose to participate in nonviolent 
protests because they believed men in power would be most receptive as the protests did not 
directly threaten their masculine power stronghold; movement a revolutionary shifting point 
for American society as 19th amendment served as catalyst and model for later protest 
movements; achievement of woman’s suffrage helped open door for many women to enter 
professional fields as well as political positions; no matter how much has been achieved for 
women’s rights inequalities still need to be addressed) 

• Incorporates relevant information from all documents  
• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (found hypocrisy in stated ideas about 

equality and democracy; Abigail Adams urged husband to remember women but neither he 
nor other founding fathers gave them a say in government; Declaration of Sentiments modeled 
after Declaration of Independence; women abolition activists such as Stanton found freedom 
of speech limited and contributions undervalued; some suffragettes deemed it unjust that 
African Americans could be given right to vote before women—citing hypocrisy of nation’s 
democratic ideals; woman’s suffrage gained more acceptance when women proved themselves 
on home front during World War I; peaceful marches in Birmingham, Washington, DC, and 
Selma demonstrated civic activism of ordinary citizens; Rosa Parks stood up for her rights just 
as Susan B. Anthony did, despite possibility of being arrested; new feminist movement led to 
advocacy for equal pay for equal work and right to privacy in debate over abortion in Roe v. 
Wade which is still being debated; many women still find societal stereotypes to be a barrier) 

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (used methods of 
lobbying, nonviolent protests, letters, and rallies; in 1840s and 1850s women protested 
injustices such as child custody, education inequality, and double sex standard; movement 
began at Seneca Falls; many men joined anti-suffrage organizations; 1960s civil rights 
movement focused on nonviolent protests to achieve goals; in decades since Jeannette Rankin 
in 1917 the number of women holding political and economic positions of power has 
increased) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that 
summarizes all aspects of the task and a conclusion that discusses how the suffrage movement 
served as a pivotal point in American history 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. The analysis used throughout the  
discussion of the historical circumstances demonstrates thoughtful insights about the hypocritical  
nature of our democratic institutions and the cultural realities of the 19th century. Numerous  
historical details are used to establish a good context for a discussion of the long-term impact of  
the suffrage movement on social justice in the 1960s and the civic activism of ordinary citizens. 
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The efforts to gain women’s suffrage lasted for decades and was 

fraught with many complications. Not only was it difficult for 

women to gain a platform for them to voice their opinions, many men 

in power didn’t want to listen. Before gaining women’s suffrage, 

women had very few opportunities in society. They used protesting 

and literature to gain a following, and the results of this movement 

led to more women carving out a more equal place in society. 

In the decades before 1920 and the Nineteenth Amendment, the 

status of women in society was much lower than men’s status despite 

the important role they played in the settlement of colonial America 

and during the American Revolution. As “moral guardians” of their 

homes, it was the responsibility of women to raise children who would 

be good citizens and patriots. Unfortunately, in the patriarchal 

society of the 19th century laws did not protect the rights of mothers 

and generally favored fathers, in part because the influence of women 

on government was limited. Although they did not have political 

power, many women became involved in social reform movements. 

They were active in the temperance movement and women such as 

Sarah Grimke were abolitionists. Women were making important 

contributions to American society yet they faced discrimination 

almost everywhere they turned. Women had a much more difficult 

time than men did to get fair wages when they worked outside the 

home. Their formal education was limited and few attended college. 

Women’s Rights activists argued that in order to “achieve 

improvements in their status” (Doc 1), women first needed the right to 

vote which is why it was one of their demands at Seneca Falls. They 

felt as though the right to vote was the first in a long line of dominoes 
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that needed to fall in order to achieve gender equality. Without the 

right to vote, women didn’t even have a voice in any government 

proceedings, almost garunteeing that they would never be on equal 

footing with men in society. However, with the passage of the 

Homestead Act more families moved west. Women were working 

partners with their husband on the frontier and single women often 

owned their own property and made their own decisions. This 

encouraged more independence and more equality. As western states 

such as Wyoming started giving women the right to vote, many 

women throughout the country felt they should have the same rights. 

Although not all women wanted the right to vote, membership in 

suffrage associations grew. 

Women’s Rights activists used organizational strategies they had 

used earlier in social reform movements as well as multiple tactics to 

adress this suffrage issue and win people over to their side. Winning 

over men and women opposed to suffrage was not easy. Many 

antisuffragists were prominent people such as Horace Greeley and 

Catharine Beecher. However, the suffragettes would organize protests, 

taking the form of “pickets and marches and rallies” (Doc 2a) all over 

the country with emphasis in large cities and Washington DC. 

Women organized “College Days” as part of ongoing protests and 

stood in front of the White House holding banners for the public to see 

(Doc 2b). These acts were attempts to gain awarness for the issue. The 

site of women picketing sometimes made people angry and not 

supportive. Suffragettes kept picketing even though there were 

setbacks, to make sure that the men in power would hear their voices. 

They would also mail out literature sometimes with the help of their 
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daughters (Doc 2a), in order to show people about their good cause and 

the benefits that helping their cause would bring. But, in the end, they 

were greatly helped by something else,—their patriotism during World 

War I. 

Women gaining the right to vote through the Nineteenth 

Amendment had major impacts not only on women, but on other civil 

rights groups. The more obvious impact of the women’s suffrage 

movement was women gaining political power. The increased number 

of women voters led to many more women being elected to public 

offices, to Congress, and appointed to high positions in government. 

Jeannette Rankin became the first and only congresswomen in 1917, 

and now there is a women who is Speaker of the House, Nancy Pelosi. 

Frances Perkins became a member of FDR’s cabinet during the Great 

Depression and Eleanor Roosevelt as an activist First Lady became an 

advisor to her husband. Now it is commonplace to see women as 

cabinet members. There has been a drastic uptick in the numbers of 

women in government from 1965 – 2017 (Doc 6B). In 1965 just 2% 

of the Senate were women, and in 2017 21% of the Senate were 

women. In 2016 a woman ran for president as a major party 

candidate. The women’s suffrage movement also served as a guide to 

other civil rights movements. Their tactics and techniques of 

lobbying, public relations, and other things “stood as a model” (doc 5) 

for the African American civil rights movement, which successfully 

lobbied Congress for passage of the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and the 

Voting Rights Act of 1965. Today groups of “ordinary people” are 

protesting in support of environmental protection and immigrant 

rights in order to improve society in a “positive and lasting way”, and 
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are using some of the same peaceful tactics that women used to gain 

the right to vote (Doc 4). The success of the women’s suffrage 

movement was integral to other oppressed groups fighting against 

inequality and it served as inspiration to others to fight for their 

liberties even “against tremendous odds.” 

Women’s Rights movements made a lasting impact on our society 

and were a large part of other groups gaining liberties. The inspiring 

efforts of these activists made real change happen when the odds were 

against them. Their efforts led to results that many benefit from 

today.



 
Anchor Level 5-B 
 
The response: 
• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for woman’s suffrage 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (patriarchal society of 19th century generally favored 

fathers in part because influence of women on government was limited; making important 
contributions to American society yet faced discrimination almost everywhere; felt right to 
vote was first in long line of dominoes that needed to fall to achieve gender equality; without 
right to vote women did not have voice in government proceedings which almost guaranteed 
they would not be on equal footing with men; although not all women wanted right to vote 
membership in suffrage associations grew; winning over men and women opposed to suffrage 
was not easy; suffragettes kept picketing despite setbacks to make sure men in power heard 
their voices; protest groups today using some of same peaceful tactics women used; movement 
integral to other oppressed groups fighting against inequality and served as inspiration to 
others to fight for liberties even against tremendous odds) 

• Incorporates relevant information from all documents  
• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (status of women much lower than men 

despite important role in colonial America and American Revolution; as moral guardians of 
homes it was responsibility of women to raise children to be good citizens; many women 
became involved in reform movements such as temperance and abolition; in West women 
were working partners with husband and single women often owned property and made own 
decisions encouraging more equality; as western states such as Wyoming started giving 
women right to vote many women throughout country felt they should have same rights; in 
end they were helped by something else—their patriotism during World War I; Frances 
Perkins became member of FDR’s cabinet and Eleanor Roosevelt activist First Lady; now 
commonplace to see women cabinet members; in 2016 a woman ran for president; model for 
civil rights movement which successfully lobbied for passage of Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
Voting Rights Act of 1965; today people protesting in support of environmental protection and 
immigrant rights) 

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (19th amendment; 
formal education of women limited; right to vote one of demands at Seneca Falls; pickets, 
marches, and rallies all over country; increased number of women voters led to more women 
being elected to public office and Congress, and being appointed to high positions in 
government; Jeannette Rankin first congresswoman in 1917; in 1965 just 2 percent of Senate 
were women while in 2017, 21 percent were women) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that discusses 
how the movement lasted for decades and was fraught with complications and a conclusion 
that states the movement made a lasting impact on society 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Historical details and analytic  
statements support document interpretation that underscores the irony of women’s societal  
contributions while not having voting rights. The inspiration of women’s experience on the  
frontier serves as a good segue to the organizational success of the suffrage movement and  
its impact on the status of women. 
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In the dawn of one of the most powerful nations in the world, the 

United States of America, a document was forged to ensure that its 

future citizens (freemen) would be guaranteed freedoms and liberties. 

