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UNITED STATES HISTORY AND GOVERNMENT 
 

Rating the Essay Question 

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include: 

Introduction to the task— 
• Raters read the task 
• Raters identify the answers to the task 
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses 

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers— 
• Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task 
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by matching evidence from the 

response to the rubric 
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary 

Practice scoring individually— 
• Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the scores and commentaries  

provided 
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move on to 

actual rating 

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay on 
the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not  
correct the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind. 

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve scores that  
differ by more than one point. 

 
Rating the Scaffold (open-ended) Questions 

(1) Follow a similar procedure for training raters. 
(2) The scaffold questions are to be scored by one rater. 
(3) The scores for each scaffold question must be recorded in the student’s examination booklet and on the 

student’s answer sheet. The letter identifying the rater must also be recorded on the answer sheet. 
(4) Record the total Part III A score if the space is provided on the student’s Part I answer sheet. 

Schools are not permitted to rescore any of the open-ended questions (scaffold questions,  
thematic essay, DBQ essay) on this exam after each question has been rated the required  
number of times as specified in the rating guides, regardless of the final exam score. Schools are 
required to ensure that the raw scores have been added correctly and that the resulting scale 
score has been determined accurately. Teachers may not score their own students’ answer 
papers. 

The scoring coordinator will be responsible for organizing the movement of papers, calculating a final 
score for each student’s essay, recording that score on the student’s Part I answer sheet, and determining 
the student’s final examination score. The conversion chart for this examination is located at 
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ and must be used for determining the final examination score.
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United States History and Government 
Part A Specific Rubric 

Document-Based Question 
January 2020 

Document 1

1 Based on this document, state one condition that led to the settlement house movement. 
 

Score of 1: 
• States a condition that led to the settlement house movement based on this document 
 Examples: an influx in immigrants; significant population swells in urban areas; city slums; families 

living in crowded/unsanitary housing; nonexistent health care; rampant disease; few schools; 
children sent to work in factories; racial discrimination; the Industrial Revolution resulted in 
an influx of immigration to cities/swell in urban population 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: decrease in immigrants; people moving out of urban areas; progressive legislation in housing; 
legislation on work conditions 

• Vague response 
Examples: additions; families lived; it was nonexistent; health; more people 

• No response 
 

. . . America’s settlement house movement was born in the late 19th century. The Industrial 
Revolution; dramatic advances in technology, transportation, and communication; and an infl ux 
in immigrants caused signifi cant population swells in urban areas. City slums emerged where 
families lived in crowded, unsanitary housing. Health care was nonexistent; disease was rampant. 
There were few schools, and children were sent to work in factories. . . .
 In addition, the movement focused on reform through social justice. Settlement workers and 
other neighbors were pioneers in the fi ght against racial discrimination. Their advocacy efforts 
also contributed to progressive legislation on housing, child labor, work conditions, and health and 
sanitation. . . .

Source: “History of the Settlement House Movement,” Alliance for Strong Families and Communities
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Document 2a

. . . It is easy for even the most conscientious citizen of Chicago to forget the foul smells of 
the stockyards and the garbage dumps, when he is living so far from them that he is only 
occasionally made conscious of their existence but the residents of a Settlement are perforce [of 
necessity] constantly surrounded by them. During our fi rst three years on Halsted Street, we had 
established a small incinerator [garbage burner] at Hull-House and we had many times reported 
the untoward [diffi cult] conditions of the ward to the City Hall. We had also arranged many talks 
for the immigrants, pointing out that although a woman may sweep her own doorway in her native 
village and allow the refuse to innocently decay in the open air and sunshine, in a crowded city 
quarter, if the garbage is not properly collected and destroyed, a tenement-house mother may 
see her children sicken and die, and that the immigrants must therefore, not only keep their own 
houses clean, but must also help the authorities to keep the city clean. . . .

Source: Jane Addams, Twenty Years at Hull-House, University of Illinois Press

Document 2b

Hull-House Firsts

• First Social Settlement in Chicago
• Established fi rst public playground in Chicago
• Established fi rst citizenship preparation classes in the United States
• Established fi rst college extension courses in Chicago
• Initiated investigations for the fi rst time in Chicago of truancy, typhoid fever, cocaine, 
 children’s reading, newsboys, sanitation, tuberculosis, midwifery, infant mortality, social 
 value of the saloon
• Initiated investigations that led to creation and enactment of fi rst factory laws in Illinois
• Initiated investigations that led to creation of fi rst model tenement code
• First Illinois factory inspector: Hull-House resident Florence Kelley

Source: Jean Bethke Elshtain, Jane Addams and the Dream of American Democracy: A Life,
Basic Books, 2002 (adapted)



 
2 Based on these documents, state two ways Hull-House attempted to improve conditions in Chicago. 
 
Score of 2 or 1: 
• Award 1 credit (up to a maximum of 2 credits) for each different way Hull-House attempted to improve 

conditions in Chicago based on these documents 
 Examples: small incinerator/garbage burner was established at Hull-House; difficult conditions of ward 

reported to City Hall many times; arranged many talks for immigrants to explain why 
garbage must be properly collected and destroyed/explained why garbage could be left to 
decay in native village but not in crowded city quarter; explained to immigrants why their 
houses must be kept clean; explained to immigrants why helping authorities keep the city 
clean was important/explained to immigrants why improved sanitation was important; 
established first social settlement in Chicago; established first public playground in Chicago; 
established first citizenship preparation classes in the United States; established first college 
extension courses in Chicago; investigated truancy; investigated diseases/typhoid 
fever/tuberculosis; investigated use of cocaine; investigated children’s reading; investigated 
newsboys; investigated sanitation; investigated midwifery; investigated infant mortality; 
investigated the social value of the saloon; initiated investigations that led to creation and 
enactment of first factory laws in Illinois; initiated investigations that led to creation of first 
model tenement code; Hull-House resident Florence Kelley worked to improve factory 
conditions  

 
Note: To receive maximum credit, two different ways Hull-House attempted to improve conditions in Chicago 

must be stated. For example, explained to immigrants why helping authorities keep the city clean was 
important and explained to immigrants why improved sanitation was important are the same attempt 
expressed in different words. In this and similar cases, award only one credit for this question. 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: forget the foul smells of stockyards/garbage dumps; live far away from stockyards/garbage 
dumps; eliminated tenement codes; allowed garbage to decay in open air; closed public 
playgrounds in Chicago 

• Vague response 
Examples: garbage dumps; close to Halsted Street; abolish the ward; allow refuse to innocently decay; 

good place for immigrants; many firsts 
• No response  
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On the 150th anniversary of Jane Addams’s birth, Louise Knight wrote a book celebrating Addams’s reform spirit. 
Knight states in the book’s preface:

. . . This book is the story of how Jane Addams (1860–1935) did just that—how she increasingly 
thought for herself, released her own spirit, and, working with others, accomplished remarkable 
things. She cofounded Hull House, the nation’s fi rst settlement house (and one of the earliest 
community-based nonprofi ts) in Chicago, and in time became one of the nation’s most effective 
reform leaders, as infl uential in her day on both the national and the world stages as Eleanor 
Roosevelt was in hers. She worked to end child labor, support unions and workers’ rights, protect 
free speech and civil rights, respect all cultures, achieve women’s suffrage and women’s freedom, 
and promote conditions that nurtured human potential and therefore, she believed, the spread 
of peace. She served on the founding boards of the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People and the American Civil Liberties Union, advised every president from William 
McKinley to Franklin Delano Roosevelt, wrote ten books, gave hundreds of speeches, and was 
one of the greatest American women this nation has yet produced. Indeed, in 1912—eight years 
before the federal amendment giving women the vote became law—there were wistful discussions 
of her running for president. For the last third of her life, as founding president of the Women’s 
International League for Peace and Freedom, she was known worldwide as an advocate for peace 
and women, and in 1931 she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. . . .

Source: Louise W. Knight, Jane Addams: Spirit in Action, W. W. Norton & Company, 2010

Document 3

3 According to Louise W. Knight, what is one impact of the work of Jane Addams? 
 
Score of 1: 
• States an impact of the work of Jane Addams according to Louise W. Knight 
 Examples: she cofounded Hull-House/nation’s first settlement house/one of the earliest community-

based nonprofits; she helped end child labor; she helped gain support for unions/workers’ 
rights; she helped protect free speech/civil rights; she worked for respect for all cultures; she 
helped achieve woman’s suffrage/women’s freedom; she promoted conditions that nurtured 
human potential/spread of peace; she helped gain equal rights by serving on the founding 
board of the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) and 
American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU); she advised every president from William 
McKinley to Franklin D. Roosevelt; her reform/peace ideas were spread through 
books/hundreds of speeches; as founding president of the Women’s International League for 
Peace and Freedom she was known worldwide as an advocate for peace and women; she was 
very influential on the national and world stages; she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize; 
she became one of the nation’s most effective reform leaders 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: she increasingly thought for herself; she ran for president; she supported child labor; she 
worked to end labor unions 

• Vague response 
Examples: accomplished/changed things; leader; she served; she wrote; she worked to end things 

• No response 
 



Document 4 
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. . . Early in her [Eleanor Roosevelt] husband’s fi rst term, it became clear that this was a 
new kind of fi rst lady—because she was reinventing herself. As a host of urgent issues came 
to her attention, she quickly discovered that she had new power. Far from being a prisoner 
in the White House, pouring tea for ambassadors, Eleanor seemed to be everywhere at 
once. Just by going to a place or investigating an issue she could bring it into the full glare of 
nationwide publicity. She toured Washington’s back alleys to publicize the conditions of 
the slums. Realizing that New Deal programs were geared toward men, she fought for the 
“forgotten woman”; she worked with Harry Hopkins to set up the women’s division of the 
Civil Works Administration, providing, by the end of 1933, CWA jobs for 100,000 women. 
When she heard that farmers were slaughtering piglets, she intervened with the AAA 
(Agricultural Adjustment Act) administrator to ask that surplus food be given to the hungry; 
she lectured and wrote articles; she helped start a CCC-type camp for young jobless 
women; she gave a civics course at the New York Junior League; and she continually—and 
effectively—prodded her husband to appoint women to high government jobs. . . .

Source: James MacGregor Burns and Susan Dunn,
The Three Roosevelts: Patrician Leaders Who Transformed America, 

Atlantic Monthly Press, 2001

 
4 According to James MacGregor Burns and Susan Dunn, state one way Eleanor Roosevelt attempted 

to improve conditions in society. 
 

Score of 1: 
• States a way Eleanor Roosevelt attempted to improve conditions in society according to James MacGregor 

Burns and Susan Dunn 
 Examples: she realized that by going to a place/investigating an issue, it would gain nationwide 

publicity; she toured Washington’s back alleys to publicize conditions of slums; she fought 
for the “forgotten woman” because most New Deal programs were geared toward men; she 
worked with Harry Hopkins to set up the women’s division of the Civil Works 
Administration; she helped set up the women’s division of the Civil Works Administration 
providing jobs for 100,000 women; she intervened with the administrator of the Agricultural 
Adjustment Act to ask that surplus food be given to the hungry; she lectured; she wrote 
articles; she helped start a Civilian Conservation Corporation-type camp for young jobless 
women; she gave a civics course at the New York Junior League; she prodded her husband to 
appoint women to high government jobs 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response  

Examples: she poured tea; she passed New Deal programs; she became the “forgotten woman”; she 
supported farmers slaughtering piglets; she avoided Washington’s back alleys; she replaced 
Harry Hopkins as director of the Civil Works Administration 

• Vague response 
Examples: she was first lady; reinvented; it came to her attention; she was not a prisoner; change things 

• No response 
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Document 5 

. . . Eleanor Roosevelt’s stand on civil rights, her insistence that America could not fi ght racism 
abroad while tolerating it at home, remains one of the affi rming moments in the history of the 
home front during the war. Though she was naïve about many aspects of the racial problem, 
she was far ahead of the president and the times in her understanding that separate but equal 
facilities were not enough, that the fact of segregation itself impaired the lives of the Negro 
[African American] population. . . .
 More than anyone else in the White House, Eleanor was responsible, through her relentless 
pressure of War Department offi cials, for the issuance of the two directives that forbade the 
designation of recreational areas by race and made government-owned and -operated buses 
available to every soldier regardless of race. By the end of the war, only one major step was 
needed to ensure true equality for Negro soldiers, and that step would come in 1948, when 
President Truman issued Executive Order 9981, ending segregation in the armed forces. . . .

Source: Doris Kearns Goodwin, No Ordinary Time, 
Franklin and Eleanor Roosevelt: The Home Front in World War II,

 Simon & Schuster, 1994

5a According to Doris Kearns Goodwin, state one condition that led Eleanor Roosevelt to take action on 
civil rights. 

 
Score of 1: 
• States a condition that led Eleanor Roosevelt to take action on civil rights according to Doris Kearns 

Goodwin 
 Examples: America was fighting racism abroad while tolerating it at home; she understood that separate 

but equal facilities were not enough; segregation impaired the lives of the African American 
population; segregation in the armed forces; segregation; racism 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: recreational areas were not segregated; segregation had been ended in the armed forces; 
separate facilities were enough if they were equal 

• Vague response 
Examples: it was an affirming moment; she took a stand; there were many aspects of the problem 

• No response 
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5b According to Doris Kearns Goodwin, state one impact Eleanor Roosevelt had on civil rights. 
 
Score of 1: 
• States an impact Eleanor Roosevelt had on civil rights according to Doris Kearns Goodwin 
 Examples: her efforts helped lead to a directive that forbade the designation of recreational areas in the 

military by race/that made government-owned and government-operated buses available to 
every soldier regardless of race; her efforts helped lead to ending segregation in the armed 
forces; her efforts on behalf of African American soldiers helped lead to Truman’s executive 
order that ended segregation in the armed forces 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: separate but equal was established; racism at home was tolerated; War Department officials 
were moved to the White House 

• Vague response 
Examples: it ended; she was responsible; equality 

• No response 
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Document 6a

. . . Convinced that America had been “spared for a purpose” from the destruction that the war 
infl icted on other nations, ER [Eleanor Roosevelt] seized all avenues at her disposal—columns, 
speeches, articles, private conversation, radio broadcasts, newsreels, and correspondence—to 
urge Americans to recognize what was at stake and to assume both the responsibility and the 
fi nancial cost of world leadership. Fervently, she repeated that Americans must learn that “you 
cannot live for yourselves alone. You depend on the rest of the world and the rest of the world 
depends on you.” UN debates on the refugee crisis, the Geneva Conventions, atomic energy, arms 
control, the proposed UN peace force, the creation of Israel, the implementation of apartheid, 
the demise of colonialism, and women’s rights underscored to ER the crying need for America to 
accept its connection with the rest of the world—and how crucial a commonly shared vision could 
be in overcoming the haunting legacy of war. . . .

Source: Allida Black, Introduction to Tomorrow is Now, by Eleanor Roosevelt, Penguin Books, 2012 (adapted)

6a Based on this document, state one reason Eleanor Roosevelt urged Americans to accept the role of 
world leadership. 

 
Score of 1: 
• States a reason Eleanor Roosevelt urged Americans to accept the role of world leadership based on this 

document 
Examples: she was convinced that America had been “spared for a purpose” from the destruction the 

war had inflicted on other nations to assume the role; because of what was at stake 
Americans should assume the responsibility and financial cost of world leadership; the 
United States depends on the rest of the world and the rest of the world depends on the 
United States; United Nations debates on refugee crisis/Geneva Conventions/atomic 
energy/arms control/proposed peace force/creation of Israel/implementation of 
apartheid/demise of colonialism/women’s rights underscored the crying need for America to 
accept its connection with the rest of the world; a commonly shared vision could be crucial in 
overcoming the haunting legacy of war 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: America should not accept its connection with the rest of the world; the United States could 
not afford the financial cost of world leadership; the United Nations refused to debate issues  

• Vague response 
Examples: she seized all avenues at her disposal; Americans needed to be urged; it should be 

recognized; she repeated Americans must learn; it was fervently repeated 
• No response 
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Document 6b

Eleanor Roosevelt chaired the United Nations Human Rights Commission and was an important infl uence in the 
creation of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Source: Joseph P. Lash, “Life Was Meant to Be Lived”: 
A Centenary Portrait of Eleanor Roosevelt, 

W. W. Norton & Company, 1984

 
6b Based on this document, state one action Eleanor Roosevelt took to advance the cause of universal 

human rights. 
 
Score of 1: 
• States an action Eleanor Roosevelt took to advance the cause of universal human rights based on this 

document 
 Examples: she promoted the Universal Declaration of Human Rights; she chaired the United Nations 

Human Rights Commission; she was an important influence in the creation of the Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: she printed posters; she opposed the Declaration of Human Rights; she became president of 
the United Nations; she helped write the Declaration of Independence 

• Vague response 
Examples: human rights; United Nations; first lady 

• No response 



. . . Unfortunately, the effects of segregation in education have not been isolated for study by 
social scientists. They have dealt with the whole problem of segregation, discrimination and 
prejudice, and although no social scientist can say that segregated schools alone give the Negro 
[African American] feelings of insecurity, self-hate, undermine his ego, make him feel inferior 
and warp his outlook on life, yet for the child the school provides the most important contact with 
organized society. What he learns, feels, and how he is affected there is apt to determine the type 
of adult he will become. Social scientists have found that children at a very early age are affected 
by and react to discrimination and prejudices. Thus they have agreed that it is sound to conclude 
that segregated schools, perhaps more than any other single factor, are of major concern to 
the individual of public school age and contributes greatly to the unwholesomeness and unhappy 
development of the personality of Negroes which the color caste system in the United States has 
produced. . . .

