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UNITED STATES HISTORY and GOVERNMENT

Mechanics of Rating

The following procedures are to be used in rating papers for this examination. More detailed directions
for the organization of the rating process and procedures for rating the examination are included in the
Information Booklet for Scoring the Regents Examination in Global History and Geography and United
States History and Government.

Rating the Essay Question

(1) Follow your school’s procedures for training raters. This process should include:

Introduction to the task—
• Raters read the task
• Raters identify the answers to the task
• Raters discuss possible answers and summarize expectations for student responses

Introduction to the rubric and anchor papers—
• Trainer leads review of specific rubric with reference to the task
• Trainer reviews procedures for assigning holistic scores, i.e., by matching evidence from the response

to the rubric
• Trainer leads review of each anchor paper and commentary

Practice scoring individually—
• Raters score a set of five papers independently without looking at the scores and commentaries pro-

vided
• Trainer records scores and leads discussion until the raters feel confident enough to move on to

actual rating

(2) When actual rating begins, each rater should record his or her individual rating for a student’s essay on
the rating sheet provided, not directly on the student’s essay or answer sheet. The rater should not cor-
rect the student’s work by making insertions or changes of any kind.

(3) Each essay must be rated by at least two raters; a third rater will be necessary to resolve scores that dif-
fer by more than one point.

Rating the Scaffold (open-ended) Questions

(1) Follow a similar procedure for training raters.
(2) The scaffold questions need only be scored by one rater.
(3) The scores for each scaffold question may be recorded in the student’s examination booklet.

The scoring coordinator will be responsible for organizing the movement of papers, calculating a final
score for each student’s essay, recording that score on the student’s Part I answer sheet, and determining
the student’s final examination score. The conversion chart for this examination is located at
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/osa/ and must be used for determining the final examination score.
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United States History and Government 

Part A Specific Rubric 

Document-Based Question—January 2011  

1 According to President John F. Kennedy, what is one action the United States should take in 

dealing with its Cold War rivals? 

 

Score of 1: 

• States an action the United States should take in dealing with its Cold War rivals according to 

President John F. Kennedy 

  Examples: we should pay any price/bear any burden/meet any hardship/support any friend/oppose 

any foe to assure the survival/success of liberty; begin anew the quest for peace; begin 

our relationship anew; explore problems that unite us; make certain we have sufficient 

arms; be civil in negotiations; verify sincerity with proof; negotiate 

 

Score of 0: 

• Incorrect response 

  Examples: belabor the problems which divide us; unleash the powers of destruction; end the quest 

for peace 

• Vague response 

  Examples: let every nation know; let both sides explore; begin anew 

• No response 

… Let every nation know, whether it wishes us well or ill, that we shall pay any price, bear
any burden, meet any hardship, support any friend, oppose any foe to assure the survival
and the success of liberty.…
Finally, to those nations who would make themselves our adversary [rival], we offer not a
pledge but a request: that both sides begin anew the quest for peace, before the dark
powers of destruction unleashed by science engulf all humanity in planned or accidental
self-destruction. 
We dare not tempt them with weakness.  For only when our arms are sufficient beyond
doubt can we be certain beyond doubt that they will never be employed.
But neither can two great and powerful groups of nations take comfort from our present
course—both sides overburdened by the cost of modern weapons, both rightly alarmed by
the steady spread of the deadly atom, yet both racing to alter that uncertain balance of
terror that stays the hand of mankind’s final war.
So let us begin anew—remembering on both sides that civility is not a sign of weakness, and
sincerity is always subject to proof.  Let us never negotiate out of fear.  But let us never fear
to negotiate.
Let both sides explore what problems unite us instead of belaboring those problems which
divide us.…

Source: President John F. Kennedy, Inaugural Address, January 20, 1961

Document 1



Cuban Missile Crisis

Document 2

2 Based on this map, state one action ordered by President John F. Kennedy during the Cuban 

missile crisis. 

 

Score of 1: 

• States an action ordered by President John F. Kennedy during the Cuban missile crisis as shown on 

this map 

  Examples: set up a naval quarantine line around Cuba; ships were sent to blockade the area around 

Cuba; blockaded Cuba with destroyers/Navy ships/Task Force 136/aircraft carrier Essex; 

stop/search/intercept Soviet ships; quarantined/blockaded Cuba  

 

Score of 0: 

• Incorrect response 

  Examples: invasion of Cuba; dismantle missile sites in Cuba; engage in naval battles with the Soviet 

Union 

• Vague response 

  Examples: search; intercept 

• No response 
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3 Based on these documents, what are two reasons the United States and the Soviet Union needed 

to address the issue of nuclear war? 