This document was the Constitution of the United States with its Bill 

of Rights. As the first half of the nineteenth Century came to be, the 

document began to be questioned by women’s rights activists. The 

Constitution had failed to explicitly guarantee anyone’s right to vote, 

but after the Fifteenth Amendment was passed the women of America 

were determined to obtain this right for themselves. 

The roots of woman’s suffrage begin in the years before The Civil 

War. It was at this time that many American women began to view 

their lives differently as they struggled with not being considered 

equal to men. They demanded expanded legal rights in the context of 

things like marriage and divorce and laws that made women inferior 

to men. Women at Seneca Falls were hoping that by expressing their 

concerns about the tyranny they experienced in a document similar 

to the Declaration of Independence, Americans would be reminded of 

the tyranny that had led the colonists to declare independence. 

However, public acceptance of their Declaration was slow to develop. 

Many women were comfortable in their roles as wives and mothers 

and men were comfortable having women in those roles. Career 

opportunities were few. Unmarried educated women were most often 

teachers because that seemed to be an extension of their proper role. 

Occasionally, a woman like Elizabeth Blackwell defied the stereotype 

and became a doctor. Not many colleges admitted women. However, by 

1917 (Doc 2b) women were attending many different colleges as a 

result of changing attitudes that began in discussions at women’s 
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conventions like Seneca Falls. Women felt that if they had the right 

to vote they could achieve equality with the males whom they felt were 

held in higher esteem and given too many advantages. 

Many groups of people, coined suffragettes, took to the streets in 

protest of unfair sexist laws. Many held marches and rallies in open 

areas or cities, (Doc 2a) while some even took the issue to (Doc 2b) 

Pennsylvania Avenue, openly protesting the discrimination they 

faced. Women also wrote letters to Republican and Democratic 

Congressmen, many of whom had ignored their demands for 

suffrage for years because petitions rejecting suffrage were sent to 

them by influential anti-suffragists. Women faced much persecution 

by those who opposed their cause, and were even forced to counter a 

rival group that had a headquarters opposed (Doc 3a) to woman 

suffrage. These people opposed to women’s (Doc 3b) suffrage typically 

justified their stance by saying that the elevation that women would 

recieve as a result of suffrage would taint society and ruin what 

“already worked.” These groups proved to be ineffective, however, as in 

1920 the Constitution was amended to guarantee women the right  

to vote. 

This victory inspired other victories and improved the status of 

women but it took time. While women exercised their newfound 

freedom to vote and entered new professions and eventually climbed 

the corporate ladder, they still had not caught up to men. Few women 

served in Congress as late as 1965 and although the numbers are  

(Doc 6) higher in 2017 they are far from equal to men. The number 

of women holding leadership positions in corporations also has not 

grown by much. Their suffrage victory did inspire (Doc 5) groups 
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such as African-American civil rights activists, anti-Vietnam War 

protestors, and other oppressed peoples who began to follow their 

example. Lobbying and protesting nonviolently, they in time reached 

their goals. African Americans achieved a less segregated society and 

protests against the Vietnam War helped to change minds about the 

United States continuing to fight that war. The fight for women’s 

suffrage had proved to be a multidimensional battle, as it paved the 

way for America to be changed forever. 

The battle for women’s suffrage is one of the most inspirational 

and monumental conflicts in United States history. Starting with 

the simple goal of voting rights, it soon exanded into a metaphorical 

war for oppressed groups themselves. Through perserverance, patience, 

and sheer determination, not only are women still on (6b) the rise 

today, but so are the millions of inspired citizens who decided to 

follow the example of the women’s suffragette movement and fight for 

what they believed was not only right, but necessary. In short, the 

world could not be what it is today without the earth-shaking efforts 

of the women’s suffragette group. 



 
Anchor Level 4-A 
 
The response: 
• Develops all aspects of the task for woman’s suffrage  
• Is both descriptive and analytical (women’s rights activists began to question Constitution as it 

failed to explicitly guarantee anyone’s right to vote; many women struggled with not being 
considered equal to men; public acceptance of women’s declaration slow to develop; 
comfortable in roles as wives and mothers, and men comfortable with women in those roles; 
felt males held in higher esteem and given too many advantages; wrote letters to congressmen 
but many ignored their demands because petitions rejecting suffrage were sent by influential 
anti-suffragists; people opposed to suffrage feared elevation of women would taint society and 
ruin what already worked; suffrage victory inspired other victories and improved status of 
women but took time; inspired groups such as African American civil rights activists, anti-
Vietnam War protesters, and other oppressed peoples who began to follow example; starting 
with simple goal of achieving voting rights, the suffrage movement soon expanded into 
metaphorical war for oppressed groups) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 
• Incorporates relevant outside information (after 15th amendment passed American women 

determined to obtain suffrage; women at Seneca Falls hoped by expressing concerns about 
tyranny they experienced in a document similar to Declaration of Independence that 
Americans would be reminded of tyranny that led colonists to declare independence; 
unmarried educated women most often teachers because that seemed to be extension of proper 
role; occasionally a woman such as Elizabeth Blackwell defied stereotype and became a 
doctor; not many colleges admitted women but by 1917 women were attending many different 
colleges as result of changing attitudes that began in discussions at women’s conventions such 
as Seneca Falls; African Americans achieved less segregated society and protests against 
Vietnam War helped change minds about United States continuing to fight that war) 

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (roots of women’s suffrage 
began before Civil War; women demanded expanded legal rights in marriage and divorce; held 
marches and rallies in open areas or cities while some took issue to Pennsylvania Avenue to 
protest discrimination; faced much persecution by those who opposed their cause; in 1920 
Constitution amended to guarantee women right to vote; entered new professions and 
eventually climbed corporate ladder but still did not catch up to men; few women served in 
Congress as late as 1965 and although numbers higher in 2017 they are far from equal to men; 
number of women holding leadership positions in corporations has not grown by much; 
lobbying and nonviolent protests) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that discusses 
the Constitution’s failure to guarantee woman’s suffrage and a conclusion that discusses the 
woman’s suffrage movement as both inspirational and a monumental conflict 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Document interpretation reflects 
good cultural and political insights about the historical circumstances of woman’s suffrage. 
Comparisons and conclusions lack the depth of a Level 5 response, especially in the treatment of 
impact. 
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Anchor Paper – Civic Literacy Essay—Level 4 – B

Debates over constitutional and civic issues have gone on since the 

beginning of United States history. These debates started at the 

constitutional convention and continue today. One of the most 

important civic debates is the fight for woman’s suffrage. For years, 

women were denied their rights as citizens, but the suffrage 

movement looked to establish their rights to vote. The woman’s 

suffrage movement was a successful movement that through the hard 

work of thousands of women, increased the rights of women and 

inspired many future movements in the United States. 

The woman’s suffrage movement began in the 1840s as a backlash 

to the beliefs and laws of the period. From the 1800s to the mid-1900s, 

the cult of domesticity was the common moral belief. It meant that 

women would stay home, raise good children, clean the house and 

make it a nice place for husbands to come home to. Although this was 

an important responsibility in the development of the United States, 

many laws during this time unfairly descriminated against women. 

In custody disputes, fathers were favored by the laws, and women were 

denied equal education (doc 1). These laws were all aspects of society 

that women planned to change through the suffrage movement. Many 

men during this time were also very supportive of the cult of 

domesticity because they benefited from it. They wanted women to 

stay home and away from politics because it would degrade them and 

detract from their “high moral status.” (doc. 3b). They didn’t 

understand what more women could want and they believed that 

women already had much influence without the right to vote. Except 

for Frederick Douglass and a few others, woman’s suffrage did not get 

much support from men. But small steps were taken as some states 
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began to allow married women to own property and more women were 

given a more equal education. Their suffrage demands unfortunately 

were generally ignored. A “new suffrage” movement evolved following 

the Civil War. Women who had worked for the cause were upset that 

African Americans and former slaves were given voting rights before 

them, especially since they had changed direction and devoted their 

time to ending slavery. This disappointment led to an increase in 

support for women’s suffrage. The continued denial of their rights led 

to women becoming better organizers, more militant, and less patient. 

The efforts of many women and woman’s suffrage groups to fight 

peacefully for rights led to national discussion and debate over the 

issue. Suffrage groups of all sizes started to spring up all over the 

country and community debates became common. Some suffragettes 

tried to convince states and local governments to give women more 

rights with mixed results. Some women joined the National Women’s 

Party and became more aggressive in their fight to get Congress to 

support a suffrage amendment by standing outside the White House 

gates. The most common form of protesting for rights was picketing, 

marches, and rallies (doc. 2a) These forms of protest were both peaceful 

and visible which made the issue more acceptable within the country. 