Source: Mark V. Tushnet, ed.,Thurgood Marshall: His Speeches, Writings, Arguments, Opinions, and Reminiscences,
Lawrence Hill Books, 2001
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Document 7 

7 According to Thurgood Marshall, what is one effect of segregated schools on African Americans? 
 
Score of 1: 
• States an effect of segregated schools on African Americans according to Thurgood Marshall 
 Examples: contribute to African Americans’ feelings of insecurity/self-hate; undermine their egos; make 

them feel inferior; warp their outlook on life; play a role in determining the type of adults 
they become; contribute to the unwholesomeness/unhappy development of their personality; 
children at a very early age are affected by and react to discrimination and prejudices; 
discrimination; prejudice; they have helped strengthen the color caste system in the United 
States 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: the effects of segregation in education have not been isolated for study; the school provides 
the most important contact with organized society; children at early ages are not affected  

• Vague response 
Examples: inferior; more than any other single factor; unwholesome; it has been dealt with 

• No response 
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Document 8a

This is an excerpt from Thurgood Marshall’s argument in the United States Supreme Court case 
Brown v. Board of Education.

. . . Those same kids in Virginia and South Carolina—and I have seen them do it—they play in the 
streets together, they play on their farms together, they go down the road together, they separate 
to go to school, they come out of school and play ball together. They have to be separated in 
school. . . .
 They can’t take race out of this case. From the day this case was fi led until this moment, 
nobody has in any form or fashion, despite the fact I made it clear in the opening argument that I 
was relying on it, done anything to distinguish this statute from the Black Codes, which they must 
admit, because nobody can dispute, say anything anybody wants to say, one way or the other, the 
Fourteenth Amendment was intended to deprive the states of power to enforce Black Codes or 
anything else like it. . . .
 The only thing can be is an inherent determination that the people who were formerly in 
slavery, regardless of anything else, shall be kept as near that stage as is possible, and now is the 
time, we submit, that this Court should make it clear that that is not what our Constitution stands 
for. . . .

Source: Josh Gottheimer, ed., Ripples of Hope: Great American Civil Rights Speeches, Basic Civitas Books, 2003

8a Based on this excerpt, state one reason Thurgood Marshall opposed segregated schools. 
 
Score of 1: 
• States a reason Thurgood Marshall opposed segregated schools based on this excerpt 
 Examples: children who play/go down the road together should not have to be separated in school; the 

14th amendment was intended to deprive the states of power to enforce Black Codes and 
should apply to segregated schools as well; they kept African Americans as near to slavery as 
is possible; the Constitution does not support keeping African Americans as near to slavery 
as is possible; the separation of races in school violates the 14th amendment  

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: they have to be separated in school; the Black Codes should be enforced; the Constitution 
supports keeping African Americans as close to slavery as possible; it applies to kids in 
Virginia and South Carolina 

• Vague response 
Examples: there are arguments; it was clear; it is an inherent determination 

• No response 
 



 
8b Based on these documents, what is one impact of Thurgood Marshall’s legal work? 
 
Score of 1: 
• States an impact of Thurgood Marshall’s legal work based on these documents 
 Examples: Supreme Court ruled that school desegregation should proceed “with all deliberate speed”; 

the Supreme Court unanimously backed school desegregation; Thurgood Marshall and the 
NAACP won the Brown case; his legal work helped speed up the movement for African 
American equality; he helped lead the way for civil rights on the NAACP’s “desegregation 
special” 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: he worked with George E. C. Hayes and James M. Nabrit; the decision was announced on 
May 17, 1954; railroads exceeded the speed limit; desegregation of schools stopped 

• Vague response 
Examples: all deliberate speed; unanimous; NAACP 

• No response 
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In Brown v. Board of Education the Supreme Court ruled that school desegregation should proceed 
“with all deliberate speed.”

Source: Library of Congress (adapted)

George E. C. Hayes, Thurgood Marshall, 
and James M. Nabrit Jr. are pictured 
congratulating each other in front of the 
Supreme Court on May 17, 1954, after 

the Brown case.
Source: Baltimore Afro-American, July 2, 1955

Document 8b



Document 9

. . . The scope of Marshall’s achievement in American law, however, was wider than the black 
American civil rights movement. His every argument spoke to individual rights for all. Protections 
for black Americans or any other minority, in Marshall’s vision, were a function of the inviolable 
[untouchable] constitutional principle of individuals. When Marshall spoke about the nation’s 
future, he projected that when the law put blacks and whites on equal footing, racial discrimination 
would be submerged in a greater sea of protections for individuals. As Marshall once said, black 
Americans are not members of the Negro [African American] race but individuals in the human 
race. . . .
 On cases dealing with school desegregation and affi rmative action, Justice Marshall also cast 
his opinions as statements of individual rights, not simply as a class action for all black people. 
For example, his support of busing to integrate schools, even across jurisdictional boundaries, 
was based on the need to protect the rights of individual children who were being denied access 
to the best schools. And he viewed affi rmative action as a matter of individual rights for black 
Americans, victims of discrimination who needed remedial action to be made whole. . . .

Source: Juan Williams, Thurgood Marshall: American Revolutionary, Random House, 1998
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9 According to Juan Williams, what was one way Thurgood Marshall supported individual rights for 

all? 
 
Score of 1: 
• States a way Thurgood Marshall supported individual rights for all according to Juan Williams 
 Examples: he supported busing to protect the rights of individual children who were being denied access 

to the best schools; he promoted affirmative action as a matter of individual rights to gain 
remedial action; in trying to protect African American rights he advanced the rights of all 
individuals; his decisions helped put blacks and whites on equal footing 

 
Score of 0: 
• Incorrect response 

Examples: he protected black Americans more than any other minority; he cast his opinions as a class 
action for whites; he only spoke for African Americans; he opposed affirmative action; he 
opposed busing 

• Vague response 
Examples: victims of discrimination; scope was wider; human race 

• No response 
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United States History and Government 

Content-Specific Rubric  
Document-Based Question  

January 2020 

 
Scoring Notes:  
 
1. This document-based question has a minimum of six components (for two individuals, describing 

at least two conditions that led each individual to take action and discussing the impact each 
individual’s action had on the United States and/or on American society). 

2. The impact of the action may be on the United States, on American society, or on both. 
3. The impact of the action on the United States and/or on American society may be immediate or 

long term. 
4. The same or similar information may be used to discuss conditions that led to the action or the 

impact of the action on the United States and/or on American society, but the facts will differ, e.g., 
segregation of African Americans led to actions by both Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood Marshall 
and the actions of both led to desegregation. 

5. The action of the individuals may be included in the description of the conditions leading to the 
action or in the discussion of the impact of the action. 

6. The impact of the action on the United States and/or on American society may be discussed from 
different perspectives as long as the discussion is supported with accurate historical facts and 
examples. 

7. The use of language that appears in documents should not be penalized, e.g., historically accepted 
terms for African Americans. 

8. Only two individuals should be selected from the historical context. If three individuals are 
selected, only the first two individuals should be scored.  

9. For the purpose of meeting the criteria of using at least four documents in the response, documents 
2a, 2b, 6a, 6b, 8a, and 8b may be considered separate documents if the response uses separate, 
specific information from each document. 

 
 

Historical Context: Throughout United States history, individuals have taken actions to address 
political, economic, and social issues facing the nation. Their actions have had 
an impact on the United States and on American society. Three of these 
individuals include Jane Addams, Eleanor Roosevelt, and Thurgood Marshall. 

 
Task: Select two individuals mentioned in the historical context and for each 

 • Describe the conditions that led the individual to take action 
• Discuss the impact of the individual’s action on the United States and/or on American 

society 
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Score of 5: 
• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for two individuals, describing at 

least two conditions that led each individual to take action and discussing the impact of each 
individual’s action on the United States and/or on American society 

• Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information), e.g., Jane 
Addams: connects the societal problems associated with industrialization and urbanization and the 
emergence of the Progressive reform spirit to Jane Addams’s formation of a neighborhood 
settlement house that promoted assimilation of new immigrants, successful lobbying for local and 
state social welfare measures, and the rise of social activism in other major cities; Thurgood 
Marshall: connects the impact of the narrow judicial interpretation of the 14th amendment on 
African American civil rights and the long-term effect of school segregation on African American 
children to Thurgood Marshall’s victory in the Brown v. Board of Education decision which 
created opportunities for African American students, caused a backlash to the order to integrate 
with “all deliberate speed” in some Southern states, and created momentum for a wider civil rights 
movement  

• Incorporates relevant information from at least four documents (see Key Ideas Chart) 
• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information related to individuals (see Outside 

Information Chart) 
• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., Jane Addams: 

increase in urban population; development of city slums; sweatshops; garbage dumps; Hull-House; 
child care; education for children and adults; health care; incinerators; housing codes; building 
codes; factory laws; education laws; Thurgood Marshall: Reconstruction; Jim Crow laws; Plessy v. 
Ferguson decision; Brown v. Board of Education decision; segregation in schools; integration; 
Little Rock; civil rights movement; affirmative action; busing 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
that are beyond a restatement of the theme 

 
Score of 4: 
• Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly by discussing all aspects of the 

task for one individual more thoroughly than for the second individual or by discussing one aspect 
of the task less thoroughly than the other aspects of the task for both individuals 

• Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information), e.g., 
Jane Addams: discusses how industrialization, urbanization, and poverty among the growing 
immigrant populations led Jane Addams to develop Hull-House, which provided neighborhood 
facilities for community activities to help immigrants, and promoted lobbying efforts to achieve 
passage of social welfare legislation; Thurgood Marshall: discusses how the questionable 
constitutionality of separate but unequal public schools and their impact on African American 
children led to the Brown v. Board of Education case and the decision which became a catalyst for 
both Southern resistance to forced integration and the civil rights movement 

• Incorporates relevant information from at least four documents  
• Incorporates relevant outside information 
• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details  
• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 

that are beyond a restatement of the theme 
 



U.S. Hist. & Gov’t. Rating Guide – Jan. ’20 [18] Vol. 2

 
Score of 3: 
• Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops at least four aspects of the task in some 

depth 
• Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze and/or evaluate information)  
• Incorporates some relevant information from some of the documents  
• Incorporates limited relevant outside information 
• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies 
• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that may be 

a restatement of the theme 
 
Note: If all aspects of the task are thoroughly developed evenly and in depth for one individual and if the 

response meets most of the other Level 5 criteria, the response may be a Level 3 paper. 
 
Score of 2: 
• Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops at least three aspects of the task in some depth 
• Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis 
• Incorporates limited relevant information from the documents or consists primarily of relevant 

information copied from the documents  
• Presents little or no relevant outside information  
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies 
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly 

identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion 
 
Score of 1: 
• Minimally develops some aspects of the task 
• Is descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis 
• Makes vague, unclear references to the documents or consists primarily of relevant and irrelevant 

information copied from the documents  
• Presents no relevant outside information  
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies 
• May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not clearly 

identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a conclusion 
 
Score of 0: 
Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant facts, 
examples, or details; OR includes only the historical context and/or task as copied from the test booklet; OR 
includes only entire documents copied from the test booklet; OR is illegible; OR is a blank paper 
 
*The term create as used by Anderson/Krathwohl, et al. in their 2001 revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational Objectives 
refers to the highest level of the cognitive domain. This usage of create is similar to Bloom’s use of the term synthesis. Creating 
implies an insightful reorganization of information into a new pattern or whole. While a Level 5 paper will contain analysis and/or 
evaluation of information, a very strong paper may also include examples of creating information as defined by Anderson and 
Krathwohl. 

All sample student essays in this rating guide are presented in the same cursive font while preserving actual student 

work, including errors. This will ensure that the sample essays are easier for raters to read and use as scoring aids. 

Raters should continue to disregard the quality of a student’s handwriting in scoring examination papers and focus 

on how well the student has accomplished the task. The content-specific rubric should be applied holistically in 

determining the level of a student’s response. 
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Jane Addams 
Key Ideas from Documents 1–3 

 
Conditions Leading to Action Impact of Action  

Doc 1—Significant population swells 
in urban areas (Industrial 
Revolution; advances in technology, 
transportation, and communication; 
influx of immigrants) 

Emergence of city slums (crowded, 
unsanitary housing; nonexistent 
health care; disease) 

Few schools; children working in 
factories 

Racial discrimination 
Doc 2—Foul smells of stockyards and 

garbage dumps for residents of 
settlements 

Need for immigrants to change habits 
of cleanliness so that children do not 
sicken and die 

Doc 3—Child labor, few labor unions, 
few worker’s rights, lack of 
protection for free speech and civil 
rights 

Limited woman’s suffrage 

Doc 1—Settlement workers contributed to fight against racial 
discrimination 

Efforts contributed to Progressive legislation (housing, child 
labor, work conditions, health and sanitation) 

Doc 2—Small incinerator (garbage burner) installed at Hull-
House 

Difficult conditions of ward reported to City Hall  
Talks arranged to explain to immigrants the differences 

between living in native villages and living in city  
Achievements of Hull-House (first social settlement in 

Chicago, first public playground in Chicago, first 
citizenship preparation classes in United States, first 
college extension courses in Chicago) 

Investigations initiated in Chicago (truancy, typhoid fever, 
cocaine, children’s reading, newsboys, sanitation, 
tuberculosis, midwifery, infant mortality, social value of 
the saloon) 

Investigations initiated that led to creation and enactment of 
first factory laws in Illinois, creation of first model 
tenement code 

Hull-House resident Florence Kelley first Illinois factory 
inspector 

Doc 3—Hull-House, nation’s first settlement house  
Work of Addams to end child labor, support unions and 

workers’ rights, protect free speech and civil rights, respect 
all cultures, achieve woman’s suffrage and women’s 
freedom 

Service of Addams on founding boards of National 
Association for Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) 
and American Civil Liberties Union (ACLU) 

Presidents from William McKinley to Franklin D. Roosevelt 
advised by Addams 

Increase in public awareness (ten books, hundreds of 
speeches, recognized for efforts with Nobel Peace Prize in 
1931) 

Addams founding president of Women’s International League 
for Peace and Freedom (advocated for peace and rights for 
women) 

 



U.S. Hist. & Gov’t. Rating Guide – Jan. ’20 [20] Vol. 2

 
Jane Addams  

Relevant Outside Information 
(This list is not all-inclusive.) 

 
Conditions Leading to Action Impact of Action  

Problems resulting from industrial-
ization (low wages, long hours, 
widening gap between rich and poor, 
stress on families, unsafe working 
conditions) 

Nativist reaction to “new” immigrants 
Problems resulting from rapid 

urbanization (housing not connected 
to sewers, lack of social services, 
dumbbell apartments) 

Failure of municipal government to 
address problems 

Strikes (Homestead, 1892; Pullman, 
1894), unemployment, wage 
reductions 

Growing unassimilated immigrant 
population in Chicago 

Growing spirit of Progressive reform 
concerning social welfare 

Diversion of attention from reform to 
wartime measures 

Easier for women to promote civic and 
family values with ballot 

Promoted better understanding of challenges facing urban 
poor  

Assimilation of immigrant population promoted by advocacy 
on their behalf  

Facilities and programs established to help meet needs of 
neighborhoods (kindergartens, playgrounds, health clinics, 
citizenship preparation, employment bureau, daycare for 
working mothers) 

Led to reforms in Chicago (sanitation codes, building codes, 
housing codes) 

Increased lobbying for state and federal government 
legislative actions to promote social welfare (details about 
Florence Kelley, details about Illinois Factory Law, 
Theodore Roosevelt, New York State Tenement Laws) 

Model for development of other settlement houses (Lillian 
Wald, Henry Street Settlement) 

Volunteerism encouraged (Eleanor Roosevelt) 
Increase in community spirit  
Encouraged action in other reform areas (civil rights, 

woman’s suffrage, antiwar) 

 



 
Eleanor Roosevelt 

Key Ideas from Documents 4–6 
 

Conditions Leading to Action Impact of Action  
Doc 4—Poor conditions of slums 
New Deal programs favoring men 
Slaughtering of piglets by farmers 
Many women without jobs 
Few women in high government jobs 
Doc 5—Toleration of racism in the 

United States 
Existence of “separate but equal” 

facilities 
Effects of segregation on African 

American population 
Doc 6—America spared from World 

War II destruction 
America’s ability to assume the 

responsibility and financial cost of 
world leadership 

World interdependence 
United Nations debates on refugee 

crisis, Geneva Conventions, 
atomic energy, arms control, 
proposed United Nations peace 
force, creation of Israel, 
implementation of apartheid, 
demise of colonialism, women’s 
rights 

Doc 4—Brought nationwide publicity to issues she investigated 
(expanded the role of first lady) 

Publicized conditions of slums by touring Washington’s back 
alleys  

Fought for “forgotten woman” (New Deal programs geared 
towards men) 

Women’s division of Civil Works Administration (CWA) set 
up providing 100,000 jobs for women by end of 1933 

Surplus food given to hungry after she intervened with 
administrator of Agricultural Adjustment Act (AAA)  

Brought her work to public attention by lecturing and writing 
articles 

Civilian Conservation Corps-type camp started for young 
jobless women 

Civics course given at New York Junior League 
Women appointed to high government jobs after she prodded 

her husband 
Doc 5—Directives issued by War Department as result of 

relentless pressure on officials (designation of recreational 
areas by race forbidden; government-owned and -operated 
buses made available to every soldier regardless of race) 

Issuance of Executive Order 9981 by President Truman (ended 
segregation in armed forces in 1948) 

Doc 6—Influenced creation of Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights in 1948 as chair of United Nations Human Rights 
Commission 
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Eleanor Roosevelt 
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Relevant Outside Information 
(This list is not all-inclusive.) 