 

Score of 2 or 1: 

• Award 1 credit (up to a maximum of 2 credits) for each different reason the United States and the 

Soviet Union needed to address the issue of nuclear war based on these documents 

  Examples: great powers who maintain large nuclear arsenals may refuse to surrender without 

resorting to nuclear war; a single nuclear weapon contains more explosive force than that 

delivered by all the Allied air forces in World War II/today’s nuclear weapons are more 

destructive than any weapons dropped during World War II; the deadly poisons produced 

by a nuclear exchange would be carried by wind/water/soil/seed to the far corners of the 

globe/to generations yet unborn; they had come very close to having a nuclear war 

 

Note:  To receive maximum credit, two different reasons the United States and the Soviet Union need to 

address the issue of nuclear war must be stated. For example, a single nuclear weapon contains 

more explosive force than that delivered by all the Allied air forces in the Second World War and 

today’s nuclear weapons are more destructive than all the weapons dropped during World War II 

are the same reason expressed in different words. In this and similar cases, award only one credit 

for this question. 

 

Score of 0: 

• Incorrect response 

  Examples: hostile nations will keep treaty obligations; the United States and its allies have no 

interest in a just and genuine peace; Allied forces fought in World War II 

• Vague response 

  Examples: they resorted to those forces; their own interest; they are great powers; reached the far 

corners of Earth; explosive force 

• No response 

Source: Herblock, Washington Post, November 1, 1962
(adapted)

President John F. Kennedy and
Soviet Premier Nikita Khrushchev … I speak of peace because of the new face of war.

Total war makes no sense in an age when great
powers can maintain large and relatively invulnerable
nuclear forces and refuse to surrender without resort
to those forces.  It makes no sense in an age when a
single nuclear weapon contains almost ten times the
explosive force delivered by all the allied air forces in
the Second World War.  It makes no sense in an age
when the deadly poisons produced by a nuclear
exchange would be carried by wind and water and soil
and seed to the far corners of the globe and to
generations yet unborn.…
In short, both the United States and its allies, and the
Soviet Union and its allies, have a mutually deep
interest in a just and genuine peace and in halting the
arms race.  Agreements to this end are in the interests
of the Soviet Union as well as ours — and even the
most hostile nations can be relied upon to accept and
keep those treaty obligations, and only those treaty
obligations, which are in their own interest.…

Source: President John F. Kennedy, Commencement Address at
American University, Washington, D.C., June 10, 1963

Document 3a Document 3b



… You have to give both [President Richard] Nixon and [National Security Advisor Henry]
Kissinger the credit—Nixon because he is the president. It was his clear feeling that we ought to
move toward China. I think that he also understood that because of his anti-communist
credentials, it would be easier for him than, say, for [Senator] Hubert Humphrey. More
importantly, he knew that China would become an important country; our approach to China
would give the Soviet Union an incentive to have better relations with us, in that they might get
a bit nervous about our dealings with the Chinese. Indeed, within months after the announcement
of Kissinger’s secret trip, we had an agreement on a summit meeting with the Soviets, as well as
a breakthrough on SALT [Strategic Arms Limitation Talks], and on the Berlin negotiations.
Kissinger had, independently, come to the same conclusions, for the same reasons.…

Source: Winston Lord in Gerald S. and Deborah H. Strober, 
Nixon: An Oral History of His Presidency, HarperCollins, 1994

Document 4

4 According to Winston Lord, what are two ways the new United States policy toward China 

improved United States-Soviet relations? 

 

Score of 2 or 1: 

• Award 1 credit (up to a maximum of 2 credits) for each different way the new United States policy 

toward China improved United States-Soviet relations according to Winston Lord 

  Examples: the Soviet concern about our closer relations with China resulted in friendlier relations 

between the United States and the Soviet Union; the two nations agreed to a summit 

meeting; there was a breakthrough on SALT; negotiations over Berlin 

improved/breakthrough on Berlin negotiations 

 

Note: To receive maximum credit, two different ways that the new United States policy toward China 

improved United States-Soviet relations must be stated. For example, there was a breakthrough 

on SALT and they agreed to limit nuclear weapons are the same way expressed in different 

words. In this and similar cases, award only one credit for this question. 