Conventions such as the famous Seneca Falls Convention helped 

begin the push for suffrage and the Declaration of Sentiments that 

stated the rights of women was drafted, declaring that the goals 

women were fighting for became “a guiding light” for women as they 

mobilized after Reconstruction. Demanding the right to vote was 

actually a controversial goal to put in that document, since many 

people felt that it was too radical to push for in 1848 and many  
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anti-suffragists still thought it was too radical in 1917. However, 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton and others set the foundation for the 

suffrage movement and helped the movement be taken seriously one 

step at a time. After many years of protest, the goal was no longer 

seen as radical and the 19th Amendment was ratified. 

The women’s suffrage movement had one of the biggest impacts of 

any reform movement on American society. The women’s suffrage 

movement actually inspired and supported many other movements 

like the Civil Rights Movement (doc. 5). The peaceful protests of the 

suffragettes actually inspired the peaceful protests and civil 

disobedience of Martin Luther King Jr. The woman’s suffrage 

movement also inspired more modern movements such as the Gay 

Rights movement and MeToo. The Gay Rights movement began in 

the late 20th century and has continued to present day. Using 

techniques very similar to the suffrage movement, the LGBTQ+ 

community has fought to achieve basic rights like marriage, and 

equal treatment. The MeToo, and the larger Feminist movement have 

used peaceful methods like the suffrage movement, organizing 

marches and protests in major cities across the country. The woman’s 

suffrage Movement has also led to more women pushing into male 

dominated fields. As of 2017, 5.4% of Fortune 500 CEOs were 

women, a record number. In 2016, 20.2% of Fortune 500 board 

members were women, another record number (doc. 6b). Women feel 

more empowered when they are given their rights and the same 

opportunities as men. Additionally, in 2018 more women ran for 

Congress and were elected than ever before, another win for womens 

rights movements. 
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Overall, the women’s suffrage movement has been the most successful 

and influential movement in United States history thanks to the 

efforts of the groups in the 1800s and groups that came much later.

 
Anchor Level 4-B 
 
The response: 
• Develops all aspects of the task for woman’s suffrage  
• Is both descriptive and analytical (for years women denied rights as citizens; suffrage 

movement began in 1840s as backlash to beliefs and laws which unfairly discriminated against 
women; many men wanted women to stay home and away from politics because it would 
degrade them and detract from their moral status; suffrage groups of all sizes started to spring 
up all over country and community debates became common; forms of protest both peaceful 
and visible which made issue more acceptable within country; suffrage movement inspired and 
supported other movements such as civil rights movement) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6 
• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (cult of domesticity meant women would 

stay home, raise good children, and clean house; many men supportive of cult of domesticity 
because they benefited; except for Frederick Douglass and a few others, woman’s suffrage did 
not have much support from men; small steps taken as some states began to allow married 
women to own property and more women given a more equal education; women who worked 
for abolitionist cause upset that formerly enslaved persons given voting rights before them 
especially since women devoted time to ending slavery; some joined National Women’s Party 
and became more aggressive in fight to get Congress to support suffrage amendment; 
demanding right to vote in Declaration of Sentiments thought to be too radical; Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton and others set foundation for suffrage movement and helped it to be taken seriously; 
peaceful protests of suffragettes inspired civil disobedience of Martin Luther King Jr; 
LGBTQ+ community has fought to achieve basic rights such as marriage and equal treatment; 
in 2018 more women ran for Congress and elected than ever before) 

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (in custody disputes fathers 
favored by laws; women denied equal education; most common form of protesting was 
picketing, marches, and rallies; Seneca Falls Convention helped begin push for suffrage; as of 
2017, 5.4 percent of Fortune 500 CEOs women; in 2016, 20.2 percent of Fortune 500 board 
members women) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that discusses 
the success of the woman’s suffrage movement and its inspiration for future movements and a 
one-sentence conclusion that states groups of people made the woman’s suffrage movement 
successful and influential 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Substantive relevant outside  
information and thoughtful document interpretation support a critical appraisal of woman’s  
suffrage as a constitutional and civic issue. Although recognition of the significant impact of the  
woman’s suffrage movement leads to comparative statements and good conclusions, additional  
supporting facts and details would have benefited the discussion.  
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Up until 1920, about half of the American population could not 

vote in national elections. Laws were being established that they had 

to follow, yet these people, the women, had no say in what occurred in 

government. Throughout United States history, many Constitutional 

and civic issues have been debated by Americans. These debates have 

resulted in efforts by individuals, groups, and governments to adress 

these issues. These efforts have achieved varying degrees of success. 

One of these constitutional and civic issues is woman’s suffrage. 

In the years before women gained suffrage, a myriad of different 

injustices existed in the average woman’s life. Even though the 

position as a mother made women important in the lives of her 

family, as document one explains, there were unfair custody laws 

biased towards the father if they became divorced. Prohibitions against 

women speaking in public made it difficult for them to become active 

citizens and denied them a right guaranteed in the Bill of Rights. 

Married women could not control their wages which meant their 

husbands did and married women were banned from attending state 

universities. For a long time women who wanted to express their point 

of view on an important issue or acquire a higher education could be 

denied it for the simple reason that they were not born a man or were 

considered by some to not be as smart as men. To think that women 

have a lower intellectual capacity was a widespread idea of those times 

and it was because they were not encouraged or allowed to attend 

many schools or colleges. As a result women often only had an 

elementary education. The activities women were prohibited from 

doing meant they did not have the opportunity to prove themselves 

equal to men. These injustices bounded and limited women’s options 
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and experiences sometimes causing them to lead lives they did not 

always enjoy. Tremendous potential was often utterly crushed by the 

heavy foot of a male-dominated society. These injustices were the 

impetus to women begining their campaign for suffrage. They 

figured if they gain the right to vote then they can fix the injustices 

by voting against them. Their early fight for suffrage began in 1848 

at Seneca Falls but did not get very far. Women in different parts of 

the country, usually in the West, gradually got the right to vote in 

local elections and in Wyoming in national elections since the work 

of women pioneers on the frontier was vital. It would take women 

longer than former male slaves who got the right to vote soon after the 

Civil War. When 1900 came sufragette women were still protesting 

calmly and wisely, without the use of violence. They were still holding 

meetings and sending letters to their state legislators and 

congressmen but they were also protesting out in public. As  

document 2b shows, a common tactic of these women was to picket. In 

this way, they presented their ideas with poise proving they were polite 

“as women should be” even though they were becoming more impatient 

with the president and others for not supporting them. Document 2a 

adds that the women also rallied as well as sent out letters to get more 

people to volunteer for the movement and organize large marches in 

towns and cities all over the country. In this way, the suffragettes 

were reminding America that they were trying to attain the right to 

vote in order to make the United States a more democratic country. 

Women felt they deserved representation at all levels of government in 

order to promote their well-being and the well-being of their families. 

They fought back against anti-suffragists, some of whom believed 
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that the right to vote would be a burden for women. However, the real 

burden for women was not having political rights. 

The impact on society that these efforts had were monumental. 

First and foremost, it caused the government to pass the 19th 

ammendment giving women the right to vote. It could not be denied 

after women did so much during World War I. Additionally, these 

groups of womens who protested became models for many other groups 

that came later. As document four explains, these women protested 

strongly and seriously, but they did not set out to cause violence or 

death. Many groups were influenced by their way of protesting. 

African Americans saw the practicality in these effective yet peaceful 

protests just as women did. African Americans who also had reason to 

be impatient stressed nonviolence in the Civil Rights movement in the 

1960s. However, they too became targets of violence, as did some 

suffragettes. Document five describes how groups other than African 

American civil rights campaigners also used the suffragette model, as 

demonstrated by Susan B. Anthony’s arrest when she tried to vote. 

Anti-vietnam war protesters angry about the death and destruction of 

a war thousands of miles away did make many question the war. 

And gay rights activists have convinced many Americans that they 

deserve equal rights. Women’s efforts to attain suffrage are still 

impacting American society. 

Throughout United States history, many constitutional and civic 

issues have been debated by Americans. These debates have resulted in 

efforts by individuals and groups to adress these issues. Women 

began their efforts to obtain suffrage when many unjustices were 

forced upon them. They protested, marched, and rallied to get suffrage 
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and by doing this, they impacted American society forever. They 

became role models for future protests and most importantly they 

allowed all women in the future to be able to vote. 