 
Conditions Leading to Action Impact of Action  

Creation of new opportunities 
(promotion of New Deal agenda; 
racial injustice) 

Slow economic recovery from Great 
Depression despite New Deal  

During the Great Depression her 
travels increased awareness of 
suffering by those already oppressed 
(African Americans, women, 
workers) 

Expanded role of first lady as 
representative of president due to his 
disability 

Continuation of women’s struggle for 
equal rights and representation in 
government during New Deal and 
World War II 

Continuation of racial injustice despite 
14th amendment (limited 
employment opportunities; 
continuation of Jim Crow; lack of 
equal opportunities in military) 

Increased emphasis on human rights 
during World War II (Four 
Freedoms; Atlantic Charter) 

Led to campaign for congressional support for New Deal 
policies, “conscience of New Deal” 

Scope of New Deal enlarged 
Details about transformation of role of first lady (used White 

House as platform for public issues) 
More women appointed to important government positions 

(Frances Perkins) 
More African Americans appointed to advisory positions 

(Mary McCloud Bethune, Robert Weaver) 
Called attention to unfairness of discrimination (arranged for 

Marian Anderson to perform at Lincoln Memorial) 
Symbol of new role of women in world affairs/one of most 

influential women of the century 
Expanded communications from the White House with her 

regular newspaper column “My Day” 
Morale of troops abroad and workers at home raised when she 

visited as a representative of her husband 
Details about Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

 
 



 
Thurgood Marshall 

Key Ideas from Documents 7–9 
 

Conditions Leading to Action Impact of Action  
Doc 7—Existence of segregation, discrimination, 

and prejudice in education 
Effects of segregated schools on African 

Americans (feelings of insecurity, self-hate, 
undermined ego, feelings of inferiority, warped 
outlook on life, effect on adult life) 

Contribution of segregated schools to 
unwholesome development of personality of 
African Americans 

Existence of color caste system in United States 
Doc 8—Separation of students in school but not 

in everyday life (play in streets together, play 
on farms together, play ball together) 

School segregation laws similar to Black Codes 
(14th amendment meant to end states’ power to 
enforce these and similar laws) 

Descendants of formerly enslaved persons being 
kept as near to slavery as possible 

Segregated railroad transportation 

Doc 8—Supreme Court heard arguments presented 
in Brown v. Board of Education case 

Contribution of legal work to Supreme Court ruling 
that desegregation should proceed “with all 
deliberate speed” (unanimous ruling in Brown v. 
Board of Education) 

Contribution of legal work to success of NAACP’s 
desegregation efforts (work with George E. C. 
Hayes and James M. Nabrit) 

Doc 9—African American civil rights movement 
supported by Marshall 

Individual rights for all supported as function of 
inviolable constitutional principle of protection 
for individuals 

School desegregation, affirmative action, busing to 
integrate schools supported even across 
jurisdictional boundaries 
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Thurgood Marshall 

Relevant Outside Information 
(This list is not all-inclusive.) 

 
Conditions Leading to Action Impact of Action  

Jim Crow laws mandating segregation throughout the 
South (“whites only” public facilities) 

Passage of state legislation restricting African American 
voting rights (grandfather clause, literacy test, poll tax) 

Narrowed scope of 14th and 15th amendments through 
judicial interpretation (Civil Rights Cases of 1883, 
Plessy v. Ferguson, 1896) 

Application of “separate but equal” doctrine to public 
education 

Continuation of racial inequality despite African 
American contributions during world wars (resurgence 
of Ku Klux Klan, racial violence, resistance to 
integration) 

Growth in assertiveness of civil rights movement after 
World War II (work of Eleanor Roosevelt, A. Philip 
Randolph, President Harry Truman) 

NAACP’s legal concern about education in Topeka, 
Kansas (African American children not allowed to 
attend schools in districts where they live, busing of 
African American children over long distances to 
African American schools, parents of African American 
children paying taxes for schools that children cannot 
attend) 

Details about experiences of Linda Brown 

Details about Brown v. Board of 
Education decision 

Reaction of Southern states (massive 
resistance, noncompliance, closure of 
some public schools, white children 
transferring to private schools, Little 
Rock) 

Inspiration for civil rights action (Rosa 
Parks, Montgomery bus boycott, Martin 
Luther King Jr., sit-ins, Freedom Riders) 

Acceleration of school desegregation with 
Civil Rights Act of 1964 

Details about Supreme Court decision in 
Heart of Atlanta Motel v. United States 

Increase in economic, political, social 
opportunities for African Americans 

Inspiration for civil rights activists 
(women, Native Americans, and 
LGBTQ) 
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Anchor Paper – Document-Based Essay—Level 5 – A

In American History, it is almost common to see individuals rise 

up and become leaders and heroes of the people. Though they are 

typically fighting for different things, at the end of the day, they are 

sacrificing their livelyhoods to improve the lives of the Americans’ 

around them. Two examples of heroes observed in American History 

would be Jane Addams and Thurgood Marshall. While their actions 

and intents were different, their impact is similar in the sense that it 

can be observed to this day. 

Jane Addams was among the many women who dedicated their 

lives to Progressive reform. She was born in 1860 and died in 1935 

and spent many of those years trying to improve the lives of the 

urban poor. One of her greatest achievements was the co-founding of 

the Hull-House. During the time period after the Civil War, American 

cities were facing severe crowding issues due to an explosion of 

industry, a shortage of housing, and a major influx of immigrants. 

These immigrants were often poor and exploited by landlords who 

rented small rooms to entire families in tenements. This led to 

extremely poor housing and working conditions as Jacob Riis’ 

photographs demonstrated in How the Other Half Lives. (Document 1). 

Halsted Street in Chicago is one example of how terrible the conditions 

can truly become. It was a place teeming with garbage, dumps, and 

stockyards. It was difficult for mothers to keep their families healthy 

in crowded conditions surrounded by foul smelling decaying 

garbage. The Hull-House was a settlement house created with the 

intention to improve it’s surroundings and the lives of the people who 

lived in the neighborhood. Hull-House social workers lobbied City Hall 

to keep Chicago cleaner and healthier. Other actions taken by Addams 
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Anchor Paper – Document-Based Essay—Level 5 – A

and the Hull-House workers include, but are not limited to, 

establishing citizen preparation classes, initiating investigations 

that led to the first factory laws in Illinois, and very importantly, 

initiating investigations that led to the first model tenemant codes 

(Documents 2a and 2b). Although elected officials such as New York 

State Governor Theodore Roosevelt were becoming more involved in 

tenement reform, the work of Addams inspired more women to become 

activists as hundreds of settlement houses were established in cities 

around the country. However, Addams’ actions in particular impacted 

the social and economic conditions of Chicago and also impacted the 

future of America as a whole. Addams was part of a movement of 

reform that spread nationwide with the help of muckrakers, some of 

whom were women, and individuals such as Florence Kelley and 

Lillian Wald, who helped bring about better working and living 

conditions. Addams was a role model and an advocate for all women. 

Many women still did not have the right to vote or hold office in 

many states. She and others such as Carrie Chapman Catt worked 

hard to make the argument that women’s traditional domestic 

responsibilities actually made their participation in public life more 

important. This was an argument that helped gain support for the 

19th Amendment, passed shortly after WWI—a war she opposed as a 

leader of the Women’s International League for Peace. Addams’ Nobel 

Peace Prize highlighted the work she had done in the United States to 

improve people’s lives and “nurture human potential” (Document 3). 

Thorgood Marshall is another individual who had a great impact 

on America. Marshall was a man who was part of the civil rights 

movement that expanded after WWII. During this time period, African 
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Anchor Paper – Document-Based Essay—Level 5 – A

American men and women were becoming impatient with the status 

quo. When Reconstruction ended, the “equal protection” guaranteed to 

African Americans seemed to also end with the passage of Jim Crow 

laws and the Supreme Court decision in Plessy v. Ferguson. While 

constitutional amendments made it seem as if African Americans 

had equal rights, they were still deprived due to the “separate but 

equal” policies that segregated many public areas into “white” and 

“colored”. One of the most negatively impactful examples of 

segregation was the segregation of schools. According to Marshall, the 

segregation of schools caused African American children to be ill-

prepared for the real world because resources given to African 

American schools were inferior (Document 7). Perhaps even worse, 

segregating schools by race made African American children feel 

inferior to whites. This affected their personalities and some social 

scientists believed that the negative self-image African American 

children developed could last a lifetime. With Marshall and the 

NAACP combatting segregation and Plessy v. Ferguson in the Brown 

v. Board of Education case in the supreme court, it was hoped that a 

victory would promote racial equality in all aspects of American life. 

Marshall succeeded in convincing the Supreme court that school 

segregation was unconstitutional because it violated the 14th 

Amendment and was not what the US Constitution stood for (Doc 8). 

To many, Thurgood Marshall became the leading figure for the 

process of desegregation, which was to start with “all deliberate speed” 

(Document 8b). Many southern states disagreed with this decision 

and either refused or moved slowly to integrate their schools. President 

Eisenhower had to send federal troops to protect students in Little 



U.S. Hist. & Gov’t. Rating Guide – Jan. ’20 [28] Vol. 2

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anchor Paper – Document-Based Essay—Level 5 – A

Rock, and in the 1960s and 1970s controversial busing plans had to 

be made to create a racial balance in some schools. As the federal 

government demonstrated its support for desegration and civil rights 

protests, more civil rights legislation was passed that furthered school 

desegregation, but to this day school desegregation has not yet been 

fully achieved. Marshall’s defense of Linda Brown is one of the 

reasons public schools in America today are mixed with whites and all 

other races, as Marshall had not just fought for black lives but for all 

individuals (Document 9). It was a major step in the journey toward 

achieving a more equal America—a journey that is far from over. 

Similar to Addams, Marshall was a role model for African American 

children and the civil rights activists. 

In conclusion, the actions of Jane Addams and Thurgood Marshall 

are immensly impactful. Actions taken by these two people and people 

like them are the reason America has improved. It was not terribly 

long ago that American cities were overcrowded and in poor condition, 

and African Americans were treated unequally. These Americans 

changed the role of government and the minds of Americans. 



Anchor Level 5-A 
 

The response: 
• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for Jane Addams and for Thurgood 

Marshall 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (Addams: spent many years trying to improve lives of urban 

poor; after Civil War American cities faced severe crowding due to an explosion of industry, a 
shortage of housing, and a major influx of immigrants; difficult for mothers to keep families 
healthy in crowded conditions surrounded by garbage; Hull-House created to improve lives of 
people who lived in neighborhood; role model and advocate for all women; Marshall: believed 
segregation of schools caused African American children to be ill-prepared for real world; with 
Marshall and NAACP combating segregation in Brown v. Board of Education the hope was that a 
victory would promote racial equality; succeeded in convincing Supreme Court that school 
segregation was unconstitutional because it violated 14th amendment; major step in journey toward 
achieving a more equal America—a journey far from over) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, and 9 
• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (Addams: Jacob Riis’s photographs in How 

the Other Half Lives; Hull-House social workers lobbied City Hall to keep Chicago cleaner and 
healthier; part of reform movement that spread nationwide with help of muckrakers and individuals 
such as Florence Kelley and Lillian Wald; she and others such as Carrie Chapman Catt worked 
hard to make argument that women’s traditional domestic responsibilities made participation in 
public life more important; helped gain support for 19th amendment; Marshall: when 
Reconstruction ended, equal protection guaranteed to African Americans seemed to also end with 
Jim Crow laws and Plessy v. Ferguson; “separate but equal” policies still segregated many public 
areas; many southern states refused or moved slowly to integrate schools; President Eisenhower 
sent federal troops to protect students in Little Rock; in 1960s and 1970s controversial busing plans 
were made to create racial balance; more civil rights legislation passed but school desegregation 
still not fully achieved) 

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (Addams: cofounded 
Hull-House; established citizenship preparation classes; initiated investigations that led to first 
factory laws in Illinois and first model tenement codes; opposed World War I as a leader of 
Women’s International League for Peace; Marshall: part of civil rights movement that expanded 
after World War II; to many he was a leading figure for process of desegregation which was to start 
with “all deliberate speed”; not only fought for black lives but for all individuals; role model for 
African American children and civil rights reform movement) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that discusses how 
leaders and heroes of the people typically fight for different things but sacrifice to improve the 
lives of Americans, and a conclusion that discusses how the actions taken by Jane Addams, 
Thurgood Marshall, and people like them changed the role of government and the minds of 
Americans 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Historical details and analytic 
statements support document interpretation especially in the treatment of Jane Addams’s wide-ranging 
work. Thoughtful conclusions throughout the response reflect a good understanding of the significant 
impact Addams and Thurgood Marshall had on American society. 
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Anchor Paper – Document-Based Essay—Level 5 – B

America was never a stranger to social problems or social 

inequality. Slavery and discriminatory policies were part of 

American history at one time or another. Despite these issues being 

difficult and complicated, some people attempted to use their 

knowledge and power towards reforming society and helping to end 

these problems. Two of these people were Elanor Roosevelt and Thurgood 

Marshall, who were motivated to reform society. 

Elanor Roosevelt was the first lady to F.D.R., the president during 

the Great Depression and most of World War II. After the stock market 

crash, a long depression started. The American economy was in 

shambles, and many Americans were unemployed, starving, 

homeless, or all three at once. F.D.R. was elected to help end the 

depression. Because he used a wheel chair it was difficult for him to 

travel around the country so Elanor traveled for him. She was able to 

see for herself how people were suffering and report back to F.D.R. His 

New Deal of “Relief, Recovery, and Reform” efforts helped many 

Americans but Elanor realized more had to be done. As first lady, 

Elanor Roosevelt discovered that she also had the personal power of 

persuasion at her disposal, and decided to use that to influence F.D.R 

to do more to help American citizens. Just her presence in a 

neighborhood, city, or town brought issues to light and encouraged 

action. She helped to expose abysmal conditions of the Washington 

slums, similar to Jane Addams’ exposure of conditions in Chicago 

tenements. She also was an advocate for women just like Jane 

Addams, who was also an advisor to F.D.R. The fact that many 

women were “forgotten” and left out of the New Deal programs did not 

seem fair because women had families to feed too (Doc 4). Roosevelt 

worked with Harry Hopkins to set up the women’s division of the 
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CWA, providing 100,000 jobs for women by the end of 1933. She also 

made sure the C.C.C provided jobs for women, planting trees and 

fighting fires. Besides helping to expand New Deal opportunities for 

women, she convinced F.D.R. that more women should be appointed to 

government positions including the Cabinet. Frances Perkins would 

become the first woman to be a member of the President’s cabinet  

(Doc 4). Roosevelt heavily advocated for fair treatment of African 

Americans. They had been discriminated against for a long time 

despite the 13th and 14th Amendments. During the depression they 

did not get as much help from the government as whites did. Elanor 

worked hard to make sure that African Americans were able to get 

CCC and WPA jobs and more help from the New Deal. She wanted to 

end segregation in America, stating that racism could not be fought 

abroad while it was tolerated at home. “Separate but equal” kept the 

races apart in schools, on buses, and in the military, almost 

everywhere. African Americans had volunteered to fight in both world 

wars, but were not given the same opportunities. Elanor put “relentless 

pressure” on the War Department to ban segregation in recreation 

areas and bus transportation. Her efforts led to F.D.R.’s successor, 

President Truman issuing Executive order 9981, ending segregation 

in the Military (Doc 5). Even though progress was made, segregation 

continued but would be addressed in the 1950s and 1960s by people 

who had in part been inspired by Elanor’s actions. Throughout her 

political career, Elanor Roosevelt encouraged the United States to take 

action and advocate for rights of all humans, not just fellow 

Americans. After WWII, she helped to create the Universal Declaration 

of Human Rights, and advocated for Americans to accept their new 

role as a world leader, believing that America was spared from mass 
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destruction for this very reason (Doc 6a, 6b). Believing that 

returning to 1920s isolationism was not an option, she became a big 

supporter of the U.N. Just like Jane Addams, she was influential on 

both the national and world stage (Doc 3). 

White southerners were not happy with Radical Republicans after 

the Civil War. Former slaveowners were angry about losing their 

property and way of life. Watching African Americans voting and 

becoming involved in State and local politics caused resentment. This 

is why when Military Reconstruction ended and troops left, Southern 

states often reverted to the Black Code days. Segregation was 

instituted as a new and preferred way of life throughout the South. 