 

Score of 0: 

• Incorrect response 

  Examples: relations with the Soviet Union worsened; SALT negotiations broke down; Nixon cut 

off relations with both the Soviet Union and China; Nixon had anticommunist 

credentials 

• Vague response 

  Examples: it was his clear feeling; it would be easier; Nixon and Kissinger came to the same 

conclusions; breakthrough 

• No response 
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… Many of those who watched the week unfold in Moscow concluded that this summit—the
most important since Potsdam in 1945 and probably the most important Soviet political event
since Stalin’s death—could change world diplomacy. It was all the more impressive because it
seemed not so much a single, cataclysmic [momentous] event but part of a process, part of a
world on the move.…
The meeting underscored [emphasized] the drive toward detente based on mutual self-
interest—especially economic self-interest on the part of the Soviets, who want trade and
technology from the West. None of the agreements are shatterproof, and some will lead only to
future bargaining. But the fact that they touched so many areas suggested Nixon’s strategy: he
wanted to involve all of the Soviet leadership across the board—trade, health, science—in ways
that would make it difficult later to reverse the trends set at the summit.…

Source: “What Nixon Brings Home from Moscow,” Time, June 5, 1972

[7]

Document 5

5 According to this document, why was the Moscow summit important to United States-Soviet 

relations?  

 

Score of 1: 

• States a reason that the Moscow summit was important to relations between the United States and 

the Soviet Union according to this document 

  Examples: it underscored the drive toward détente; it might lead to future bargaining; the trends 

set at the summit would be difficult to reverse; the Soviets’ desire for Western trade 

and technology helped make them willing to improve United States-Soviet relations; 

it was based on mutual self-interest 

 

Score of 0: 

• Incorrect response 

  Examples: the agreements were shatterproof; it brought an end to détente; it would end future 

bargaining 

• Vague response 

  Examples: it unfolded; it was part of a world on the move; it was impressive; all of the Soviet 

leadership across the board; Soviets wanted it from the West 

• No response 
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… As far as our relations with the Soviets are concerned, we shall continue.  We shall continue
to negotiate, recognizing that they don’t like our system or approve of it and I don’t like their
system or approve of it.  Mr. Brezhnev [Soviet leader Leonid Brezhnev] knows that, and I know
it, and we have discussed it quite bluntly and directly.
However, it is essential that both nations, being the super powers that we are, continue to make
progress toward limiting arms, toward avoiding confrontations which might explode into war, as
it might have in the Mideast if we had not had this period of negotiation, and also continuing
those negotiations for reduction of forces in Europe and reduction of arms, or certainly the
limitation of arms, and the various other initiatives that we are undertaking with the Soviets.
In a nutshell, this is what we have to consider: Do we want to go back to a period when the
United States and the Soviet Union, the two great super powers, stood in confrontation against
each other and risk a runaway nuclear arms race and also crisis in Berlin, in the Mideast, even
again in Southeast Asia or other places of the world, or do we want to continue on a path in which
we recognize our differences but try to recognize also the fact that we must either live together
or we will all die together?…

Source: President Richard Nixon, Press Conference, February 25, 1974

Document 6

 

6 According to President Richard Nixon, what is one reason the United States should continue its 

negotiations with the Soviet Union?  

 

Score of 1: 

• States a reason the United States should continue its negotiations with the Soviet Union according to 

President Richard Nixon 

  Examples: to make progress toward limiting arms; to avoid confrontations which might explode into 

war; to reduce forces in Europe; to reduce/limit arms; to avoid a runaway nuclear arms 

race; to avoid crises in Berlin/the Mideast/Southeast Asia/other places in the world; to 

recognize that we need to live together in peace; “we must either live together or we will 

all die together” 

 

Score of 0: 

• Incorrect response 

  Examples: to allow the United States to build up its nuclear arsenal; so the United States could 

confront the Soviet Union as a superpower; because the United States and the Soviet 

Union did not like each other’s systems 

• Vague response 

  Examples: to continue negotiations; initiatives are being undertaken; we have to consider going 

back; to confront each other 

• No response 
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7 According to Bialer and Mandelbaum, what was one action taken by the Reagan administration 

that demonstrated an anti-Soviet foreign policy? 