Anchor Level 3-A 
 
The response:  
• Develops all aspects of the task for woman’s suffrage 
• Is more descriptive than analytical (laws established that women had to follow yet women had 

no say in government; in years before women gained suffrage, myriad injustices existed in 
average woman’s life; even though position as mother made women important in lives of 
family, custody laws were biased toward father; prohibitions against women speaking in 
public made it difficult to become active citizens; for a long time women who wanted to 
express point of view on important issue or acquire higher education could be denied because 
they were considered by some not as smart as men; women did not have opportunity to prove 
themselves equal to men; injustices limited women’s options and experiences sometimes 
causing them to lead lives they did not enjoy; tremendous potential often crushed by male-
dominated society; women thought right to vote could fix injustices; in 1900 suffragettes were 
still protesting calmly; becoming more impatient with president and others for not supporting 
them; felt they deserved representation at all levels of government; some anti-suffragists 
believed right to vote would be a burden for women) 

• Incorporates some relevant information from documents 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 
• Incorporates relevant outside information (women often only had elementary education; 

women in different parts of country, usually in West, gradually got right to vote in local 
elections and in Wyoming in national elections; would take women longer than formerly 
enslaved males who got right to vote soon after Civil War; organized large marches in towns 
and cities all over country; right to vote could not be denied after women did so much during 
World War I; African Americans stressed nonviolence in civil rights movement in 1960s; civil 
rights protesters became targets of violence as did some suffragettes; Susan B. Anthony 
arrested when she tried to vote; anti-Vietnam War protesters angry about death and destruction 
of war thousands of miles away; gay-rights activists convinced many that they too deserve 
equal rights) 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (until 1920 about half of American 
population could not vote in national elections; women could not control wages which meant 
husbands did; married women banned from attending state universities; early fight for suffrage 
began in 1848 at Seneca Falls; women held meetings, sent letters to state legislators and 
congressmen; protested in public; picketed) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization, includes an introduction that is little more 
than a restatement of the theme and a conclusion that briefly summarizes all aspects of the task 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Document information is used as a  
frame of reference for the discussion of all aspects of the task. While the treatment of historical  
circumstances includes some good historical references and analytic statements, the impact of  
woman’s suffrage would benefit from additional supporting facts and details.  
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Throughout the history of the United States, various different 

constitutional and civic issues have come into focus. These issues 

have been fueled by organized movements and leaders who 

encouraged others to support their cause. These movements have had 

various different levels of success and have had different levels of 

impact. One such movement is the movement for woman’s sufferage, 

which was successful in achieving its goal of giving women the right 

to vote and left a strong impact on the course of history. 

The Women’s Suffrage Movement was focused towards promoting 

female equality through the right to vote. Prior to the movement, the 

Cult of Domesticity was a much supported belief which involved the 

idea of how women were meant to tend to the duties of the house and 

care for their families. Since the beginning of United States history, 

men were generally given a position of greater importance due to 

generally different laws and rights that favored them. In the years 

prior to the civil war it was seen that laws for child custody favored 

men (Doc. 1). Ironically, laws of similar discrimatory nature were put 

into effect at the same time the Cult of Domesticity was an important 

idea. However, in the mid-nineteenth century, the Woman’s Suffrage 

movement came into effect, starting with the Seneca Falls Convention 

in 1848. If women did not have the right to vote they could not do 

anything about discrimanatory custody laws. Several different well-

known female leaders such as Elizabeth Cady Stanton emerged into 

more prominence as a result of the convention and its Declaration of 

Rights. This Declaration stressed that since women were citizens they 

should have the right to vote. The Convention could be said to have 

been the beginning of organized female efforts for suffrage because 
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women decided they had to work on their own behalf, because no one 

was just going to give them the right to vote. Their goal was disrupted 

for many years by the Civil War. Following the precedent set at the 

Seneca Falls Convention, there were more conventions held and more 

woman’s suffrage groups formed in the later half of the 1800’s. Even 

though women could not vote they were involved in political life  

(Doc 4). Elizabeth Cady Stanton, still prominent in the 1890s, 

organized the National Woman’s Suffrage Association. Women 

continued to share ideas about the rights they deserved in their work, 

attacking social problems in groups such as the WCTU. The 

Industrial Revolution led to working women joining unions and 

working for better conditions, especially after the Triangle Shirtwaist 

Factory fire. With support from Progressives and others, various 

different methods were used by women to gain attention for suffrage. 

Women participated in various different marches and protests in order 

to focus attention on the issue of woman’s suffrage (Doc. 2). The 

overall reason for activism for suffrage was the lack of equality that 

continued to be seen in American society despite women’s 

achievements and contributions. Women were grabbing the attention 

of their counterparts as the issue of suffrage inequality became a topic 

of national debate. Some still viewed women as not needing the vote or 

as intellectualy inferior. This could be seen in the anti-suffragists 

argument that emerged as a result of the growing woman’s suffrage 

movement. The anti-suffragists also presented various different 

traditional reasons for the lack of support for female suffrage. One of 

the key reasons was how the right for women to vote would be harmful 

for their domestic and maternal roles (Doc. 3). This concept goes back 
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to the idea of the Cult of Domesticity which many women had never 

really been a part of. Many men did not favor a monumental change 

in what they saw as the traditional roles of women in society. 

However, in 1920, the Nineteenth Ammendment was passed and 

women were given the right to vote. Women had to wait for a long time 

for suffrage, primarily due to the lack of support from both men and 

women who were unsure of how their lives would be affected. 

Once woman’s suffrage was granted, the effects of it were seen to be 

quite vast. Primarily, it helped establish a sense of equality that 

increased because of the important roles they played in the Great 

Depression and World War II. Parallel to the Suffragist movement, the 

work of various different female reformers such as Dorothea Dix 

demonstrated the contributions of strong independent women. 

Additionally, the movement itself became an inspiration for different 

movements which aimed to establish a sense of equality regardless of 

individual obstacles. For example, the Civil Rights movement, anti-

Vietnam protests and the gay rights movement could be said to be 

inspired by the Suffragist movement (Doc. 5). The ideas of peaceful 

protests and marches were incorporated in other movements hoping to 

achieve justice and promote and expand upon the ideas of equality for 

all people. Additionally, winning suffrage had an effect on attitudes 

towards women. Women were able to realize more political equality 

with men resulting in many being elected to political office (Doc 6). 

Women became more politically prominent as more were elected 

governors and senators (Doc 6). Ultimately, the suffragist movement 

was able to impact the course of American History in many short and 

long term ways. 
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The movement for woman’s suffrage took a long time and was 

seen to be very successful through the passage of the Nineteenth 

Ammendment. The Suffragist movement was one of many 

movements which contributed to the development of the history of the 

United States.

Anchor Level 3-B 
 
The response:  
• Develops all aspects of the task for woman’s suffrage  
• Is more descriptive than analytical (movement focused toward promoting equality through 

right to vote; since beginning of United States history men generally given position of greater 
importance due to laws and rights that favored them; Seneca Falls beginning of organized 
female efforts for suffrage; even though women could not vote they were involved in political 
life; lack of equality continued to be seen in society despite women’s achievements and 
contributions; suffrage inequality became topic of national debate; some still viewed women 
as intellectually inferior; anti-suffragists believed giving women right to vote harmful for 
domestic and maternal roles; many men did not favor monumental change to traditional roles 
of women in society; lack of support from men and women unsure of how their lives would be 
affected; movement an inspiration for other movements) 

• Incorporates some relevant information from all documents  
• Incorporates relevant outside information (cult of domesticity a belief of how women meant to 

tend to duties of house and care for families; Elizabeth Cady Stanton emerged into more 
prominence as result of Seneca Falls Convention and Declaration of Rights; goal of suffrage 
disrupted for many years by Civil War; Stanton still prominent in 1890s and organized 
National Woman’s Suffrage Association; women continued to share ideas while attacking 
social problems in groups such as WCTU; Industrial Revolution led to working women joining 
unions and working for better conditions especially after Triangle Shirtwaist Factory fire; 
woman’s suffrage helped establish sense of equality that increased because of important roles 
women played in Great Depression and World War II; work of reformers such as Dorothea 
Dix demonstrated contributions of strong independent women) 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (in years prior to Civil War, laws for child 
custody favored men; women participated in marches and protests; 19th amendment passed in 
1920 giving women right to vote; civil rights movement, anti-Vietnam protests, and gay-rights 
movement inspired by woman’s suffrage movement; ideas of peaceful protests and marches 
incorporated into other movements; many women being elected to political office; more 
women elected governors and senators)  

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization, includes an introduction and a conclusion 
that are little more than restatements of the theme 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Important concepts about the role 
women played in American life prior to achieving suffrage are integrated into the discussion.  
The treatment of the impact of woman’s suffrage on further equality includes good historical  
references but additional development and/or analysis would have strengthened the response. 
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“All men are created equal” This is one of the most important 

quotes in American history, yet also one of the most disrespected. Over 

the years, several groups of people in America have been discriminated 

against and have had their rights infringed upon by fellow citizens & 

government. One of the groups of people in America that have fought 

for their rights is women. Women’s suffrage was a powerful 

movement that had a long lasting impact, even on society today. 

Before gaining this right, women were commonly discriminated 

against in numerous areas in life. For example, there were “child 

custody laws that favored fathers to prohibitions against women 

speaking in public; the denial of equal education, and the existence of 

a double sex standard.” In the civil war, women were given jobs that 

proved their ability to be capable of more than house work. However, 

they were still denied their right to vote despite being a help in the war. 