Thurgood Marshall was a lawyer who spent most of his career 

advocating the end of racial segregation in America. In particular, 

Marshall was known for his work in helping to desegregate American 

public schools. Desegregating the military encouraged more racial 

equality, and Marshall believed that desegregating schools could do 

the same. More taxpayer money was spent on white schools, leaving 

African American students less prepared and with fewer chances for 

social mobility. Within one of his speeches, Marshall wrote that 

African American children who experience segregation in schools are 

filled with “...feelings of insecurity, self-hate, an undermined ego, 

feelings of inferiority and a warped outlook on life...” (Doc 7). From 

very early in his career, Marshall felt that segregation in schools was 

the leading cause of social insecurity for African Americans, and he 

worked to end those insecurities and inequalities. His ideology on the 

drawbacks of the American school system being segregated came to 

light in arguments during the Brown v. Board of Education Case, 
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where he said “They can’t take race out of this case.” The Fourteenth 

Amendment was intended to deprive the states of using Black Codes 

to discriminate against African Americans, which school segregation 

laws did. George Hayes, James Nabrit, and Marshall worked together 

on the Brown case (Doc 8a, 8b), but Marshall’s impact on the case 

cannot be understated. It was ruled 9-0 in favor of Linda Brown and 

others who believed that states segregating schools were violating the 

14th Amendment. Marshall drove the “NAACP Desegregation 

Special”... “with all deliberate speed” (Doc. 8b). Although some states 

believed the Supreme Court did not have the right to take away their 

traditional power to control education, desegregation happened but 

only a small number of African Americans initially attended 

desegregated schools. Violence and resistance slowed the progress of 

desegregation, but students such as the Little Rock Nine and many 

African American parents did not give up hope and fought back. 

Thurgood Marshall continued to impact the lives of African 

Americans and other minorities in decisions supporting busing and 

affirmative action as a justice on the Supreme Court. Similar to 

Elanor Roosevelt, Marshall inspired others to address lingering 

segregation issues in the 1950s and 1960s. As an African American, 

he stood up to injustice for much of his life and as a result, others 

would be motivated to do the same at lunch counters, colleges, and in 

cities such as Birmingham. 

Both Roosevelt and Marshall were motivated to try to solve 

America’s problems. Roosevelt today is seen as a legendary figure in 

terms of being a powerful woman, Social justice advocate and human 

rights activist. Marshall is seen today as a very influential player in 
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the civil rights movement, responsible for making education more 

equal for all students. 

Anchor Level 5-B 
 

The response: 
• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for Eleanor Roosevelt and for 

Thurgood Marshall 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (Roosevelt: helped expose conditions of Washington slums 

similar to Jane Addams in Chicago; expanded New Deal opportunities for women and convinced 
President Roosevelt more women should be appointed to government positions; stated racism 
could not be fought abroad while tolerated at home; advocated for Americans to accept role as a 
world leader after World War II; Marshall: segregated schools left African American students less 
prepared with fewer chances for social mobility; 14th amendment intended to deprive states of 
using Black Codes to discriminate against African Americans; impact on lives of African 
Americans and other minorities in supporting busing and affirmative action; inspired others to 
address lingering segregation issues in 1950s and 1960s) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 
• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (Roosevelt: traveled for president because 

wheelchair made it difficult for him to travel; Frances Perkins was first woman appointed to 
cabinet; during Depression African Americans did not get as much help from government as 
whites; “separate but equal” kept races apart in schools, on buses, and in military; African 
Americans volunteered to fight in both world wars but not given same opportunities as whites; 
even though progress was made segregation continued and was addressed in 1950s and 1960s by 
people inspired by her actions; believed return to isolationism not an option and became supporter 
of United Nations; Marshall: when Reconstruction ended Southern states often reverted to Black 
Code days; desegregating military encouraged more racial equality and desegregating schools 
could do same; ruling in Brown case 9–0 in favor of Linda Brown; some states believed Supreme 
Court had no right to take away traditional power to control education; only small number of 
African Americans initially attended desegregated schools; violence and resistance slowed progress 
of desegregation but students such as Little Rock Nine and many African American parents did not 
give up hope; motivated others to do the same at lunch counters and in cities such as Birmingham) 

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (Roosevelt: many 
women were forgotten and left out of New Deal programs; worked with Harry Hopkins to set up 
women’s division of Civil Works Administration providing 100,000 jobs for women; Truman’s 
Executive Order 9981 ended segregation in military; helped create Universal Declaration of Rights; 
Marshall: known for work in helping desegregate American public schools; ideology on 
drawbacks of segregated school system came to light in arguments during Brown case) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
that state Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood Marshall were motivated to reform society 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Analytic statements concerning the 
African American experience are employed throughout, demonstrating the continuity of civil rights 
activism and the considerable impacts of the work of Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood Marshall. A 
critical appraisal of document information effectively supports conclusions that include comparative 
elements. 
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Individuals have the power to encourage change in a wide scale 

context, and alter commonly accepted beliefs or norms of society. 

There are countless examples of individuals speaking up and 

speaking out to propose a new way of thinking about important 

issues, but few more inspiring than Thurgood Marshall and Eleanor 

Roosevelt. Although segregation plagued both their lifetimes, the 

actions they took to address issues on a social and political level will 

be remembered. 

Blacks went from slavery that began with their arrival in the 

1600s to gaining their freedom, citizenship, and right to vote after  

the Civil War. However, by the early 1900s many southern blacks 

were still sharecropping and not voting because of poll taxes and 

literacy tests. In the 1950s America was still in a time of racism and 

racist laws had been put in place in southern states that required 

segregation of public areas. Even though blacks were United States 

citizens they were forced to be designated to their own spaces. 

Equality between the races was far out of sight especially after the 

Supreme Court decided that separating the races was constitutional. 

Segregation seemed like it would be permanent. Civil rights leader 

Booker T. Washington seemed to accept segregation while WEB 

DuBois wanted to fight it. Marshall argued in the Brown case that 

segregation was all about keeping blacks as close to slavery as 

possible. He had opposed segregation for a long time especially because 

it hurt school children. He said children of different skin colors would 

play together and then, “separate to go to school,” then “come out of 

school and play ball together,” (document 8a). Thurgood Marshall 

thought this was hurtful and did not seem to make sense. Some people 



U.S. Hist. & Gov’t. Rating Guide – Jan. ’20 [36] Vol. 2

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anchor Paper – Document-Based Essay—Level 4 – A

questioned its morality. Black people got the worse conditions 

consistantly as they were forced to sit in the back of buses, use 

different bathrooms, and attend weaker, lower budget schools. This 

was cause for change and Thurgood Marshall thought that ending 

segregation in schools would be a good beginning. 

Thurgood Marshall outwardly condemned school segregation in 

America as he believed discrimination held black children back from 

success. He was focused on bringing equality to those who lacked it, 

and “His every argument spoke to individual rights for all,” 

(document 9). He was dedicated to bringing about change in the 

educational system, and through his work, he was able to 

successfully argue a Supreme Court case that expanded equality 

based on citizenship rights guaranteed to blacks. Brown vs. Board of 

Education was a turning point case that ultimetely “ruled that school 

desegregation should procede ‘with all deliberate speed’”, and this 

decision came about “unanimously,” (document 8b). The decision 

was slow to be accepted in the South and even today there are schools 

that are segregated in both the North and the South because of where 

people of different races live. Integration was slow but thanks to 

Marshall’s efforts, school segregation was declared unconstitutional, 

which was a major step in the direction of equality. His untiring work 

led to black and white students not only being able to play together 

but to go to school together as well. 

Eleanor Roosevelt understood that equal rights for all races and 

genders was yet to occur. Since Seneca Falls in the early 1800s, 

women had been fighting for equal rights, but equality was still not 

guaranteed while she was first lady. During the Depression, she 
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worked with Harry Hopkins to make sure women were given CWA 

jobs. FDR appointed more women to jobs in the federal government 

because of her prodding, which helped to create a new way of thinking 

about women’s abilities and was a step in the direction of equality. 

She lectured and wrote articles about the contributions of women 

during the war while America was enduring its second time fighting 

in a world war (WWII), and soldiers were abroad protecting the United 

States. America was socially/racially torn in that blacks didn’t have 

the rights that they should have had. Roosevelt pointed out that 

“America could not fight racism abroad while tolerating it at home” 

(document 5). America was pouring out their energy into winning 

this war against racism abroad with the help of many African 

American troops who were fighting in segregated military units, 

while simotaneously ignoring racial and gender inequality right at 

home. Roosevelt pressured War Department officials to treat African 

Americans with more fairness and that influenced Truman to issue 

Executive Order 9981, ending segregation in the armed forces 

(document 5). 

As part of her strong actions, Eleanor Roosevelt urged Americans 

to take on the role of world leader gracefully and with pride. The belief 

that the United States should remain isolationist was a reason 

membership in the League of Nations was rejected after WWI. FDR 

had worked hard to organize the United Nations after WWII. Eleanor 

Roosevelt felt it was important for America to join. She explained that 

“You cannot live for yourselves alone. You depend on the rest of the 

world, and the rest of the world depends on you” (document 6a). She 

used powerful language such as this to stress to Americans that they 
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must stay involved with the world and share a vision for peace with 

other countries. It was important for America to stay connected to the 

world for humanitarian reasons—refugees, apartheid, and women’s 

rights. Roosevelt stayed involved and “chaired the United Nations 

Human Rights commision” and worked to help create the “Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights” (document 6b). This brought a 

standard knowledge of the rights people deserve just by being citizens 

of the world. 

In conclusion, through the outstanding effort and achievement of 

Thurgood Marshall an Eleanor Roosevelt, America was able to begin 

the road to equality for all. This struggle still persists, but their 

lasting achievements to better the world remain. 



 

Anchor Level 4-A 
 
The response: 
• Develops all aspects of the task for Thurgood Marshall and for Eleanor Roosevelt  
• Is both descriptive and analytical (Marshall: even though blacks were United States citizens they 

were designated to their own spaces; argued that segregation was keeping blacks as close to slavery 
as possible; thought ending segregation in schools was a good beginning; believed discrimination 
held black children back from success; focused on bringing equality to those who lacked it and his 
every argument spoke to individual rights for all; dedicated to bringing change in educational 
system; Roosevelt: helped create new way of thinking about women; pointed out America could 
not fight racism abroad while tolerating it at home; pressured War Department officials to treat 
African Americans with fairness; stressed to Americans they must stay involved with world and 
share vision for peace with other countries; felt important for United States to join United Nations 
and stay connected to world for humanitarian reasons) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 5, 6, 8, and 9 
• Incorporates relevant outside information (Marshall: blacks went from slavery to gaining freedom, 

citizenship, and right to vote; by early 1900s many southern blacks still sharecropping and not 
voting because of poll taxes and literacy tests; Supreme Court decided separating races was 
constitutional; black people forced to sit in back of buses, use different bathrooms, and attend 
weaker, lower-budget schools; Brown decision slow to be accepted in South and even today 
schools segregated because of where people of different races live; thanks to his efforts school 
segregation declared unconstitutional; Roosevelt: since Seneca Falls in early 1800s women were 
fighting for equal rights; America pouring energy into winning World War II with help of African 
Americans fighting in segregated military units; belief that United States should remain isolationist 
was a reason membership in League of Nations rejected; President Roosevelt worked to organize 
United Nations after World War II; Universal Declaration of Human Rights brought standard 
knowledge of rights)  

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Marshall: said children of different 
colors would play together and then separate to go to school; successfully argued Supreme Court 
case that expanded equality based on citizenship rights; Brown ruled school desegregation should 
proceed “with all deliberate speed”; Brown decision unanimous; Roosevelt: during Depression she 
worked with Harry Hopkins to give women Civil Works Administration jobs; President Roosevelt 
appointed more women to jobs in federal government; lectured and wrote articles about 
contributions of women during war; Truman issued Executive Order 9981 ending segregation in 
armed forces; chaired United Nations Human Rights commission and helped create Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that discusses how 
Thurgood Marshall and Eleanor Roosevelt encouraged change on a wide scale and altered 
commonly accepted beliefs and a conclusion that discusses how Marshall and Roosevelt began the 
road to equality for all 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Thoughtful conclusions and good 
analytic statements are integrated throughout. Good relevant outside information supports document 
interpretation; however, at times that information could be more directly linked to the task. 
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How are social conditions developed, and changed for the better? 

Throughout American history, different groups have faced the lack of 

privileges in social conditions, social status, and ability to succeed in 

different climates. Those who recognize problems such as gender, and 

class discrimination have taken initiatives and risen to take steps that 

would aid American progress. Jane Addams, co-founder of Hull House, 

during the end of the 19th century, and Eleanor Roosevelt, first lady to 

Franklin Roosevelt and activist, were two of these people. Overall, both 

Jane Addams and Eleanor Roosevelt worked to change the conditions 

of groups that faced disadvantages during their given time period. 

Jane Addams worked to fight for better conditions for lower income 

communities within cities, through her settlement house movement. 

During the 1890s, the Guilded Age stressed Social Darwinism and 

laissez-faire. The rich believed they were successful because they 

deserved to be and the poor were just poor with little hope for social 

mobility. During this time the federal government did not take much 

responsibility to help people who were living in poverty. The growing 

disparity between the rich and the poor, was worsened by the large 

influx of immigrants from southern and eastern Europe who came for 

jobs available in urban factories. Since there was no minimum wage, 

workers were paid only what owners wanted to pay them. A small 

room in a tenement building was all that most immigrants could 

afford. Due to all of these conditions, “City Slums emerged where 

families lived in crowded, unsanitary housing.” (Document 1). In 

fact, for many, due to the lack of proper garbage disposal, there was 

the possibility for “…a tenant house mother…” to “…see her children 

sicken and die…”. These conditions and rampant overcrowding due to 
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the immigrant influx led to a buildup of grievances caused by these 

conditions. Driven by these conditions, Jane Addams started to aid the 

settlement house movement. By establishing Hull House, conditions 

in certain neighborhoods were improved, and programs were developed 

to help workers and immigrants. For example, Hull House “established 

a small incinerator” (Document 2) to aid proper, sanitary garbage 

disposal. Hull House also investigated contagious diseases such as 

tuberculosis, which easily spread in tenements, and infant mortality, 

which often affected families living in poverty. Investigations helped 

convince state and local governments that they had to do more to help 

people. As a result, tenement codes and child labor laws were passed. 

Because it was important for children to escape tenement living, 

according to Document 2b, public play grounds were also established. 

Citizen preparation classes for immigrants were also created. This 

settlement movement originated in Chicago and spread to 

communities across the U.S., where labor-rights and the Progressive 

movements were brewing and setting a precedent for change to come. 

These movements also demonstrated the many contributions of 

women who were part of the first wave of feminism. 

Eleanor Roosevelt worked to provide more rights for women and to 

establish human rights. During the 1930s and 40s, in the aftermath 

of obtaining women’s suffrage in 1920, another women’s 

rights/feminism movement was slowly taking shape. During WWI, 

women had taken jobs to replace men who had gone to war, and women 

were slowly but surely gaining more respect in society. However, it 

was expected they would leave the workplace when veterans returned 

home. Although more assertive during the 1920s and having earned 

the right to vote, women were still not considered by many to be equal 
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to men. Roosevelt would use her influence and “voice” and become a 

spokesperson for their interests. In the aftermath of the Great 

Depression, both men and women needed help. President Franklyn 

Roosevelt (her husband) instituted the New Deal Programs during his 

first 100 days in office. The federal government became more directly 

involved in helping people unlike during the earlier depressions, 

during the mostly laissez-faire Guilded Age. Touring Washington 

D.C., Roosevelt exposed the “conditions of the slums” and saw people who 

were hungry and could be fed with government food. (Document 4). 

While the New Deal Programs certainly aided those affected by the 

Depression, Roosevelt learned the jobs were often geared towards men. 

Therefore, due to her committment to gender equality, Roosevelt 

“fought for the ‘forgotten’ woman”, effectively securing “CWA jobs for 

100,000 women” and convincing FDR to “appoint women to high 

government jobs.” Women and men working together in government 

positions would mean women’s concerns would more likely be heard 

when developing policy. While “naïve about many aspects of the racial 

problem” (Document 5), Roosevelt additionally fought against 

“separate but equal,” in the military which was the beginning of a 

civil rights movement that would fight racism and in turn help 

inspire a women’s rights movement in the 1960s. Eleanor Roosevelt 

encouraged women to be independent and outspoken, setting the stage 

for a “second wave of feminism”. 

Overall, through Jane Addams settlement house work, and Eleanor 

Roosevelt’s social justice work, the cause of each movement was 

advanced. Movements for change arose, and the lives of many were 

improved. It is important to recognize changes that have happened in 
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the past, so that the work to positively change the future, can be 

successful in changing the world for the better. 

Anchor Level 4-B  
 
The response: 
• Develops all aspects of the task for Jane Addams and for Eleanor Roosevelt  
• Is both descriptive and analytical (Addams: the rich believed they were successful because they 

deserved to be; poor had little hope for social mobility; poor conditions and rampant overcrowding 
due to immigrant influx; Hull-House investigated contagious diseases which easily spread in 
tenements, and infant mortality; investigations convinced state and local governments they had to 
do more to help people; Roosevelt: used influence and voice and became spokesperson for 
women’s interests; in aftermath of Great Depression both men and women needed help; due to 
commitment to gender equality she fought for forgotten woman; women and men working together 
in government positions would mean women’s concerns more likely heard when developing 
policy) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 1, 2, 4, and 5 
• Incorporates relevant outside information (Addams: during Gilded Age federal government did not 

take much responsibility to help people living in poverty; growing disparity between rich and poor 
worsened by large influx of immigrants from southern and eastern Europe; no minimum wage so 
workers were paid only what owners wanted to pay; small room in tenement building was all most 
immigrants could afford; settlement movement spread across United States where labor rights and 
Progressive movements were setting precedent for change; contributions of women who were part 
of first wave of feminism; Roosevelt: during World War I women took jobs to replace men; 
although more assertive during 1920s women still not considered by many to be equal to men; 
federal government became more directly involved in helping people unlike in earlier depressions 
during laissez-faire Gilded Age; fought against “separate but equal” in military which was the 
beginning of civil rights movement that in turn inspired women’s rights movement in 1960s; 
encouraged women to be independent and outspoken setting stage for second wave of feminism) 

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Addams: cofounded Hull-House to 
fight for better conditions for lower income communities; lack of proper garbage disposal; Hull-
House improved conditions for workers and immigrants; Hull-House established small incinerator; 
tenement codes and child labor laws passed; public playgrounds established; citizen preparation 
classes created; Roosevelt: first lady to President Franklin D. Roosevelt; worked to establish human 
rights; toured Washington DC to expose conditions of slums and saw hungry people who could be 
fed with government food; New Deal jobs often geared towards men; secured Civil Works 
Administration jobs for 100,000 women and convinced President Roosevelt to appoint women to 
high government jobs) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
that discuss how both Jane Addams and Eleanor Roosevelt took initiatives and steps to aid 
American progress 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Analytic statements support the 
connection of Jane Addams and Eleanor Roosevelt to first- and second-wave feminism. Good 
comparative economic concepts are referenced but would have benefited from additional facts and 
details.  
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The segregation of schools caused black students to feel inferior. 

Thurgood Marshall sought to fix this condition by filing a law suit 

through the NAACP to challenge school segregation in topeka Kansas, 

which he helped win. Jane addams recognized the abscence of a Social 

Safety net, and Sought to provide that for Immigrants and others at 

her settlement house. Both Marshall and Addams identified 

conditions of injustice and attempted to reform american Society to 

be more equitable. 

Segregation in the South was part of a large set of injust laws 

known as “jim crow.” These laws kept the races apart in hospitals, 

movie theaters, and schools. Other laws passed by states often barred 

black persons from voting through poll taxes and literacy tests. Laws 

also limited Social Mobility through housing discrimination that 

kept neighborhoods and communities segregated. The 13th, 14th, and 

15th amendments could not guarantee racial equality. (R.O.I) The 

specific condition that Marshall thought was the most important for 

gaining racial equality was ending segregation in public schools 

that got worse after the Supreme Court ruled that “separate but equal” 

was constitutional. He recognized that segregated schools can cause 

“the negro to have feelings of insecurity, and self hatred, and 

undermine his ego...” (Doc 7). These feelings were caused by 

segregation because the message was that blacks were inferior to 

whites goes back to the history of slavery in the South. The schools 

blacks attended were often not as good as white schools. Since 

communities did not spend as much money on the schools where 

blacks were assigned blacks often did not have the same opportunities 

as whites. Although teachers and parents did their best for these 
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children the situation had an impact on individuals ability to 

succeed. Thus, he guided the law suit on behalf of Linda Brown filed 

against the topeka board of education in Kansas, to allow black and 

White students to attend the same schools. The Supreme Court 

unanimously voted for his 14th Amendment argument in the brown 

v.s board decision (Doc 8b). While not immediately well enforced, 

thurgoods actions helped bring about conditions that promoted Social 

equality for young african american Children and all children who 

were “being denied access to the best schools” (Doc 9). This decision led 

to other changes. Some whites who disagreed with the brown decision 

sent their children to private schools and some moved to the suburbs. 

This meant many schools remained segregated for decades. The brown 

decision did not end all segregation in America but it gave leaders 

such as Martin Luther King Jr. hope and made them confident that 

greater changes were possible. Peaceful nonviolent protests such as the 

March on Washington would lead to the Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 

Great Society programs. 

The world Jane Adams was responding to was different. 

Industrialization after the Civil war, and an influx of southern and 

eastern european immigrants left many people working long hours 

for little pay in booming urban factories. Wealthy business executives 

and real estate developers and property owners had almost no 

requirements or regulations, such as fire or building codes to 

consider. The factory owners such as those who owned the Triangle 

Factory in New York, denied rights to their workers and did not pay 

them a decent wage. The owners of crowded unsanitary tenement 

buildings did not seem to care about disease or sanitation (Doc 1). 
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Specifically, many immigrants had no health care, were treated 

badly by nativists, and their children had little access to education. 

Working long hours with their families or in sweatshops left children 

little time to think about school (Doc 1). The immigrants experience in 

a city such as Chicago was culturally difficult with everyday being a 

struggle to overcome an unwelcoming discriminating America. To 

help fix these terrible conditions, Jane adams, who urged respect for all 

cultures, co-founded Hull-House. A settlement house was a place that 

gave immigrants access to college courses, playgrounds, and reading 

instruction. Hull House residents investigated tenement and factory 

conditions and helped create Progressive state and local codes to 

improve safety and the treatment of workers and children. Hull House 

also helped immigrants become American citizens (Doc 2b). All these 

services and projects helped provide immigrants with a safety net that 

had been nonexistent. Since America’s founding, the poor and 

struggling immigrants were mostly left on their own to figure out 

how to survive. In Jane Addams they had an advocate who could help 

them through tough times which would give them a chance for 

success. Like Marshall, adams contributed to making american 

society Fairer to all people, not just those of privledge. 

In short, thurgood Marshall fought to give black student a fair 

education, and jane adams Fought to give immigrants a better chance 

to get ahead. their efforts, resulted in landmark legislation, and 

Supreme Court decisions that still affect America today. 



 

Anchor Level 4-C 
 
The response:   
• Develops all aspects of the task for Thurgood Marshall and for Jane Addams 
• Is both descriptive and analytical (Marshall: segregation of schools caused black students to feel 

inferior; segregation in South part of Jim Crow laws; recognized segregated schools can cause 
African Americans to have feelings of insecurity and self-hatred; actions helped bring about 
conditions that promoted social equality for all children being denied access to best schools; 
Addams: recognized absence of social safety net and sought to provide one for immigrants and 
others at her settlement house; owners of crowded unsanitary tenements did not seem to care about 
disease or sanitation; working long hours with their families or in sweatshops left children little 
time for school; immigrants’ experience was difficult with everyday struggle to overcome an 
unwelcoming America) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 1, 2, 7, and 8 
• Incorporates relevant outside information (Marshall: Jim Crow laws kept races apart in hospitals, 

movie theaters, and schools; poll taxes and literacy tests often barred blacks from voting; 13th, 
14th, and 15th amendments could not guarantee racial equality; segregation in public schools 
worse after Supreme Court ruled “separate but equal” constitutional; message that blacks inferior 
goes back to history of slavery in South; some whites who disagreed with Brown decision sent 
children to private schools and some moved to suburbs so many schools remained segregated; 
Brown decision did not end all segregation but gave leaders such as Martin Luther King Jr. hope 
and confidence that greater changes possible; peaceful nonviolent protests such as March on 
Washington would lead to Civil Rights Act of 1964 and Great Society programs; Addams: 
industrialization after Civil War and influx of southern and eastern European immigrants left many 
working long hours for little pay; wealthy business executives, real estate developers, and property 
owners had almost no requirements or regulations such as fire or building codes; Triangle 
Shirtwaist Factory owners in New York denied rights to workers and did not pay decent wage; 
many immigrants treated badly by nativists; since America’s founding poor and struggling 
immigrants were mostly left on their own) 

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Marshall: filed a lawsuit to 
challenge school segregation in Topeka, Kansas; wanted to end segregation in public schools; 
unanimous vote on 14th amendment argument in Brown case; Addams: many immigrants had no 
health care and little access to education; cofounded Hull-House; settlement house gave 
immigrants access to college courses, playgrounds, and reading instruction, and helped immigrants 
become citizens; Hull-House residents investigated tenement and factory conditions;) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that discusses how 
both Thurgood Marshall and Jane Addams identified conditions of injustice and attempted to 
reform society and a conclusion that states the efforts of Marshall and Addams still affect America 
today 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Good relevant outside information is 
employed to support document interpretation, especially in the treatment of Thurgood Marshall’s 
work. Analytic statements surrounding the immigrant experience are integrated in the discussion of 
Jane Addams but would have benefited from additional supporting facts and details.  
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Anchor Paper – Document-Based Essay—Level 3 – A

Throughout American history, many historical figures have taken 

action to address social and political issues facing the country. Two 

significant individuals are Jane Addams and Thurgood Marshall. 

Both individuals have had a positive impact on the U.S. and 

American society. 

During the Post-civil War, the Industrial Revolution, and into the 

Progressive Era, many immigrants traveled to the United States 

seeking job opportunities and found terrible living conditions. They 

were often poor and were taken advantage of as soon as they arrived. 

Landlords rented large immigrant families barely livable single 

rooms and they were paid barely livable wages. At the same time, 

although amendments were passed to protect African American rights 

after the civil war, many were still treated poorly. In the late 1800s 

and 1900s, discrimination against Blacks seemed to increase through 

the violence of the KKK, limitations of voting (poll taxes, literacy 

tests, grand father clause, etc.), and an increase in Jim Crow 

segregation policies. However, individuals in America recognized that 

injustices had to be addressed and began movements to help those who 

were oppressed. Jane Addams was a very significant person during the 

age of industrialization and progressive era. As waves of southern 

and eastern European immigrants came to America, many worked at 

low-paying dangerous jobs such as the meat-packing companies in 

Chicago that Upton Sinclair wrote about. They generally lived in 

overcrowded urban cities in buildings that were often unsafe and 

unclean – an entirely different life than they had been used to in 

rural areas of Europe. Overcrowding easily spread diseases such as 

measles and doctors were expensive and hard to find in their 
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neighborhoods. In addition, these immigrants were often treated as 

outcasts, because they were different from earlier immigrants from 

northern and western Europe. Because they didn’t speak English it 

was difficult for them to gain citizenship. Jane Addams believed it 

was important to respect all cultures and treat people with kindness. 

She was able to help out by helping to create Hull House. Addams had 

a garbage burner installed and taught immigrants how to keep their 

apartments clean. Investigations into sanitation problems were also 

done by Hull House (Document 2). There were few schools in the 

neighborhood and since children were sent to work in factories, going 

to school was not always possible. (Document 1). This document 

demonstrates how the standard of living in urban areas was low and 

getting worse at the same time the Industrial Revolution was creating 

millionaires living in big mansions in the city. When Jane Addams 

helped create Hull House, she was able to improve conditions in 

Chicago. Hull House “Established first citizenship preparation classes 

in the United States...Initiated investigations for the first time in 

Chicago for truancy and factory conditions that led to the creation of 

the first factory laws in Illinois” that would protect children and their 

parents. (Document 2b). It is evident that Jane Addams’ Hull House 

was working towards helping those in need, especially immigrants. 

Addams’ work encouraged Progressives in other cities to help 

immigrants and others. 

Thurgood Marshall is best known for his work on the Supreme 

Court Case Brown v. Board of Education. In this case, Marshall 

believed that segregation in schools was a violation of the 14th 

amendment and rights of African Americans. Many segregation 
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laws were an effect of a previous supreme court case known as Plessy 

v. Furgerson. This court case made the decision that “separate but 

equal” was constitutional. This led to an increase in segregation laws 

in the south (Jim Crow Laws) that separated whites and blacks in 

most public places. Marshall fought this case in the Supreme Court 

and described how segregation influenced children such as Linda 

Brown negatively. Document 7 states, “social scientists have dealt 

with the whole problem of segregation, discrimination, and prejudice 

but cannot say that segregated schools alone make a child feel 

inferior... However, schools are the most important connection children 

have to the world. What happens in school stays with children a long 

time” (Document 7). In addition, Document 8a says,... “the 

Fourteenth Amendment was intended to deprive the states of power to 

enforce Black Codes or anything else like that” (Document 8a). In 

this quote, Thurgood explains how the Jim Crow laws go against 

African Americans’ 14th amendment rights because African 

Americans weren’t treated equally under the law. Eventually, 

Thurgood helped win the court case and the Supreme Court ruled that 

desegregation in schools must happen “with all deliberate speed”. 

However, Central High School and the Little Rock 9 became a large 

issue and was one of the schools that didn’t obey the Supreme Court 

order. President Eisenhower was able to use federal troops in order to 

allow African Americans to go to school and show federal power to 

enforce desegregation. Overall, Thurgood Marshall impacted the U.S. 

politically and socially by laying out a stepping stone for the civil 

rights movement and establishing more equality under the law. 

In conclusion, Jane Addams and Thurgood Marshall were both able 



U.S. Hist. & Gov’t. Rating Guide – Jan. ’20 [51] Vol. 2

 

 

 

Anchor Paper – Document-Based Essay—Level 3 – A

to change society for the better. Both of them were able to create 

changes that allowed immigrants and African Americans to improve 

their lives. 

Anchor Level 3-A 
 

The response:   
• Develops all aspects of the task with some depth for Jane Addams and for Thurgood Marshall 
• Is more descriptive than analytical (Addams: believed it was important to respect all cultures; 

taught immigrants how to keep apartments clean; since children were sent to work in factories 
going to school was not always possible; first factory laws in Illinois that would protect children 
and parents; Marshall: believed segregation in schools was a violation of 14th amendment; 
decision in Plessy v. Ferguson led to increase in segregation laws such as Jim Crow laws that 
separated whites and blacks in most public places; social scientists cannot say segregation alone 
can make a child feel inferior; schools are most important connection children have to world; 
what happens in schools stays with children a long time; stepping stone for civil rights 
movement and more equality under the law) 

• Incorporates some relevant information from documents 1, 2, 7, and 8 
• Incorporates relevant outside information (Addams: large immigrant families rented barely 

livable single rooms and were paid barely livable wages; southern and eastern European 
immigrants came to America and many worked in dangerous jobs such as meatpacking in 
Chicago that Upton Sinclair wrote about; diseases such as measles spread easily and doctors 
were expensive and hard to find; immigrants often treated as outcasts because they were 
different from earlier immigrants; standard of living in urban areas was getting worse at the 
same time the Industrial Revolution was creating millionaires in big mansions; Marshall: in late 
1800s and 1900s discrimination against blacks seemed to increase through violence of Ku Klux 
Klan, limitations on voting; Supreme Court case Plessy v. Ferguson made “separate but equal” 
constitutional; described how segregation influenced children such as Linda Brown negatively; 
Central High School one of schools that did not obey Supreme Court order; President 
Eisenhower used federal troops to allow African Americans to go to school and showed federal 
power to enforce desegregation) 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Addams: immigrants generally lived in 
overcrowded urban cities; helped create Hull-House and had a garbage burner installed; Hull-
House established first citizenship preparation classes in United States and initiated 
investigations for first time in Chicago for truancy and factory conditions; Marshall: best known 
for work on Supreme Court case Brown v. Board of Education; Court ruled that desegregation 
in schools must happen with “all deliberate speed”) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that is a restatement 
of the theme and a conclusion that states both Jane Addams and Thurgood Marshall were able to 
create change that allowed immigrants and African Americans to improve their lives 
 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Document information supported by 
relevant outside history strengthens the discussion of Jane Addams. However, the discussion of 
Thurgood Marshall’s actions and impact is more document driven and less developed. 
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People sometimes like to take matters into their own hands to 

address issues facing their nation. In the United States many 

individuals throughout history have taken actions to address 

political, economic, and social issues facing the nation. These actions 

often have impact on society and the United States as a whole. Two 

individuals metioned in the historical context who have brought about 

change are Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood Marshall. Roosevelt’s 

involvement in women’s rights and Civil rights greatly impacted 

American society. Thurgood Marshall helped create better conditions 

for African Americans in American society. 

Eleanor Roosevelt was the nation’s first lady during two national 

crises – a great depression and a world war. She was greatly involved 

in bettering women’s rights and Civil rights because she knew she 

could make a difference. She knew she had power just by being the 

wife of the President. As a result she revealed the poor conditions in the 

city slums so people would take notice instead of remaining a 

“prisoner” in the White House. Roosevelt would visit places that had 

terrible conditions or would investigate an important issue and then 

she was able to increase publicity and create an awareness of the 

problem nationwide. Besides touring Washington’s back alleys to 

publicize the conditions of the slums she realized that New Deal 

programs were geared toward men so she fought for the “forgotten 

woman.” Roosevelt found out about an issue and would then take 

action by either working with her husband or Harry Hopkins. She 

helped create a women’s division of the Civil Works Administration, 

which helped give thousands of jobs to women (Document 4). She also 

understood that “the separate but equal” facilities for African 

Americans legalized by the Supreme Court were unfair and impaired 
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their lives. As she traveled around the country she learned more about 

the problems faced by African Americans. When the United States 

declared war, many African Americans volunteered to serve in World 

War II just like whites. However, they fought in separate units and 

were segregated throughout the armed forces. Eleanor Roosevelt 

thought tolerating racism at home was wrong so she succeeded in 

getting “...the inssuance of the two directives that forbade the 

designation of recreational areas by race and made government-

owned and -operated buses available to every soldier regardless of 

race.” Roosevelt helped desegregate a small segment of society and 

supported civil rights leaders who were trying to go further. American 

society started to become less segregated because of Eleanor Roosevelt’s 

action. Truman’s Executive Order 9981 went farther than what 

Eleanor Roosevelt achieved. It would take until the 1960s for civil 

rights to become a real national priority with other presidents going 

further in their support for civil rights. Laws were passed which 

finally ended “separate but equal”. It was a step by step process. 