Their role in the civil war was a step towards being seen as an equal to 

men but there was still more fighting to be done. Women made efforts 

to push their liberty. They organized protests and made signs to draw 

attention to the suffrage movement [Doc 2b]. They took the time out 

of their day to hold meetings, issue mailings to the members of the 

suffrage movement, and organize pickets, marches, and rallies  

[Doc 2a]. Men were often unsupportive of the movement but women 

continued to fight for these rights. 

Their efforts did not go to waste, and the law giving women the 

right to vote was adopted in 1920. This has affected American history, 

even beyond voting or women. Expanding rights for women has paved 

the way for other groups of people, such as for the Civil Rights’ 

Movement, and anti-war protest. It had a domino-effect that hopefully 
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continues, even in current society so that all people do not face as 

much discrimination. Additionally, it opened the doors for women to 

obtain jobs and government positions such as Congress, Senate, and 

more [Doc 6b] Women in today’s society are encouraged to explore 

many fields of work for a career, and are not restricted to house work 

which would not have occurred without first giving women the right to 

vote. 

Overall, the women’s suffrage has changed American society for 

the better. It has helped American society into staying more truthful 

to the values in the Constitution, and has paved the way for women to 

make their important contributions to society without judgement. 

Also, it is possible without it, other groups of discrinated people 

could’ve never gotten their rights. 



 
Anchor Level 2-A 
 
The response: 
• Minimally develops all aspects of the task for woman’s suffrage 
• Is primarily descriptive (before gaining suffrage women commonly discriminated against in 

numerous areas of life; men often unsupportive of movement but women continued to fight for 
rights; expanding rights for women paved way for others such as civil rights movement and 
anti-war protests; suffrage movement had domino effect that will hopefully continue even in 
current society so people do not face as much discrimination; helped American society stay 
truthful to values of Constitution; helped pave way for women to make important contributions 
to society without judgment); includes faulty and weak application (role in Civil War a step 
toward being seen as equal to men but still more fighting to be done; law giving women right 
to vote was adopted in 1920) 

• Incorporates relevant information from all the documents  
• Presents little relevant outside information (still denied right to vote despite being a help in 

war; women in today’s society encouraged to explore many fields of work for a career which 
would not have occurred without first giving women right to vote) 

• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details (child custody laws favored fathers; women 
prohibited from speaking in public; equal education denied to women; existence of a double 
sex standard; organized protests and made signs to draw attention to suffrage movement; 
women took time out of their day to hold meetings, issue mailings to members of movement, 
and organize pickets, marches, and rallies; opened doors for women to obtain jobs and 
government positions in Congress and more) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that states that “all men 
are created equal” is one of the most important but disrespected quotations in American history 
and a conclusion that discusses how the suffrage movement changed society for the better 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Most of the response focuses on  
an interpretation of document information that minimally addresses all aspects of the task. A  
general understanding of women’s efforts to gain rights is evident and the inclusion of a few  
analytic statements help the discussion. 
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One of the many constitutional and civic issues debated 

throughout American history is woman’s suffrage. Women got the 

right to vote, but it was not a quick and easy process. 

The movement for woman’s suffrage started in 1848 at the Seneca 

Falls convention, where women decide that “all laws which . . . place 

her in a position inferior to that of a man are contrary to the great 

precept of nature and therefore of no force or authority.” (Document 1). 

Women decided to fight for their right to vote for a lot of reasons. Their 

intention was to end significant legal, political, religious and 

cultural discriminations like, child custody laws that favored fathers, 

prohibitions against women speaking in public, the denial of equal 

education, the existence of a double sex standard and unequal pay 

(Document 3). Voting was the way to end all of those injustices and 

to have a representation in the government. To achieve that, women 

organized pickets, marches, rallies (Document 2), when some were 

arrested, they organized hunger protests and other non violence & civil 

disobedience protests. 

Women finally got their right to vote with the ratification of the 

nineteenth amendment in 1920 and impacted the future. Women who 

participated in the movement became models of leadership like 

organizers, administrators, activists and lobbyists (Doc. 4). They 

gave new definitions of women in the national life (Doc. 4), 

influenced future movements with their strategies and tactics of 

nonviolence and civil disobedience like African American and 

Vietnam war movements (Doc. 5), and the amount of women in the 

government as representatives of the people grew (Doc. 6) 

Women got the rights they deserved after a long time, the 
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movement started in 1848 but the amendment was ratified just in 

1920. Women already achieved a great number of rights, but they 

still need to continue fighting for equality between them and men, 

which is still not entirely existent.

 
Anchor Level 2-B 

 
The response: 
• Minimally develops all aspects of the task for woman’s suffrage  
• Is primarily descriptive (women’s intention to end significant legal, political, religious, and 

cultural discrimination; voting a way to end injustices and have representation in government; 
suffrage movement influenced future movements with strategies of nonviolence and civil 
disobedience such as African American and Vietnam War movements) 

• Incorporates limited relevant information from documents 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 
• Presents little relevant outside information (when some suffragettes arrested they organized 

hunger protests and other nonviolence and civil disobedience protests) 
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details (movement for woman’s suffrage started in 1848 

at Seneca Falls Convention; women decided to fight for right to vote for a lot of reasons; 
discrimination included child custody laws that favored fathers, prohibitions against women 
speaking in public, denial of equal education, existence of a double sex standard, and unequal 
pay; women organized pickets, marches, and rallies; women got right to vote with ratification 
of 19th amendment in 1920; women who participated in movement became models of 
leadership such as organizers, administrators, activists, and lobbyists; amount of women in 
government as representatives grew) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that states women got 
the right to vote but it was not a quick and easy process and a conclusion that states women 
have achieved a number of rights but need to continue fighting for equality 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. With document information  
framing the narrative, the inclusion of a few thoughtful statements and outside information about 
hunger protests add to the discussion. Additional explanations and more supporting facts and  
details would have strengthened the response. 
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Not that long ago, women were having problems getting suffrage. 

There were numerous historical circumstances that led to this, as well 

as efforts done on this and potential impacts. 

Before women began their campaign for suffrage, there were 

problems that led to this. According to document 1, one problem was 

“Initially, suffrage was one of several reforms intended to end the 

significant legal, political, religious, and cultural discriminations 

against nineteenth-century women.” This means that women felt 

attacked in numerous ways, and as a result they thought it would be 

mandatory to gain suffrage. 

To put the suffrage campaign into movement, actions had to be 

taken. According to document 2a, “The suffragettes organized pickets 

and marches and rallies.” 

These were the peaceful protestors but there were some women who 

felt a violent approach was necessary. At this point anything was 

necessary to gain suffrage. 

There were several outcomes that came out of this. One of them was 

job positions. According to document 4, “Here are the first women 

lawyers and doctors and ministers, the first women candidates, the 

first office-holders.” So the impact seen in this is that women gained 

very crucial jobs, making them more important. 

Another important impact from the womens suffrage movement is 

the future influence it will have on future movements. According to 

document 5, “The lessons of the woman suffrage struggle deeply 

influenced later American social justice and advocacy [public 

interest] movements.” 

This means that this suffrage movement would serve as a role 
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model for the next few movements, to show that in fact, it is possible. 

In conclusion, the women suffrage movement was a success that 

will last. To this day, women are given more opportunities and 

equality.

 
Anchor Level 1-A 
 
The response: 
• Minimally develops all aspects of the task for woman’s suffrage 
• Is descriptive (women felt attacked in numerous ways and as a result thought it would be 

mandatory to gain suffrage; peaceful protestors but some women felt violent approach was 
necessary; women gained crucial jobs which made them more important; lessons of woman’s 
suffrage struggle deeply influenced later American social justice and public interest 
movements)  

• Includes minimal information from documents 1, 2, 4, and 5 
• Presents no relevant outside information 
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (initially suffrage one of several reforms 

intended to end significant legal, political, religious, and cultural discrimination against 19th-
century women; suffragettes organized pickets, marches, and rallies; first women lawyers, 
doctors, ministers, candidates, and officeholders) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that states not that long 
ago women were having problems gaining suffrage and a conclusion that states the suffrage 
movement was a success and to this day women are given more opportunities and equality 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. A limited understanding of all  
aspects of the task is demonstrated with general but accurate statements. Brief summaries and  
quotations of document information are employed to make statements that would have benefited  
from more supporting facts and details.  
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Throughout the span of the United States many social, political, 

and economic inequalities have called for reforms. One example of this 

was the womens sufferage movement of the late 1800s. The womens 

sufferage movement was women fighting for the equal 

right/oppurtunities as men in America. 