Eleanor Roosevelt’s support for the work of the United Nations was an 

extension of her interest in civil rights in that she believed it was 

important that the United States join with other nations and 

participate in the debate over apartheid, refugees, and women’s rights. 

Thurgood Marshall was involved in the Civil Rights Movement, 

specifically the desegregation of schools. He agreed with Eleanor 

Roosevelt that African Americans were negatively effected by 

segregation. According to document 7, “segregated schools...are of 

major concern to the individual of public school age and contributes 

greatly to the unwholesomeness and unhappy development of the 

personality of Negroes which the color caste system in the United 
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States produced...” Marshall felt that young children who are 

discriminated against because of segregation can feel bad about 

themselves throughout their lives. This could effect how they learn and 

their attitudes about going to school. It might eventually even cause 

negative feelings toward their white friends who they played with 

outside of school (Document 8a). In other words, separation based on 

color could severely damage African American’s mental well being. 

Marshall wanted to desegregate schools and hopefully make African 

American’s more equal to whites. He helped argue the case of Brown v. 

Board of Education in which the supreme court desegregated schools 

(Document 8b). Although the “NAACP’s desegregation Special” looks 

like it is going fast, desegregation did not actually happen that way. 

It happened slowly because schools, mostly in the South, were opposed 

to it and took their time to obey the court’s decision (document 8b). 

Integration of African American and white students can only happen 

if the population of the town or city where the school is located is 

integrated. This is not always the case. As stated in document 9, 

Marshall’s “support of busing to integrate, even across jurisdictional 

boundries, was based on the need to protect the rights of individual 

children who were being denied access to the best schools.” Marshall 

wanted children to have equal and also the best education. He knew 

children were the future and wanted them to get the best opportunities 

possible. Thurgood Marshall helped better the lives of African 

Americans and protected individual rights for all. 

Individuals have the power to make great change in society. Poor 

conditions and issues in society often lead individual’s to take 

action. Their actions can impact the United States and society. 
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Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood Marshall were examples of people who 

helped change society for the better. Individuals like them helped 

American society become what it is today. 

Anchor Paper 3-B 
 

 

The response: 
• Develops all aspects of the task with some depth for Eleanor Roosevelt and for Thurgood 

Marshall 
• Is more descriptive than analytical (Roosevelt: visited places with terrible conditions to increase 

publicity and create awareness of problem nationwide; fought for “forgotten woman” as New 
Deal programs were geared toward men; thought tolerating racism at home was wrong; helped 
desegregate a small segment of society; Truman’s Executive Order 9981 went further than her 
achievements; support for work of United Nations was an extension of her interest in civil 
rights; believed it was important that United States to join with other nations and participate in 
debate over apartheid, refugees, and women’s rights; Marshall: agreed that segregated schools 
contributed greatly to unwholesomeness and unhappy development of personality of African 
Americans; separation based on color could severely damage mental well-being of African 
Americans; wanted to desegregate schools and hopefully make African Americans more equal 
to whites; needed to protect rights of individual children denied access to best schools; knew 
children were the future and wanted them to get best opportunities) 

• Incorporates some relevant information from documents 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 
• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (Roosevelt: nation’s first lady during national 

crises of Great Depression and a world war; understood “separate but equal” facilities for African 
Americans legalized by Supreme Court were unfair and impaired lives; when United States 
declared war patriotic African Americans volunteered to serve in World War II; African 
Americans fought in separate units and were segregated throughout armed forces; supported civil 
rights leaders trying to go further; would take until 1960s for civil rights to become a national 
priority with other presidents going further in support for civil rights; laws finally ended “separate 
but equal”; Marshall: believed segregation could affect how African Americans learn and their 
attitudes about going to school; felt segregation might eventually cause negative feelings toward 
white friends they played with outside of school) 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Roosevelt: toured Washington’s back 
alleys; worked with husband or Harry Hopkins; helped create a women’s division of Civil 
Works Administration which helped give thousands of jobs to women; directives issued 
forbidding designation of recreational areas by race and made government-owned and -operated 
buses available to every soldier regardless of race; Marshall: helped argue Brown v. Board of 
Education case; supported busing to integrate schools even across jurisdictional boundaries) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and conclusion that 
summarize changes brought about by Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood Marshall to make 
society better 
 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Documents frame the discussion of 
Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood Marshall. The analytic statements included in the discussion of 
each individual’s impact would have benefited from further development. 
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Anchor Paper – Document-Based Essay—Level 3 – C

Throughout history, unfair conditions have been improved by the 

courage and persistance of individuals. Two of Americas most 

treasured and impactful leaders of such positive change were Jane 

Addams and Thurgood Marshall. Jane Addams saw the issues of the 

urban housing and working conditions of the Industrial Age, and 

worked tiressly to improve them. Additionally, Thurgood Marshall 

became one of the key members in the Civil Rights Movement and 

influenced the desegregation of schools and promotion of equality 

amongst the races. Ultimately, it was the persistent advocacy and 

labor of these two individuals that resulted in progress in their 

respective areas. 

With the turn of the 19th century came a continued rise in 

industry and population, mirrored closely by the rise in unsafe 

housing and working conditions. After the Civil War, the Industrial 

Revolution and an influx of immigrants from southern & eastern 

Europe caused severe population increases in urban areas. Not 

knowing how to speak English and not having anyone to help them 

made many immigrant families desperate. Run-down buildings and 

few social services created a stressful situation for them. Such 

realities contributed to the growing anxiety about living conditions as 

“city slums emerged where families lived in crowded, unsanitary 

housing” (Document 1). Many older long time city residents also 

became concerned and started to leave the cities, fearing for their 

safety. Furthermore, the conditions grew worse and Jane Addams 

began to pioneer for a solution by co-founding the Hull House. 

Addams Hull House Movement promoted safer and more sanitary 

living conditions, and advocated tenement reforms like making 
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apartments have windows, improving lighting in hallways and 

requiring fire escapes and indoor plumbing. The Hull House began to 

improve conditions in Chicago specifically by implementing a 

garbage disposal system (Document 2a). Although such an addition 

may seem inconsequential, it had a rather large effect. Usually, if the 

garbage was not properly disposed of, the children of the tenement 

could easily fall sick and die (Document 2a). But by avoiding such 

causes, the result was often avoided. Ultimately, Jane Addam’s work 

reached its success as she started a conversation about adequate living 

conditions and began investigations that would help the people living 

in tenements and working in factories. Conversations and 

investigations led to tenement codes and the beginning of factory 

inspections by Hull House resident Florence Kelley. Immigrant 

families and children working long hours would stand a better 

chance of being safer and healthier. (Document 2b). 

Similarly, Thurgood Marshall greatly improved the lives of 

African Americans through his work as a lawyer and as Supreme 

Court Justice during the Civil Rights Movement. Marshall observed 

that “Children at a very early age are affected by and respond to 

discrimination and prejudices by developing feelings of insecurity 

and possibly failure. (Document 7). Such observations fueled 

Marshalls work to help the process of desegregating schools. 

Additionally, Marshall noticed that the children that state 

governments were keeping segregated, because of the Plessy v. 

Ferguson decision that “separate but equal” schools were legal, were 

friends anyway, thus proving that such segregation was 

unnecessary (Document 8a). In arguing for Brown v. Board of 
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Education, Marshall helped to change US History and greatly 

progressed the civil rights movement by calling for the immediate 

desegregation of schools “with all deliberate speed”. This idea shaped a 

more democratic public education system where African American 

students would have more opportunities to succeed. In the 1960s when 

voting rights were finally guaranteed, the United States became more 

democratic. 

The United States was built upon, and has been sustained by the 

ideals of bravery and progress exhibited by individuals such as Jane 

Addams and Thurgood Marshall. Their work shaped the future of 

American Society.



 

Anchor Level 3-C 
 
The response:   
• Develops all aspects of the task with some depth for Jane Addams and for Thurgood Marshall 
• Is more descriptive than analytical (Addams: Hull-House promoted safer and more sanitary living 

conditions; if garbage not properly disposed of children could easily fall sick and die; began 
investigations to help people living in tenements and working in factories; immigrant families 
working long hours stood better chance of being safer and healthier; Marshall: influenced 
desegregation of schools and promotion of equality; observed that children were affected by 
discrimination and developed feelings of insecurity; noticed that segregated children were friends 
proving segregation unnecessary; Brown decision shaped a more democratic public education 
system where African American students had more opportunities)  

• Incorporates some relevant information from documents 1, 2, 7, and 8 
• Incorporates relevant outside information (Addams: continued rise in industry and population 

mirrored closely by rise in unsafe housing and working conditions; after Civil War the Industrial 
Revolution and influx of immigrants from southern and eastern Europe caused severe population 
increase in urban areas; many immigrant families desperate because they did not speak English and 
had no one to help them; many long-time city residents became concerned and started to leave 
cities fearing for safety; tenement reforms like making apartments have windows, improving 
lighting in hallways, and requiring fire escapes and indoor plumbing; Marshall: greatly improved 
lives of African Americans through work as lawyer and Supreme Court justice during civil rights 
movement; in 1960s voting rights finally guaranteed) 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Addams: emergence of city slums where 
families lived in crowded, unsanitary housing; cofounded Hull-House; Hull-House movement 
advocated tenement reforms; Hull-House began to improve conditions in Chicago by implementing 
a garbage disposal system; beginning of factory inspections by Hull-House resident Florence 
Kelley; Marshall: helped process of desegregating schools; presented arguments in Supreme Court 
case Brown v. Board of Education) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that summarizes the 
work of Jane Addams and Thurgood Marshall and a conclusion that states Jane Addams and 
Thurgood Marshall worked to shape the future of American society 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Document information frames the 
discussion and is supported by relevant outside information but in limited depth. Several statements, 
especially in the treatment of the impact of Thurgood Marshall’s actions, would have been 
strengthened by further development and the addition of more supporting details.  
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Often times in history, when there is a problem in society, 

individuals who are passionate about this issue and are willing to do 

something about it cause social political or economic change that not 

only effect the American society of their time period but American 

society for future generations to come. Some of those people include 

but are not limited to Jane Adams and Elenor Roosevelt. 

Jane Adams, famous for cofounding the Hull House and many 

other projects, lived in a time period in which poor living conditions for 

the working class was a social normality “families lived in crowded 

unsanity housing Health care was non existant; disease was 

rampant. There were few schools, and children were sent to work in 

factories” (Document 1). In other words the living conditions of the 

working class for this time period was almost inhumane. As an 

outsider looking in, Addams saw these conditions and thus ignited 

her ambition to shift this normality with reform. Addams then 

proceeded to not only advocate for the working class but establish 

many things to improve the conditions an example of this is her 

involvement in the founding of Hull House which was the “nation’s 

first settlement house and one of the earliest comunity-based 

nonforprofits.” (Doc. 3) Addams not only worked on providing 

adequate housing to the working class but she also “worked to end 

child labor, support unions and workers rights” (Document, 3) 

amongst other things. Their efforts in conjunction with her drive 

helped establish some of the housing rules and regulations we have 

today in conjunction with many other regulations that protect our 

rights and have become normalities in the United States today. 

A second women who passionate enough to enforce change was 
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Elenor Roosevelt. Roosevelt was the wife to a president who was head of 

an America where there wer “young jobless women” (4) and racism 

amongst many other issues. These societal issues caused Roosevelt to 

utilize her power as first lady to bring about change and aid in 

whatever way she can. One way She was succesful in doing so was 

with the aid of Harry Hopkins establishing the CWA and “providing 

...CWA jobs for 100,000 women.” Roosevelts fight didnt stop there. She 

made many public speeches trying to convey her passion and 

thoughts on subjects in American society in hopes to inspire others to 

do the same. She also became an advocate for universal human rights 

insisting that “America could not fight racism abroad while 

tolerating it at home” (Doc 5). Her fight for universal human rights 

resulted in government-Owned busses being available to any soldier 

regardless of race amongst other things. 

Both Elenor Roosevelt and Jane Addams felt moved by the societal 

issues of their time to fight for change and in doing so, created many 

of the societal normalities of our society today. 



 

Anchor Level 2-A 
 
The response: 
• Develops all aspects of the task in little depth for Jane Addams and for Eleanor Roosevelt  
• Is primarily descriptive (Addams: lived in a time period when poor living conditions for the 

working class were a social normality; living conditions of working class for this time period 
almost inhumane; advocated for working class and established many things to improve conditions; 
efforts and her drive helped established some of the housing rules and regulations we have today 
that protect our rights and have become standard; Roosevelt: utilized her power as first lady to 
bring about change; made many public speeches trying to convey her passion and thoughts hoping 
to inspire others; became an advocate for universal human rights insisting racism could not be 
fought abroad while it was tolerated at home) 

• Incorporates limited relevant information from documents 1, 2, 3, 4, and 5 
• Presents no relevant outside information  
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Addams: cofounded Hull-House; families lived 

in crowded unsanitary housing; health care nonexistent and disease rampant; few schools and 
children sent to work in factories; Hull-House nation’s first settlement house and one of earliest 
community-based nonprofits; worked to end child labor and support unions and workers’ rights; 
Roosevelt: young, jobless women and racism; established Civil Works Administration with help of 
Harry Hopkins providing jobs for 100,000 women; government-owned buses available to any 
soldier regardless of race) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that state 
the actions of Jane Addams and Eleanor Roosevelt caused changes that affected future generations 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Interpretation of document information 
leads to basic but accurate conclusions that demonstrate a fundamental knowledge of the work of Jane 
Addams and Eleanor Roosevelt. A few analytic statements are scattered throughout the response but 
lack of outside information and/or additional supporting facts and details from the documents detracts 
from their effectiveness.  
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Anchor Paper – Document-Based Essay—Level 2 – B

In the United States history, several individuals have taken action 

to address political, economic, and social issues faced by the country. 

Their actions have had major impacts on American society and the 

United States as a whole. Two of these individuals are Jane Addams 

and Thurgood Marshall. 

In the late 19th century, Jane Addams identified a major issue in 

American cities, people were poor and living in unsanitary and 

unsafe homes. She soon began work to reform this issue through 

settlement homes, and assigning people safe and sufficient homes. 

The major reason for her doing this was because “City slums emerged 

where families lived in crowded, unsanitary housing” (Document 1) 

Addams did not think these were sufficient living conditions 

especially for young children, and therefore worked to make a change. 

She worked to provide better homes and Safer areas for people to live 

in. She wanted to help and her work, in the end, impacted many 

people and the American society as a whole. For example they, 

“Established first citizenship preparation classes in the United 

States.” (Document 2b) These Hull-Houses she created for people helped 

change numerous lives in very positive ways. Many people were able to 

thrive and lived more successful lives now. Overall, people were now 

able to live much safer and successful lives. 

Thurgood Marshall is another individual who found an issue in 

society and fought to change it. Marshall found an issue in the 

education system, schools were segregated which meant that some 

children (whites) were provided with more opportunities than others 

(African Americans). In his time as a Supreme Court Judge, Marshall 

fought for desegregated schools and equality of all children. He felt 
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that the segregation of schools impacted the children negatively, “give 

the Negro feelings of insecurity, self-hate, undermine his ego, make 

him feel inferior...” (Document 7) Marshall felt it was wrong for 

children to have to experience this kind of segregation and fought 

against it. In his life, Marshall made major impacts and 

improvements to fix this social issue, “The scope of Marshall’s 

achievements in American law, however, was wider than the black 

American civil rights movements” (Document 9) From this, it is clear 

that Marshall had a major impact on American society and was able 

to desegregate schools because he believed in the rights of every 

American citizen, and everyone had the right to equal opportunities. 

Overall, both Addams and Marshall fought to amend social issues 

and, in the end, had major impacts on society in their time, and still 

today. Throughout American history, there have been numerous people 

who fought for changes and to fix many issues facing the country 

and there will continue to be many more who will have major impacts 

like Addams and Marshall.



 

Anchor Level 2-B 
 
The response: 
• Develops all aspects of the task in little depth for Jane Addams and for Thurgood Marshall 
• Is primarily descriptive (Addams: in late 19th century people were poor and living in unsanitary 

and unsafe homes; used settlement houses to assign people safe and sufficient homes; worked to 
provide better homes and safer areas for people to live in; her work helped people to thrive and 
lead more successful lives; Marshall: segregated schools meant some children (whites) were 
provided with more opportunities than others (African Americans); felt segregation of schools 
impacted children negatively giving African Americans feelings of insecurity and making them 
feel inferior; scope of achievements wider than civil rights movement; believed in rights of every 
American citizen and that everyone had right to equal opportunities); includes faulty application 
(Marshall: desegregated schools) 

• Incorporates limited relevant information from documents 1, 2, 7, and 9 
• Presents no relevant outside information  
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Addams: city slums emerged where families 

lived in crowded unsanitary housing; Hull-House established the first citizenship preparation 
classes in United States; Marshall: as a Supreme Court judge he fought for desegregated schools 
and equality for all children) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and conclusion that are a 
restatement of the theme  

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Most of the response focuses on a basic 
interpretation of document information that addresses all aspects of the task, although the impact of 
both Addams’s and Marshall’s actions is limited to general statements. While an awareness of relevant 
information is evident, its application is weak and lacks supporting facts and details. 
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Anchor Paper – Document-Based Essay—Level 2 – C

Throughout history there have been many individuals who have 

taken action to address political, economic and social issues their 

nation is facing. Eleanor Roosevelt fought for human rights, 

especially for African Americans and women. Thurgood Marshall 

fought for desegregation. Both Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood 

Marshall Believed that we should fight for equal rights and 

representation. They have both taken action to address social issues 

that America was facing. 

Eleanor Roosevelt helped women obtain jobs. When Theodore 

Roosevelt launched the New Deal his objective was to get people working 

again so that they could support themselves. During the Great 

Depression, many people were fired, Women were fired first because 

they weren’t considered the major source of income. When Roosevelt 

became president he created the New Deal which helped the jobless. The 

deals were geared to men and Eleanor Roosevelt realized that, so she 

fought for women. “...set up the women’s division of Civil Works 

Administration, providing, by the end of 1933, CWA jobs for 100,000 

women.” (Text 4) Additionally, She fought for the rights of all people 

believing that they should be equal. She believed that, “...America 

could not fight racism abroad while tolerating it at home...” (text 5) 

To support her argument she chaired the United Nations Human 

Rights commission which led to the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights. (text 6b) Eleanor Roosevelt worked hard to achieve equality by 

exposing the truth behind it. She was able to help women gain 

admission into the workforce, as well as African American 

desegregation. 

In the fight to end segregation in society Thurgood Marshall 
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fought to end segregation in schools. He wanted to protect the right of 

individual children who were being denied access to the best schools. 

(text 9). Additionally, he supported Brown in the court case Brown v. 

Board of Education. During the court case, it was argued that 

students no matter the race should have the same education in the 

same schools. Eventually, the supreme court voted for desegregation. 

(text 8b). The court case fought and made it clear that we do not stand 

for this in our constitution. Thurgood Marshall had worked towards 

desegregation in schools and it was acomplished that. He impacted the 

way people viewed one another. They were now equal and given the 

same rights We could now start to help to stop racism in other 

countries because us ourselves have started to end it. Thurgood 

Marshall fought for equal schooling which was achieved. 

Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood Marshall worked to gain civil 

rights for society. They fought and stood up for what they believed in. 

They took action and impacted society in a way no one else had done 

before. Furthermore, they impacted society and other societies in hopes 

to change them. They brought about change. 



 

Anchor Level 2-C 
 
The response: 
• Minimally develops all aspects of the task for Eleanor Roosevelt and for Thurgood Marshall 
• Is primarily descriptive (Roosevelt: realized New Deal programs geared towards men so she fought 

for women; believed America could not fight racism abroad while tolerating it at home; able to 
help women gain admission into workforce as well as African American desegregation; Marshall: 
fought to end segregation in schools; wanted to protect rights of individual children denied access 
to best schools; Brown case made it clear that Constitution does not support segregation; we could 
start to help end racism in other countries as we had started to end it ourselves) 

• Incorporates limited relevant information from documents 4, 5, 6, 8, and 9 
• Presents little relevant outside information (Roosevelt: objective of New Deal to get people 

working again so they could support themselves; during Great Depression many people were fired; 
women fired first because not considered a major source of income) 

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Roosevelt: helped women obtain jobs; helped 
set up women’s division of Civil Works Administration providing jobs to 100,000 women by the 
end of 1933; chaired United Nations Human Rights Commission which led to Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights; Marshall: supported Brown in court case Brown v. Board of 
Education); includes an inaccuracy (Roosevelt: Theodore Roosevelt launched the New Deal) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that states Eleanor Roosevelt 
fought for human rights and Thurgood Marshall fought for desegregation and a conclusion that 
states both Roosevelt and Marshall fought for and stood up for what they believed in 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Brief explanations of document 
information, document quotations, a few statements of outside information, and generalizations 
demonstrate a somewhat limited understanding of the task. Although a few analytic statements are 
included, they are somewhat repetitive and not developed.  
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Throughout United States history, individuals have taken actions 

to address political, economic, and social issues facing the nation. 

Their have had an impact in the United States and American society. 

Two of the individuals that stood out was Jane Addams and Thurgood 

Marshall. Both of these figures have strongly believed that conditions 

in America have not met their standards. It was their duty to 

exchange the poor conditions to a better revised situation. 

Jane Addams accomplished many things and became one of the 

nation’s most effective reform leaders. She became very powerful in a 

positive way and used her power to good use. In Document 3, it states 

“cofounded Hull House, the nation’s first settlement house in Chicago. 

She worked to end child labor, support unions and worker’s rights, 

protect free speech and civil rights.” The impact would be spreading 

peace around America. 

Thurgood Marshall was a powerful advocate for opposition of 

segregated schools. He believed that because children of all races play 

together, go down the road together they shouldn’t be denied acess to 

great schools. In Document 9, it states “his support of busing to 

integrate schools, even across jurisdictional boundaries, was based on 

the need to protect the rights of individual children who were being 

denied acess to great schools. 

In conclusion, these two individuals sparked great impact of 

American and its people. Without them they wouldn’t have been able 

to expand the positivety of America. 



 

Anchor Level 1-A 
 
The response: 
• Minimally addresses most aspects of the task for Jane Addams and for Thurgood Marshall 
• Is descriptive (Addams: became very powerful in a positive way and put her power to good use; 

worked to end child labor, support unions and workers’ rights, and protect free speech and civil 
rights; spread peace around America; Marshall: powerful advocate for opposition to segregated 
schools; believed because children of all races play together and go down the road together they 
should not be denied access to great schools; needed to protect rights of individual children who 
were being denied access to great schools) 

• Includes minimal information from documents 3, 8, and 9 
• Presents no relevant outside information  
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Addams: cofounded Hull-House, nation’s first 

settlement house in Chicago; Marshall: supported busing to integrate schools even across 
jurisdictional boundaries) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that state 
Addams and Marshall felt it was their duty to change poor conditions so things would be better 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. The impact of Marshall’s action is not 
clearly addressed and only a general statement refers to the impact of Addams’s action. However, a 
few document quotations and relevant information demonstrate a basic understanding of the task. 
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Throughout American history, individuals have taken actions to 

address issues upon the nation. These issues include political, 

economic, and social. These individuals such as Eleanor Roosevelt 

and Thurgood Marshall have impacted greatly to the United States 

due to their leadership. 

Eleanor Roosevelt’s actions have influenced American society. 

According to Doc. 5, the conditions that led ER to take action was the 

fact that “segregation itself impaired the lives of the negro 

population”. The impact of ER’s actions on the US is found evident in 

Doc. 6b, where she took to advance the cause of universal human 

rights by chairing the United Nations Human Rights Commission. 

Thurgood Marshall’s actions have impacted the US. The conditions 

that led Thurgood to take action is the effects that segregated schools 

had on African-Americans, found in Doc. 7. The impact he had was 

supporting individual rights for all. One example can be his support 

of busing, found in Doc. 9. 

Although the United States has faced political, economic, and 

social issues, individuals such as Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood 

Marshall have taken actions which have had impact on American 

society. Therefore, these leaders have had great effects upon addressing 

the issues on the nation.



 

Anchor Level 1-B 
 
The response: 
• Minimally addresses some aspects of the task for Eleanor Roosevelt and for Thurgood Marshall  
• Is descriptive (Roosevelt: took action because segregation impaired lives of African American 

population; advanced the cause of universal human rights; Marshall: segregated schools affected 
African Americans; supported individual rights for all) 

• Includes minimal information from documents 5, 6, 7, and 9 
• Presents no relevant outside information  
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Roosevelt: chaired United Nations Human 

Rights Commission; Marshall: supported busing) 
• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and conclusion that are 

restatements of the theme  
 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Basic isolated summaries of document 
information are the focus of the response. Although parts of the task are addressed, the development is 
simplistic and lacks any details. 
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Document-Based Essay—Practice Paper – A 

As seen in US history, it takes strong individuals to create change 

in society. The United States has been home to numerous deserving 

individuals. Women such as Jane Addams and Eleanor Roosevelt had 

stepped up to make a difference and fight for what was right. These 

influential figures impacted America deeply which brings us to 

believe that America might be different today without them. 

Though the industrialization of the Gilded Age brought great 

economic growth to America society, it also resulted in many 

problems. Overcrowded cities due to an influx of European 

immigration, industrialization, and urbanization is just one effect 

of the Gilded Age. Immigrants often lived with others who had come 

from the same region in ethnic neighborhoods, such as Little Italy 

and Little Poland in cities such as Chicago. Racial discrimination 

was common during this time period as well as urban poverty that 

was demonstrated by terrible living conditions. Jane Addams was one 

of the original settlement house movement founders who focused on 

reform through social justice as well as fighting against racial 

discrimination as one of the founders of the NAACP (Doc 1). As a 

result of her work the quality of life for people in the neighborhood 

around Hull-House improved greatly. In the Chicago Hull-House, “a 

small incinerator (garbage burner)” (Doc 2a) was established which 

helped with the terrible stench from the garbage dumps. Moreover, the 

residents of Hull-House performed investigations for the first time to 

find solutions to problems faced by tenement residents such as the 

spread of illnesses like “typhoid fever”. A solution might mean that 

children would not sicken and die. (Doc 2a). Children’s reading 

programs would help them adapt to American culture and learn 
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English (Doc 2b). Addams became one of the country’s most effective 

reform leaders. Her impact went further than just cleaning up the 

streets. In fact, she worked to protect and expand democracy by 

campaigning for women’s suffrage. She gave hundreds of speeches on 

social justice topics that made her value free speech and work hard to 

protect it. The civil liberties of all were important to her – men, women, 

workers, children, African Americans, and immigrants. She 

supported respect for all people no matter what their ethnic, racial, or 

economic background. Addams moved society to a better place and 

encouraged other women to fight for justice. Other women who fought 

for justice such as Eleanor Roosevelt, were often compared to Addams, 

as she also was one of the first well-known and effective leaders. 

Despite the passage of tenement and sanitation codes in cities such 

as Chicago (Doc 2b), the terrible conditions of the 19th century slums 

continued into the 20th century. Conditions were actually getting 

worse in some cities because of the depression that began after the 

stock market crashed. Eleanor Roosevelt like Jane Addams was 

concerned about the living conditions of the poor. Early in her 

husbands first term, Eleanor Roosevelt reinvented herself and the job 

of first lady. She became a reform leader that many Americans came 

to know and respect. She toured back alleys in Washington DC to 

“publicize the conditions of these slums” (Doc 4). She also toured the 

nation to publicize the harsh living conditions faced by families as 

they struggled to get by during the Depression. The suffering she saw 

was a dire issue that required more attention. New Deal programs 

helped people but not enough. She believed the government could do 

more. She helped “start a CCC – type camp for young jobless women” 
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(Doc 4). This initiative during the Great Depression that included 

women would hopefully lead to other programs offering help for 

women. In addition to helping remove barriers for women and others, 

Roosevelt saw the distinction of America as its own nation and as a 

world power. During World War II, America was fighting a war 

against nations that did not respect the natural rights of its citizens. 

For example, Germany was overcome by Nazi rule. The Nazis had 

exterminated around 6 million people because of their religious and 

cultural beliefs. America, who was against these horrors, still 

incorporated a “seperate but equal” system for African Americans. 

Roosevelt, increasingly bothered by this contradictory situation urged 

government officials to issue two directives that forbade racial 

segregation in recreational areas and on buses for soldiers (Doc 5). 

Later, she became a Chairman of the United Nations Human Rights 

Commission (Doc 6b) and continued her journey on making the 

world a safer and more anti-discriminatory place by helping to create 

the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (Doc 6b). 

Without women like Jane Addams or Eleanor Roosevelt, America 

would not have progressed as far. The slums could still be insanely 

overcrowded and the nation could still be segregated. These women 

effectively impacted society and definitely influenced future reform 

leaders. 
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Individual freedoms are cherished in many parts of the world, not 

simply in the United States. Political, economic, and social issues 

often create the need for reform within society. There are notable 

figures in United States history whose actions have lead to improved 

living standards and better futures for many individuals. Jane 

Addams and Thurgood Marshall were pioneers in the quest for better 

conditions and more equality. They had a vision for what the United 

States should stand for. 

The Industrial Revolution paved the way for technological 

advancement and new systems for organizing businesses such as 

vertical and horizontal consolidation. Monopolies decreased 

competition and led to big profits for men like John D. Rockefeller. At 

the same time, new job opportunities for unskilled workers led to the 

migration of many immigrants from southern and eastern Europe to 

cities such as Chicago. Hoping for a better life, many “new” 

immigrants often found a more difficult life in tenements on streets 

such as Halstead. Realizing that immigrants needed help 

understanding how to assimilate and how to deal with “crowded, 

unsanitary housing” where “disease was rampant” (Document 1), 

Jane Addams helped to establish a settlement house in the Halstead 

neighborhood. Struggling families could go there to stay healthy, 

learn English, and take citizenship classes (Document 2). Through 

Addams’ leadership, social and economic problems that significantly 

reduced the quality of life were researched and addressed. Jane 

Addams was able to see problems such as illiteracy, racial 

discrimination, and child labor, and rise from the grittiness and 

bring new ideas and solutions to the table; what a difference it would 
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make if all of these injustices and unfortunate situations could be 

resolved? Hull-house volunteers helped children and adults learn to 

read and speak English. Addams encouraged racial equality in her 

work with the NAACP, and worked with other reformers, such as 

Florence Kelley, to publicize sweat shop conditions and abusive child 

labor practices. Some of the first factory laws protecting women and 

children were passed by Illinois state legislators after being lobbied by 

the social workers at Hull-house. With Addams co-founding of Hull-

house and the hard-won reforms (immigrant aid, sanitation, disease 

control) that came from her work, she was able to “promote conditions 

that nurtured human potential and therefore, she believed, the spread 

of peace” (Document 3). This mindset bled into her strong support for 

neutrality before WWI, rather than our involvement in a war that 

would lead to the deaths of many young people. Not only did she 

advocate for peace and better living and working conditions that each 

person, as a human being, deserves, but she also was a driving factor 

in the fight for women’s rights and, specifically, women’s right to 

vote. Women had to be able to support issues that were important to 

their families. Addams’ life work influenced reform advocates such as 

Eleanor Roosevelt during and after her time, as her dedication and 

accomplishments helped to transform society. 

Thurgood Marshall also worked with the NAACP to help African 

Americans achieve equality. He utilized the law and the court system 

to oppose racist attitudes and segregation laws. Since the end of the 

19th century, segregation, especially in the South, was, 

unfortunately, a constant occurence of everyday life. Even in schools, 

places where children learn and develop, there was separation in 
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accordance to race. He compared school segregation laws to the Black 

Codes which southern states passed after the Civil War to keep African 

Americans “in their place.” African American children who were 

segregated saw and experienced the feeling of not being as good as 

whites every day, bringing them “feelings of insecurity, self-hate,” 

and a sense of “organized society” that would “determine the type[s] 

of adult[s] [they]will become” (Document 7). This was a major 

argument within Marshall’s reasoning; it would be difficult to create 

a functioning, healthy society if future generations of African 

Americans are so negatively affected by what is ultimately racial 

prejudice. If children of different races can play together outside of 

school they could certainly be in classrooms learning together. 

Marshall’s arguments helped the Supreme Court reach a unanimous 

verdict in the “Brown v Board” decision that school segregation 

violated the 14th Amendment. This meant that eventually maybe all 

Jim Crow laws might be found unconstitutional. This decision helped 

to encourage acts of civil disobedience by Rosa Parks and Martin 

Luther King Jr. which led to a larger civil rights movement. 

Eventually, Marshall became the first African American Justice on 

the U.S. Supreme Court, where “Justice Marshall also cast his opinions 

as statements of individual rights, not simply as class action for all 

black people.” “Equal footing” for blacks and whites would mean more 

equality for all. This meant support for affirmative action programs 

that would help African Americans catch up after many years of 

discrimination. These programs became controversial because some 

thought they discriminated against whites. The resentment whites felt 

about this sometimes affected their attitudes towards African 
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Americans (Document 9). Although Thurgood Marshall’s legal 

actions were sometimes controversial, they resulted in the beginning 

of school desegregation which has still not been completely achieved. 

Although de facto segregation exists in schools throughout the 

country, Marshall’s work helped spread tolerance throughout many 

areas of every day life, hopefully helping to build a society where 

things such as racism are not tolerated. 

Today, there are still reforms that need to be considered. Many 

individuals and groups still advocate for better conditions for the poor 

not only here, but in other countries as well. Individuals such as Jane 

Addams and Thurgood Marshall helped build the foundation that 

would improve society in the long-run.
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People are remembered for their impact. Individual 

accomplishments and comparisons are often made. As an example, 

Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood Marshall both have helped pave the 

road to greater equality. 