Before this movement women had limitations to what they were 

able to do or accomplish. This lifestyle entailed being raised on how to 

be femanine and once old enough become houswives. Women were 

prohibbited from getting any jobs other than ones that involved 

cleaning or getting groceries. This was the lifestyle women were stuck 

to until the 1920’s when they fought for the right to vote. One of the 

first rallies is shown in Document 1 which states “women at the 1448 

convention resolved, among other injustices”. This convention was a 

huge motivation for women to advocate their rights and lead to them 

planning further action. Some of the things women rights advocates 

did was “organize pickets, marches and rallies”. (Doc 2a/2b). This 

was one of the first steps for women rights. 

Their next duty was to gain the support of the people. As shown in 

Document 3a the majority created Headquarters opposed to women 

sufferage which was a huge challenge for the women of this era. Even 

women were in allience with this organization because they were 

afraid of women rights. This was because they thought “The ballot 

would disrupt womens domestic and maternal roles and create 

disharmony in families”. Dispite the lack of support the 15th 

amendment was passed and gave women the right to vote. This later 

caused development in other injustices to be adressed and reforms to be 

made. Some of these injustices were “non-violent protests and civil 
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disobedience and African american civil right” (Doc 5). 

While womens civil rights was a huge turning point in american 

history there were many more situations like it. Overall this was a 

very important point in history.

 
Anchor Level 1-B 
 
The response: 
• Minimally develops all aspects of the task for woman’s suffrage 
• Is descriptive (before the movement women had limitations as to what they were able to do or 

accomplish; lifestyle entailed being raised on how to be feminine and once old enough become 
housewives; Seneca Falls Convention a huge motivation for women to advocate for rights and 
plan further action; opposition was huge challenge; some women were in alliance with 
opposition because they were afraid of women’s rights disrupting domestic and maternal roles 
and creating disharmony in families); lacks understanding and application (women prohibited 
from getting any jobs other than ones that involved cleaning or getting groceries; some of 
these injustices were nonviolent protests, civil disobedience, and African American civil 
rights) 

• Includes minimal information from documents 1, 2, 3, and 5 
• Presents no relevant outside information 
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (women organized pickets, marches, and 

rallies; headquarters created to oppose woman’s suffrage); includes inaccuracies (women 
fought for the right to vote in 1920s; 1448 convention; 15th amendment passed giving women 
right to vote) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that states women are 
fighting for the same opportunities as men and a conclusion that states while women’s civil 
rights were a turning point in American history there were other situations like it 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Although all aspects of the task 
are addressed, development is very limited. Quotations from documents and weak 
generalizations frame the response; however, the inclusion of a few thoughtful statements  
demonstrates a basic understanding of the suffrage movement. 
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Throughout United States History, many constitutional and civil 

issues have been debated by Americans. These debates have resulted in 

efforts by individuals, groups, and governments to adress these 

issues. These efforts have achieved varying degrees of success. One of 

these constitutional and civic issues is woman’s suffrage. 

Initially sufferage was a reform intended to end legal, political, 

religious and cultural discriminations. And one circumstance 

women had gone through was that they were unable to speak their 

mind, they werent given the right to vote. (Doc 1) Since they couldnt 

vote they couldn’t improve their statuses. Many women didn’t feel 

liberated, according to (doc 2a,) groups of women came together to 

write letters, and protest while being non-violent. Women’s sufferage 

opened a new idea to many people, some agreed and some disagreed. 

Throughout the efforts it created a new image of how people looked at 

women.
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America, being a relatively young country, has had to deal with 

many issues in the past concerning unjust laws, government 

policies, and the denial of rights. In the early 20th century one of the 

largest issues was women’s suffrage. This social debate began with 

years of women fighting against their oppression, protesting, and 

eventually gaining the right to vote. 

To begin, many people found reasons to support woman’s suffrage, 

that trace back to an early onset of oppression assigned to them by the 

deemed superior beings – in the case of the early 1800s, the superior 

beings were men. Women worked hard along with their husbands and 

fathers to take care of their farms and communities but societal 

equality was restricted to men. In the Declaration of Independence, 

Jefferson wrote that “all men are created equal” and he didn’t include 

women. At Seneca Falls, Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote that “all men 

and women are created equal”. She was responding to laws that were 

made by men for men which meant that women were often treated 

unfairly by federal, state, and local laws. The men of the era acted as 

though they were saving women from political corruption but they 

were actually withholding a right from women which is, 

undoubtably, no favor (Doc 3b). Along with preventing women from 

voting, men in charge also oppressed women in other ways, such as 

establishing a double sex standard, and unequal marriage and 

divorce laws. By creating laws that leaned in males’ favor, prejudice 

developed against women that left them out of schools and 

economically subservient to men. This led women to believe that if 

they could earn the basic right of voting, they could end the 

remaining injustices they faced as well, according to Document 1. 



U.S. Hist. & Gov’t. (Framework) Rating Guide – June ’23 [58] Vol. 2

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civic Literacy Essay—Practice Paper – B 

Women were not just concerned about their own situation. Speaking 

in public was often considered to be improper for women and was 

discouraged. But women had been doing this for years. Before the 

colonies declared independence, women were outspoken and organized 

protests against British injustices. In the 1840s women such as 

Dorothea Dix were outspoken about improving conditions for the 

mentally ill. Elizabeth Cady Stanton spoke out in favor of a 

woman’s right to be outspoken and the right to vote. 

Next, once announcing their fight for suffrage, women and male 

supporters demonstrated their opposition to the then-current sexist 

laws. The women’s rights convention at Seneca Falls exposed their 

many complaints but not much was done by government or 

individuals to address the problems women faced. Many of their 

resolutions were ignored and their efforts were often laughed at. 

However, women were not discouraged despite the efforts and 

arguments used against them, especially when it came to voting. 

Women reorganized in the early 1900s and their suffrage battle 

became intense. The most common method they used was protesting. 

Forms of protesting for suffrage included hosting marches, standing 

outside of the gates of government buildings with ‘provocative’ signs 

that hopefully the president would see. They also organized and 

managed rallies (Docs 2a, 2b). The women who joined suffrage 

organizations, although mostly well-to-do, were still a diverse group. 

They were Republicans and Democrats and lawyers, doctors, and 

ministers. Very importantly, they came together and unified as 

ordinary citizens for the suffrage fight on behalf of all women  

(Doc 4). Another popular method that killed two birds with one stone 
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was the writing of pro-woman’s suffrage literature, that proved women 

were intelligent while defending their own rights. These writings 

included works by Carrie Chapman Catt, Susan B. Anthony, and 

Elizabeth Cady Stanton. 

Lastly, all the protesting for so many years demonstrated 

resilience and perserverance, as women’s suffrage was guaranteed in 

a new amendment and ratified. The battle to earn this right had 

many lasting effects, such as the encouragement of later women’s 

rights groups and their fight for equal pay and equal job 

opportunities. For example, there has been an increase in female 

leaders in politics and corporations (Doc 6b). Women have become 

astronauts, race car drivers, and football coaches. There is almost 

nothing they are kept from doing by law or by societal attitudes. Yet 

we still have not elected a woman president. Of course, the suffrage 

movement also acted as a precedent for future protests such as the 

2017 Women’s March. This indicated that the women of America can 

still unify to fight for what they believe in (Doc 5). 

Alas, woman’s suffrage was a great journey that the women of the 

21st century may take for granted. Although many of woman’s 

rights have been earned, society still might see more rebellions to 

improve America.
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Woman’s suffrage has been a long-standing example of the fight 

for equal rights throughout American history. Women have been 

unfairly treated thoroughout the history of the United States, and 

there have always been women who pushed for equality for women. 

The 1890’s to present day have experienced a huge feminist movement 

that has been incorporated into society, the economy, and politics. 

The 1890’s until 1920 was a time that women pushed hard for their 

right to vote. During the Progressive Era, women campaigned for 

many different reforms. They campaigned to end child labor and 

improve working conditions for women working in factories. Getting 

the right to vote would be important for them to achieve many of their 

goals. Also, many women wanted the right to vote because of their 

involvement in the fight for Prohibition. The Prohibition movement 

was one that was led mainly by women such as Carrie Nation and it 

showed that women could have an important impact on society and 

politics, especially if they had the right to vote. As women became more 

involved in their communities, they realized that they were capable of 

much more and believed they deserved the same rights as men. As the 

women’s rights and suffrage movement expanded, many people were 

opposed to it, as seen in Document 3a and 3b. The popular idea that 

equal rights for women could disrupt American family life spread 

like wildfire. Despite the antisuffrage movement, women continued to 

fight for their rights. Women participated in picket lines, rallies, 

marches and other public displays of their unhappiness with their 

status, as shown in Documents 2a and 2b. Eventually, in 1920, 

women gained the right to vote. 

Despite gaining the right to vote, women were still not treated 
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equally. Even after participating in the war movements during WWI 

and WWII, women were often still not welcome when they wanted to 

work outside the home. In the 1950s, the media portrayed women as 

housewives, and women were encouraged to give up their career once 

they had children. When Betty Friedan’s book the Feminine Mystique 

came out, many of these housewives felt their want for more was 

validated, and a second wave of feminism sprung up. Though some 

women had participated in politics, like Jeannette Rankin in 

Document 6a, Document 6b shows that as of 1965, hardly any 

women had political offices in comparison to men. 