Before Eleanor Roosevelt, most first ladies viewed their role as 

traditional just the way many married women have throughout our 

history. Because of personal and national circumstances she expanded 

the role of first lady. Eleanor Roosevelt was very different. She seemed 

to be everywhere at once because FDR’s disability did not allow him to 

be. It was important for her to examine and publicize issues, discuss 

them with him, and then get him to act. She became a strong 

supporter of women, the hungry, the homeless, African Americans, 

and the jobless (Doc. 4). The Great Depression occurred after the 

roaring 20s party life and left many people hopeless and wanting a 

new president with new ideas. She helped her husband win his election 

and while her husband worked on the New Deal, she decided she 

wanted to make life better for people who lived in Washington slums 

and who were victims of the Depression. Rather than killing pigs as 

part of the AAA program she wanted them to be used to feed people who 

had no food. She believed her husband’s New Deal should help men 

and women equally. She “prodded” FDR to do the right thing and 

convinced him to expand his economic programs. As a result the New 

Deal became more inclusive and helped more people. She promoted civil 

rights by understanding “that the fact of segregation itself impaired 

the lives of the Negro population”, (Doc. 5). Wherever “separate but 

equal” was, it was not equal. Her focus on equalety prompted 

President Harry S. Truman to end segregation in the armed forces 
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after World War II, (Doc. 5) and this led to African American 

veterans joining organizations such as Thurgood Marshall’s NAACP 

to push for further equality. Her actions sparked even more 

oppertunities for peace by helping the American people embrace the role 

of world leadership through United States membership in the United 

Nations. Her reasoning was “that America had been “spared for a 

purpose” from the” war’s destruction and help them understand the 

implications if the United States didn’t take up the role. Another 

country could become tyrannical in leading countries on important 

issues such as atomic energy and arms control (Doc. 6a). Eleanor 

Roosevelts actions inspired other first ladies such as Hillary Clinton 

and Michelle Obama to become activists for causes they believed in. 

Thurgood Marshall also knew that segregation was wrong and 

pondered about how it could be ended. Social scientists had seen the 

effects of discrimination and prejudice first hand and concluded that 

the negative attitudes experienced by school children might be taken 

into adulthood with harmful effects. It seemed that if African 

American and white children in the South could spend their time 

playing together outside of school without incident they could go to 

the same schools without incident. Early on, segregation in schools 

often caused insecurity and sometimes self-hate in African 

American children. (Doc. 7). Similar to the caste system in India, 

African Americans had almost no hope of switching “castes” because 

the caste one was born in, was the one they were stuck in for life. This 

was in part because of spending years in segregated schools. Jim Crow 

laws were a list of rules segregating African Americans and making 

their lives tough. There were segregated drinking fountains and 



U.S. Hist. & Gov’t. Rating Guide – Jan. ’20 [82] Vol. 2

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Document-Based Essay—Practice Paper – C 

beaches, segregated buses, restaurants, and towns. According to 

Marshall, the fourteenth Amendment was written to go legally 

against this sentiment (Doc. 8a). To combat racism Thurgood 

Marshall had to work legal magic. If one couldn’t sway the 

unemphathetic people in Congress maybe the courts would work. The 

Brown v. Board of Education Supreme Court Case resulted in a 

unanimos verdict for civil rights. Mr. Marshall’s tireless work on this 

court case payed off as seen in the 1955 political cartoon. It depicts 

Thurgood Marshall as the conductor of “NAACP’s Desegregation 

Special” train alluding to school desegregation happening with all 

diliberate speed,” (Doc. 8b). As a result many other people both African 

American and white would join together and continue the fight for 

equality and the end to all Jim Crow laws. 

Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood Marshall will be remembered for 

their actions and the changes they created in the world. Today they 

continue to inspire leaders and their message of the possibility of a 

brighter future still remains a goal.
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Document-Based Essay—Practice Paper – D 

During American history, different leaders have taken different 

approaches to face the economic, political, and social issues facing the 

nation at hand. Their actions have changed United States history. 

Two of these leaders include Jane Addams and Eleanor Roosevelt. 

Jane Addams was a key leader to this movement because of the 

things she did. (Doc 3) Addams had cofounded the Hull House which 

helped improve conditions in Chicago. (Doc 2b) It had established the 

first public playground in Chicago and established first college 

extension courses in Chicago. 

Eleanor Roosevelt had also been a key leader in this movement. 

According to Document 4, she had toured back alleys to publicize the 

conditions of the slums in hopes of someone recognize how bad the 

conditions were and that someone would do something about it. She 

also insisted that America could not fight racism abroad while they 

were also tolerating it at home. She had relentless pressure on war 

department officials for the issuance of the two directives that forbade 

the designation of recreational areas by race. This shows how she was 

not tolerating racism in American while America was trying to fight 

it somewhere else in the world. 

So as you can see, segregation and racism would soon be 

coming to an end because of the movement held by these powerful 

leaders.
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Document-Based Essay—Practice Paper – E 

Sometimes in history, people may not realize just how influencial 

their actions and statements really are. Throughout the Progressive 

Era (major time for social, economic and political reforms) Jane 

Addams and Eleanor Roosevelt made major contributations to society, 

and many of which, are still relevent today. 

A woman like Jane Addams (known for the Hull House) was 

around during the height of the Progressive Era. During this era we 

saw “an influx in immigrants” which (with other factors) directly led 

to the creation of settlement houses (Doc 1). Her Hull House provided 

Chicago with many firsts (all of which made a major impact on 

society) including, “first public playground in Chicago” and, 

“Initiated investigations that led to creation of first model tenement 

code.” (Doc 2b) All of which would have her go down as one of the most 

influencial women. Additionally, Jane Addams also served on many 

boards advocating on civil rights and liberties, and, even rumored to 

run for president. (Doc 3) 

Eleanor Roosevelt is another prime example of someone who led the 

action to significant social reformation. Roosevelt urged Americans 

to assume world leadership because we depend on the world, and the 

rest of the world depends on us. (Doc 6c) She also fought hard to end 

discrimmination in the military because, the military has had 

discrimmination in it since the Civil War. (Doc 5) She also was head 

of the UN Human Rights Commission and helped create the Universal 

Declaration of Human Rights. She wanted her voice to be heard, and 

she, (along with Jane Addams) went down in history as one of the 

most influencial women in the world. 

It doesn’t matter if you’re male, female, black, white, red, brown, 

crippled, or yellow, you can influence the nation for the better. If you 
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Document-Based Essay—Practice Paper – E 

stand for what you believe in, much like what these two brave women 

did, you can change it. Always remember, a little goes a long way. 

Practice Paper A—Score Level 3 
 
The response: 
• Develops all aspects of the task with some depth for Jane Addams and for Eleanor Roosevelt  
• Is more descriptive than analytical (Addams: focused on reform through social justice as well as 

fighting against racial discrimination; helped improve quality of life for people in neighborhood 
around Hull-House; Hull-House residents performed investigations to find solutions to problems 
faced by tenement residents; worked to protect and expand democracy by campaigning for 
woman’s suffrage; valued free speech and worked hard to protect it; supported respect for all no 
matter their ethnic, racial, or economic background; Roosevelt: despite passage of tenement and 
sanitation codes terrible conditions of 19th century slums continued into 20th century; early in 
husband’s first term she reinvented job of first lady; toured nation to publicize harsh living 
conditions faced by families during Depression; New Deal programs helped people but she 
believed government could do more; hoped initiatives during Great Depression would lead to other 
programs offering help for women; helped remove barriers for women and others; saw distinction 
of America as its own nation and a world power; bothered that America was fighting against 
horrors of Nazi Germany but still incorporated “separate but equal”) 

• Incorporates some relevant information from documents 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 6 
• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (Addams: industrialization of Gilded Age brought 

great economic growth to American society but also resulted in problems such as overcrowded 
cities due to influx of European immigration; immigrants often lived with others from same region 
in ethnic neighborhoods such as Little Italy and Little Poland; reading programs for children to 
help them adapt to American culture and learn English; Roosevelt: often compared to Addams in 
fight for justice; conditions in some cities worse because of Depression that began after stock 
market crashed; during World War II America fighting against nations who did not respect natural 
rights of citizens; Germany overcome by Nazi rule; Nazis exterminated around six million people 
because of religious and cultural beliefs) 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Addams: one of founders of settlement house 
movement and NAACP; small incinerator established at Hull-House helped with terrible stench 
from garbage dump; gave hundreds of speeches on social justice topics; Roosevelt: toured back 
alleys in Washington DC to publicize conditions of slums; helped start Civilian Conservation 
Corps-type camp for young jobless women; urged government officials to issue two directives that 
forbade racial segregation in recreational areas and on buses for soldiers; chaired United Nations 
Human Rights Commission; helped create Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that discusses how both 
Jane Addams and Eleanor Roosevelt stepped up to make a difference and fight for what they 
believed was right and a conclusion that states both Addams and Roosevelt influenced future 
reform leaders 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response demonstrates a good 
understanding of the linkage between the work of Jane Addams and Eleanor Roosevelt. Analytic 
statements lead to some thoughtful conclusions, but a lack of further development weakens their 
effectiveness.  
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Practice Paper B—Score Level 5 
 
The response: 
• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth for Jane Addams and for Thurgood 

Marshall 
• Is more analytical than descriptive (Addams: Industrial Revolution paved way for technological 

advancement; realized immigrants needed help understanding how to assimilate; able to see 
problems and bring new solutions to table; encouraged racial equality in work with NAACP and 
worked with Florence Kelly to publicize sweatshop conditions and abusive child labor practices; 
advocated for peace; driving factor in fight for women’s rights, specifically right to vote; 
influenced reform advocates such as Eleanor Roosevelt; Marshall: segregated African American 
children experienced feeling of not being as good as whites; believed it was difficult to create 
functioning, healthy society if future generations of African Americans are negatively affected by 
racial prejudice; according to Brown decision school segregation violated 14th amendment; legal 
actions resulted in beginning of school desegregation which is still not completely achieved) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 1, 2, 3, 7, 8, and 9 
• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (Addams: Industrial Revolution paved way 

for vertical and horizontal consolidation; monopolies decreased competition and led to big profits 
for men like John D. Rockefeller; new job opportunities for unskilled workers led to migration of 
many immigrants from southern and eastern Europe; some of first factory laws protecting women 
and children passed by Illinois state legislators; supported neutrality before World War I rather 
than involvement in a war that would lead to many deaths; believed women had to be able to 
support issues important to their families; Marshall: compared school segregation laws to Black 
Codes passed after Civil War; Brown decision meant maybe all Jim Crow laws might be found 
unconstitutional; Brown decision helped encourage acts of civil disobedience by Rosa Parks and 
Martin Luther King Jr. which led to larger civil rights movement; affirmative action programs 
controversial because some thought they discriminated against whites which sometimes affected 
attitudes toward African Americans; although de facto segregation exists in schools throughout 
country Marshall’s work helped spread tolerance throughout everyday life) 

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (Addams: helped to 
establish a settlement house in Chicago; struggling families could go to settlement house to stay 
healthy, learn English, and take citizenship classes; cofounded Hull-House; Marshall: utilized law 
and court system to oppose racist attitudes and segregation laws; cast opinions as statements of 
individual rights not simply as a class action for all African Americans; worked with NAACP to 
help African Americans achieve equality; separation in schools in accordance with race) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 
that discuss the impact of the work of Jane Addams and Thurgood Marshall 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Substantive historical details are used to 
establish an economic context for the discussion of Jane Addams’s work. The treatment of the impact 
of Thurgood Marshall’s actions demonstrates a good understanding of the diverse impact his work had 
on American society. 
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 4 
 
The response: 
• Develops all aspects of the task but does so somewhat unevenly by discussing Eleanor Roosevelt more 

thoroughly than Thurgood Marshall 
• Is both descriptive and analytical (Roosevelt: expanded role of first lady because of personal and 

national circumstances; wanted to make life better for people living in Washington slums and victims 
of Depression; rather than killing pigs as part of Agricultural Adjustment Administration program she 
wanted them to be used to feed people; believed New Deal should help men and women equally; 
understood “separate but equal” not equal; helped Americans embrace role of world leadership and 
understand implications if United States did not take role; Marshall: social scientists saw effects of 
discrimination and prejudice first hand and concluded negative attitudes experienced by school children 
might be taken into adulthood with harmful effects; seemed that if African Americans and white 
children in South could play together outside of school then they could go to same schools without 
incident; early on segregation in schools often caused insecurity and sometimes self-hate in African 
American children; 14th amendment written to legally go against segregation; to combat racism he had 
to work legal magic since un-empathetic people in Congress could not be swayed) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8 
• Incorporates relevant outside information (Roosevelt: before her most first ladies viewed role as 

traditional; seemed to be everywhere as President Roosevelt’s disability did not allow him to be; 
important for her to examine and publicize issues, discuss them with President Roosevelt, and get him 
to act; Great Depression occurred after Roaring Twenties and left many people wanting new president 
with new ideas; helped her husband win his election; convinced President Roosevelt to expand 
economic programs and as a result New Deal was more inclusive; African American veterans joined 
organizations such as Marshall’s NAACP; inspired other first ladies such as Hillary Clinton and 
Michelle Obama to become activists; Marshall: similar to caste system in India, African Americans 
had almost no hope of switching castes because the caste one is born in one is stuck in; Jim Crow laws 
list of rules segregating African Americans and making their lives tough; segregated drinking fountains, 
beaches, buses, restaurants, and towns; both African Americans and whites would join together and 
fight for equality and an end to all Jim Crow laws) 

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Roosevelt: strong supporter of women, 
the hungry, homeless, jobless, and African Americans; Truman ended segregation in armed forces after 
World War II; United States joined United Nations; Marshall: decision in Brown v. Board of Education 
resulted in unanimous verdict for civil rights; school desegregation to happen with “all deliberate 
speed”) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that discusses how 
Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood Marshall helped pave the road to equality and a conclusion that states 
Roosevelt and Marshall continue to inspire leaders with their message for a brighter future 

 
Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Good relevant outside information is 
employed for the discussion of both Eleanor Roosevelt and Thurgood Marshall. The information included 
for Roosevelt effectively demonstrates her nontraditional approach to her role as first lady. Analytic 
statements would have benefited from additional facts and details, especially in the treatment of Marshall.  



Practice Paper E—Score Level 2 

The response: 
• Minimally develops most aspects of the task for Jane Addams and for Eleanor Roosevelt
• Is primarily descriptive (Addams: influx of immigrants and other factors led to creation of

settlement houses; she served on many boards advocating for civil rights and liberties and was 
rumored to run for president; Roosevelt: urged Americans to assume world leadership because we 
depend on the world and the rest of the world depends on us; fought hard to end discrimination in 
the military); includes weak application (Roosevelt: discrimination in the military since the Civil 
War) 

• Incorporates limited relevant information from documents 1, 2, 3, 5, and 6
• Presents little relevant outside information (Addams: around during the height of the Progressive

Era) 
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Addams: known for Hull-House; Hull-House

provided Chicago with many firsts; first public playground in Chicago; initiated investigations that 
led to creation of first model tenement code; Roosevelt: head of the United Nations Human Rights 
Commission which helped create the Universal Declaration of Human Rights) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that states Addams and
Roosevelt made major contributions to society which are still relevant today and a conclusion that 
states if you stand up for what you believe you could change things 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. A basic understanding and application 
of document information is demonstrated; however, the statements concerning the conditions that led 
Addams and Roosevelt to take action weaken the effort. The attempt to draw conclusions is generally 
unsuccessful because of the narrow interpretation of documents. 
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Practice Paper D—Score Level 1 

The response: 
• Minimally addresses some aspects of the task for Jane Addams and for Eleanor Roosevelt
• Is descriptive (Addams: Hull-House helped improve conditions in Chicago; Roosevelt: toured back

alleys to publicize conditions of slums in hopes someone would recognize how bad conditions 
were and do something about them; insisted America could not fight racism abroad while they 
were also tolerating it at home; put relentless pressure on War Department to forbid designation of 
recreational areas by race) 

• Includes minimal information from documents 2, 3, 4, and 5
• Presents no relevant outside information
• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Addams: cofounded Hull-House; Hull-House

established first public playground and first college extension courses in Chicago; Roosevelt: 
issuance of two directives by War Department) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction that is a restatement of the
theme and a conclusion that generalizes segregation and racism would be coming to an end 
because of the work of Jane Addams and Eleanor Roosevelt 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. An attempt is made to address some 
aspects of the task with relevant statements of document information. Generalizations and a lack of 
explanation further detract from the effort. 
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Notes: 
 
Part II scoring information is found in Volume 1 of the Rating Guide. 
 
Part III scoring information is found in Volume 2 of the Rating Guide. 
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Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department 
 

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test 
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State  
assessments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to 
make suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows: 
 
1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm. 
 
2. Select the test title. 
 
3. Complete the required demographic fields. 
 
4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided. 
 
5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form. 

The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the January 2020 
Regents Examination in United States History and Government will be posted on 
the Department’s web site at: http://www.p12.nysed.gov/assessment/ on the day 
of the examination. Conversion charts provided for the previous administrations 
of the United States History and Government examination must NOT be used 
to determine students’ final scores for this administration.
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