This second women’s movement led to acts like Title IX, and the 

push for the Equal Rights Amendment. Title IX helped women’s sports 

be recognized more and finally showed that women’s athletics 

deserved more respect. The ERA was an attempt to secure equal-

treatment all over America for women, but it was shot down due to the 

movement against it. Led by Phyllis Schafly, the anti-ERA 

movement claimed that it might force women to have to be part of the 

draft and lose favor of the courts in divorce scenarios. 

Despite the failure of the ERA, women have made huge strides in 

gaining equal rights. The methods of the women’s movement have set 

a precedent for future activists (document 5), and more and more 

women are accomplishing things that previously had been reserved for 

men. While America still has a ways to go in order to reach full 

equality, the feminist movement has been largely successful, as was 

the suffrage movement that led to it.
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American history has experienced many struggles for equal rights 

and some have been ongoing. The idea that “History is a series of 

class struggles” as espoused by Karl Marx and Engels certainly holds 

true in American society. Women spent centuries advocating for 

equal rights and equal protection of the law which continues to be a 

political issue today. Female leaders across the country and spanning 

many decades, fought for change in a positive and lasting way. 

Following the American Revolution and the failure of the Articles 

of Confederation, the creation of a functional government became a 

primary issue. Founding Fathers including James Madison and John 

Adams sought to formulate a just system of government in the 

United States Constitution. Many people including women, however, 

were not given political rights or enfranchisement. John Adams’ wife, 

Abigail Adams implored him to “remember the ladies” when creating 

legal principles in 1776 but she did not ask for the vote and woman’s 

suffrage was not considered at the Constitutional Convention. Young, 

unmarried New England women began quietly moving out of their 

“home sphere” by working for low wages during the early Industrial 

Revolution, mostly in textile industries. However, most married 

women continued to support the ideals of the “Cult of domesticity” 

and “republican motherhood.” Both groups of women had less legal 

status. In 1848, the women who outwardly supported more rights for 

women, including the right to vote, organized a convention at Seneca 

Falls, because they believed all men and women were created equal. 

Lucretia Mott and Elizabeth Cady Stanton, who worked together to 

oppose slavery, were at the forefront of the movement. Stanton as the 

main author of the Declaration of Sentiments included the demand 
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that women be given the right to vote. But the demands in the 

document were pushed aside as other issues were dominant, including 

growing sectionalism and debates over the extension of slavery, which 

led to the Civil War. Following the Civil War, the Reconstruction 

amendments, the thirteenth, fourteenth, and fifteenth recognized 

African Americans as free citizens, and gave them equal protection of 

the law with the right to vote. Stanton and Susan B. Anthony 

supported these amendments and hoped the fifteenth would include 

women. When women were not included in the fifteenth amendment 

it showed them that their rights were again being dismissed, even 

after they worked so hard to end slavery and mostly favored voting 

rights for freedmen (Document 1). This sparked a new movement in 

the wake of Susan B. Anthony’s advocacy for women’s voting rights 

and the important leadership role women played in Progressive reform. 

Women like Jane Addams and Margaret Sanger emerged as 

supporters of woman’s suffrage and role models for women. Addams 

supported women’s right to vote because of the important decisions 

they had to make for their families, and Sanger advocated for 

increased availability of birth control, which gave women more power 

over their lives. Women working at the grassroots level advanced 

political Progressivism. They used tactics such as mailing letters and 

picketing to make their case known (Document 2). They were not 

happy with President Wilson in the 1916 election because he refused to 

directly support the suffragettes and the NWP and NAWSA. Their 

peaceful protests and powerful march in Washington before Wilson’s 

inauguration day led to some violent responses and controversy. But 

they continued to push forth a constitutional Amendment, which they 
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finally achieved when President Wilson decided to support a suffrage 

amendment after World War I. The unyielding efforts of incredible 

women for well over 75 years created political and social change that 

had important impacts on American society. 

The efforts of women in the suffrage movement gave incentive to 

later battles for equality. For instance, the peaceful protests and 

logical arguments utilized by women was adopted by Martin Luther 

King Jr. during the Civil Rights Movement. American women did not 

entirely avoid the violence experienced by women in England, but 

their approach resulted in success (Document 2). Rosa Park’s civil 

disobedience and the unity of the community displayed during the 

Montgomery Bus Boycott were consistent with the effective methods 

used by women seeking enfranchisement. Their movement "stood as a 

model for mid-century African American civil rights campaigners, 

Anti-Vietnam War protest groups, and gay rights advocates”, which 

although generally peaceful, saw violent responses in the 

assassination of Martin Luther King Jr., Kent State, and Stonewall. 

(Document 5). With more states giving women the right to vote and 

the ratification of the 19th amendment allowing women in all states 

to vote, their representation in government increased. Their votes 

allowed Jeanette Rankin to take office as the first female member of 

Congress saying “I may be the first woman member of Congress but I 

won’t be the last” which was a resoundingly positive message for 

growing political equality (Document 6a). The women’s rights 

struggle has achieved a legacy that honors the movement as “stories of 

achievement, ingenious strategies, and outrageous tactics that were 

used to outwit the opponents” (Document 4). There are more educated 



U.S. Hist. & Gov’t. (Framework) Rating Guide – June ’23 [65] Vol. 2

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Civic Literacy Essay—Practice Paper – D 

and professional women than ever before. Women make up more than 

half of all college graduates and in 2017 female senators have twenty 

one seats (Document 6B). The work done by suffragettes paved the 

way for some of these gains and social change but more needed to be 

done for women’s equality. Betty Friedan’s “Feminine Mystique” and 

groups like NOW made women think about the ways in which gender 

equality had still not been achieved by the 1960s. Women still 

frequently earn less than men and have less representation in the 

medical and legal fields and on Fortune 500 boards (Document 6). 

There should also have been more women serving in elected 

government positions as well. The 1973 Roe vs. Wade case and the 

proposed but not ratified Equal Right Amendment of the 1970s 

showed that women had to continue to advocate for themselves on 

issues that were important to them. They still do. 

Women throughout American history faced opposition and a lack 

of political rights for many decades. Their creative and effective 

tactics provided the precedent for future change, which represents an 

ongoing struggle.
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Throughout American history, injustices and inequalities that 

developed from laws and regulation resulted in efforts by groups to 

address these problems. One group were women suffragists. Since the 

formation of colonies in the United States, patriarchal societies 

evolved giving men more power and authority in jobs and roles than 

women. A degree of efforts to address this civic issue has been made 

which resulted in a lasting impact on society and groups/individuals. 

Women went to a great degree of effort to gain the right to vote 

although there were many who opposed it. To start, women would 

organize rallies, pickets, and marches to protest the inequalities placed 

on them. (Doc 2a) For example, they were denied equal access to 

education, there were prohibitions against women speaking in public, 

and child custody laws that favored fathers (Doc 1) which led women 

to seek the right to vote. Additionally, women met at the Seneca Falls 

convention to discuss womens rights, and resolve the injustices by 

issuing the Declaration of sentiments which was similar to the 

Declaration of Independence. The efforts to gain the right to vote also 

resulted from the African American’s gain of voting. 

The efforts to achieve women’s suffrage had a lasting impact on 

society. The efforts served as a model to African American civil rights 

campaigners by promoting the use of non-violence and civil 

disobedience to achieve their goals (Doc 5) of gaining equality as 

combating the laws placed on African Americans. The efforts shown 

by women also had an impact on society today by persuading others 

to protest and fight for their own rights against injustices and 

inequalities and strive to hold higher roles than in the previous decade. 

(Doc 4) For instance, women would hold jobs as lawyers, doctors, 
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Civic Literacy Essay—Practice Paper – E 

ministers, and first office holders. This can be seen today in the 

graphs that a depict the increasing role of women in the senate, House, 

State government, and major corporations in the U.S. (Doc. 6b) 

Women went to great efforts to gain their right to vote as a result of 

the injustices and inequalities that were placed on them and by doing 

so, their efforts had a lasting impact on later movements and society 

today.

Practice Paper A—Score Level 1 
 
The response: 
• Minimally addresses all aspects of the task for woman’s suffrage 
• Is descriptive (initially suffrage was a reform intended to end legal, political, religious, and 

cultural discrimination; since women could not vote they could not improve status; many 
women did not feel liberated; suffrage opened a new idea to many people); lacks 
understanding and application (women unable to speak their mind, they were not given right to 
vote) 

• Includes minimal information from documents 1, 2, 3 
• Presents no relevant outside information 
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (groups of women came together to write 

letters and protest while being nonviolent; some people agreed with suffrage and some 
disagreed) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that is a restatement of 
the theme and lacks a conclusion 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Simplistic statements address all  
aspects of the task, although the discussion of the impact of the efforts is particularly weak.  
The use of generalizations and a lack of explanation further weaken the effort.  



 
Practice Paper B—Score Level 4 
 
The response: 
• Develops all aspects of the task for woman’s suffrage  
• Is both descriptive and analytical (support for woman’s suffrage traced back to oppression 

assigned to women by men; by creating laws that favored men, prejudice developed that left 
women out of schools and economically subservient; women believed basic right of voting 
could end remaining injustices; speaking in public often considered to be improper for women; 
many women’s resolutions were ignored and efforts often laughed at; diverse group came 
together and unified as ordinary citizens for suffrage fight; battle to earn suffrage encouraged 
later woman’s rights groups and their fight for equal pay and equal job opportunities; women 
can still unify to fight for what they believe in) 

• Incorporates relevant information from all documents  
• Incorporates relevant outside information (although women worked with husbands and fathers 

to take care of farms and communities societal equality restricted to men; in Declaration of 
Independence Jefferson wrote “all men are created equal” and did not include women; at 
Seneca Falls Elizabeth Cady Stanton wrote “all men and women are created equal”; often 
treated unfairly by federal, state, and local laws; before colonies declared independence 
women outspoken and organized protests against British injustices; Dorothea Dix outspoken 
about improving conditions for mentally ill; Stanton spoke out in favor of woman’s right to be 
outspoken and vote; convention at Seneca Falls exposed many complaints of women but not 
much done by government or individuals to address problems; writings for pro-suffrage 
included works by Carrie Chapman Catt, Susan B. Anthony, and Stanton; women have 
become astronauts, race car drivers, and football coaches yet a woman still not elected 
president; movement set precedent for future protests such as 2017 Women’s March) 

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (double sex standard and unequal 
marriage and divorce laws established by men; protesting most common method used; stood 
outside gates of government buildings with signs that hopefully president would see; 
organized and managed rallies; Republicans, Democrats, lawyers, doctors, and ministers 
joined suffrage organizations; woman’s suffrage guaranteed and ratified in amendment; 
increase in female leaders in politics and corporations) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that states 
women fought against oppression, protested, and eventually gained the right to vote and a 
conclusion that states women of the 21st century may take woman’s suffrage for granted but 
America might still see more rebellions to improve the nation 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The treatment of historical  
circumstances surrounding woman’s suffrage is supported by good references to women’s  
longtime social and political activism. Although document interpretation leads to some good  
conclusions, especially in the discussion of impact, lack of development weakens the response. 
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 3 
 
The response:  
• Develops all aspects of the task for woman’s suffrage  
• Is more descriptive than analytical (getting right to vote was important for women to achieve 

goals; many wanted right to vote because of involvement in fight for Prohibition; as women 
became more involved in communities they realized that they were capable of much more and 
believed they deserved same rights as men; idea that equal rights for women would disrupt 
American family life spread like wildfire; women were often still not welcome when they 
wanted to work outside home; though some women such as Jeannette Rankin had participated 
in politics as of 1965 hardly any women held political offices; despite failure of ERA women 
have made huge strides in gaining equal rights; methods used by women set precedent for 
future activists; more and more women accomplishing things previously reserved for men) 

• Incorporates some relevant information from documents 2, 3, 5, and 6  
• Incorporates relevant outside information (during Progressive Era women campaigned to end 

child labor and improve working conditions in factories; Prohibition movement led by women 
such as Carrie Nation showed they could have important impact on society and politics 
especially if they have right to vote; women still not treated equally even after participating in 
World War I and World War II; 1950s media portrayed women as housewives who were 
encouraged to give up career once they had children; when Betty Friedan’s book The Feminine 
Mystique came out many housewives felt validated and a second wave of feminism sprung up; 
second women’s movement led to acts such as Title IX and push for Equal Rights 
Amendment; Title IX helped women’s sports be recognized and deserved more respect; ERA 
attempt to secure equal treatment all over America but shot down due to movement led by 
Phyllis Schlafly; anti-ERA movement claimed amendment might force women to be part of 
draft and lose favor of courts in divorce scenarios) 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (women pushed hard for right to vote from 
1890s until 1920; many people opposed movement as it expanded; despite anti-suffrage 
movement women continued to fight for rights; participated in picket lines, rallies, marches, 
and other public displays of unhappiness with their status; gained right to vote in 1920) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization, includes an introduction that states woman’s 
suffrage has been a long-standing example of the fight for equal rights in American history and 
a conclusion that discusses while America still has not reached full equality the feminist 
movement has been largely successful as was the suffrage movement that led to it 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Good outside historical references 
support the conclusion that gaining suffrage did not necessarily promote equality for women.  
The discussion of efforts made to address woman’s suffrage focuses on limited document  
interpretation.  
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Practice Paper D—Score Level 5 

 
The response: 
• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for woman’s suffrage 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (women working at grassroots level advanced political 

Progressivism; not happy with President Wilson because he refused to directly support 
suffragettes; unyielding efforts of women for over 75 years created political and social change; 
efforts of women gave incentive to later battles for equality; American women did not entirely 
avoid violence experienced by women in England; with more states giving women right to 
vote and ratification of 19th amendment, representation of women in government increased; 
still frequently earn less than men and have less representation in medical and legal fields and 
on Fortune 500 boards) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 
• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (young unmarried New England women 

began moving out of their home sphere during early Industrial Revolution; most married 
women continued to support ideals of cult of domesticity and republican motherhood; 
demands in Declaration of Sentiments pushed aside as other issues were dominant, including 
growing sectionalism and debates over extension of slavery; Elizabeth Cady Stanton and 
Susan B. Anthony supported Reconstruction amendments; women not included in 15th 
amendment even after they worked hard to end slavery; Addams supported women’s right to 
vote because of important decisions they had to make for their families; suffragettes, National 
Woman’s Party, and National American Woman Suffrage Association held peaceful protests 
and marches in Washington; peaceful protests adopted by Martin Luther King Jr. during civil 
rights movement; Rosa Parks’ civil disobedience consistent with effective methods used by 
women; although generally peaceful, some protests saw violent responses in assassination of 
Martin Luther King Jr., Kent State, and Stonewall; Betty Friedan’s Feminine Mystique and 
groups such as National Organization of Women made women think about ways in which 
gender equality still not achieved; 1973 Roe v. Wade and proposed but not ratified Equal 
Rights Amendment showed women had to continue to advocate for themselves) 

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (women spent 
centuries advocating for equal rights; in 1848 women organized a convention at Seneca Falls; 
used tactics such as mailing letters and picketing; ratification of 19th amendment allowed 
women to vote in all states; Jeannette Rankin took office as first female member of Congress; 
in 2017 female senators had 21 seats) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that discusses 
how struggles for equal rights have been ongoing and a conclusion that discusses how the 
creative and effective tactics used by women provided the precedent for future change 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Substantive historical details  
effectively support a critical appraisal of document information and demonstrate the continuity  
and integration of women’s social and political activism. Analytic conclusions appear throughout  
the response and reflect a good understanding of the role played by individuals and the ongoing  
advocacy for civil rights. 
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Practice Paper E—Score Level 2 
 
The response: 
• Minimally develops all aspects of the task for woman’s suffrage  
• Is primarily descriptive (women went to a great degree of effort to gain right to vote; African 

Americans gaining right to vote influenced efforts of women to gain right to vote; efforts 
served as model to African American civil rights campaigners by promoting use of 
nonviolence and civil disobedience to achieve goals; women persuaded others to protest and 
fight for rights and hold higher roles than in previous decades) 

• Incorporates limited relevant information from documents 1, 2, 4, 5, and 6 
• Presents no relevant outside information  
• Includes relevant facts, examples, and details (many opposed to giving women right to vote; 

women organized rallies, pickets, and marches to protest inequalities; women denied equal 
access to education; prohibitions against women speaking in public; child custody laws 
favored fathers; women met at Seneca Falls to discuss rights; issued Declaration of Sentiments 
which was similar to Declaration of Independence; women hold jobs as lawyers, doctors, 
ministers, and officeholders; roles of women in Senate, House, state governments, and 
corporations in the United States have increased) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that 
discuss how injustices and inequalities in society resulted in the woman’s suffrage movement 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Interpretation of document  
information leads to basic but mostly accurate conclusions that demonstrate a fundamental  
knowledge of the woman’s suffrage movement. Although a few analytic statements are scattered  
throughout the response, the lack of supporting facts and details limits their effectiveness. 
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Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department 
 

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test 
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State  
assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to 
make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows: 
 
1. Go to https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/teacher-feedback-state-assessments. 
 
2. Select the test title. 
 
3. Complete the required demographic fields. 
 
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided. 
 
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form. 

The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the June 2023 
Regents Examination in United States History and Government  
(Framework) will be posted on the Department’s web site at: 
https://www.nysed.gov/state-assessment/high-school-regents-examinations no 
later than June 23, 2023. Conversion charts provided for the previous  
administrations of the United States History and Government examination must 
NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this administration.
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