 

Score of 1: 

• States an action taken by the Reagan administration that demonstrated an anti-Soviet foreign policy 

according to Bialer and Mandelbaum 

  Examples: it stepped up the competition with the Soviet Union in areas where the rivalry was 

sharpest; it started the most expensive peacetime military buildup in American 

history/military spending was increased; it began the Strategic Defense Initiative 

 

Score of 0: 

• Incorrect response 

  Examples: it began the Cold War; it made society a hostage; it reduced military spending; it settled 

for military equilibrium 

• Vague response 

  Examples: it committed the nation; they made it clear they will have to settle; competition; 

expensive buildup; began initiatives 

• No response 

 

… Ronald Reagan entered office [the presidency] as the most emphatically anti-Soviet American
chief executive since Harry Truman, who presided over the beginning of the Cold War. The
Reagan administration was committed to stepping up the competition with the Soviet Union in
the areas where the rivalry was sharpest. It orchestrated the most expensive peacetime military
buildup in American history and began the Strategic Defense Initiative, which was designed to
free the world from the nuclear stalemate in which each side’s society was hostage to the
weapons of the other. But the Reagan years have demonstrated the limits to both policies. They
have made it clear that the United States, like the Soviet Union, will have to settle for military
equilibrium in the great power rivalry.…

Source: Bialer and Mandelbaum, The Global Rivals, Alfred A. Knopf, 1988

Document 7
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Document 8

… And now the Soviets themselves may, in a limited
way, be coming to understand the importance of
freedom.  We hear much from Moscow about a new
policy of reform and openness.  Some political
prisoners have been released.  Certain foreign news
broadcasts are no longer being jammed.  Some
economic enterprises have been permitted to operate
with greater freedom from state control.  Are these the
beginnings of profound changes in the Soviet state?  Or
are they token gestures, intended to raise false hopes in
the West, or to strengthen the Soviet system without
changing it?  We welcome change and openness; for we
believe that freedom and security go together, that the
advance of human liberty can only strengthen the cause
of world peace.
There is one sign the Soviets can make that would be
unmistakable, that would advance dramatically the
cause of freedom and peace.  General Secretary
Gorbachev, if you seek peace, if you seek prosperity for
the Soviet Union and Eastern Europe, if you seek
liberalization: Come here to this gate! Mr. Gorbachev,
open this gate! Mr. Gorbachev, tear down this wall!… President Ronald Reagan speaks on

the West Berlin side of the
Brandenburg Gate, June 12, 1987.

Source: German Missions in the United States
(adapted)

Source: President Ronald Reagan, 
speech at the Brandenburg Gate,

June 12, 1987
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8a According to President Ronald Reagan, what is one action taken by the Soviet Union that 

indicates it may be reforming its policies?  

 

Score of 1: 

• States an action taken by the Soviet Union that indicates it may be reforming its policies as expressed 

by President Ronald Reagan 

  Examples: they have released some political prisoners; they no longer jam certain foreign news 

broadcasts; they have permitted some economic enterprises to operate with greater 

freedom from state control 

 

Score of 0: 

• Incorrect response 

  Examples: they tore down the Berlin Wall; they eliminated state control; they jammed all foreign 

news broadcasts; they strengthened the cause/system  

• Vague response 

  Examples: they permitted operation; they broadcast; a token gesture; they were open 

• No response 

 

8b According to President Ronald Reagan, what is one action that General Secretary Mikhail 

Gorbachev should take to advance the cause of freedom and peace?  

 

Score of 1: 

• States an action that General Secretary Gorbachev should take to advance the cause of freedom and 

peace according to President Ronald Reagan 

 Examples: “tear down this wall”/tear down the Berlin Wall; tear down the barrier separating East 

and West Berlin; open the Brandenburg Gate  

 

Score of 0: 

• Incorrect response 

  Examples: advance freedom/peace; close East Berlin; jam foreign news broadcasts; make a sign 

• Vague response 

  Examples: open it; tear it down 

• No response 
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9 According to Mikhail Gorbachev, how did President Ronald Reagan’s attitude toward the 

Soviet Union change during his second term? 

 

Score of 1: 

• States how President Ronald Reagan’s attitude toward the Soviet Union changed during his second 

term according to Mikhail Gorbachev 

  Examples: he began to emphasize the importance of a peaceful relationship with the Soviet Union; 

he engaged in dialogue with the Soviet Union; he signed an arms reduction treaty; he 

showed an interest in breaking the momentum of the arms race; became less hawkish  

 

Score of 0: 

• Incorrect response 

  Examples: he ended arms reduction talks; he continued in the old ways; he became more anti-

Communist 

• Vague response 

  Examples: it changed; his convictions became consistent; he launched the process 

• No response 

 

Document 9

This article was written by former Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev following the death of former President
Ronald Reagan on June 5, 2004.

… Ronald Reagan’s first term as president had been dedicated to restoring America’s self-
confidence. He appealed to the traditions and optimism of the people, to the American dream,
and he regarded as his main task strengthening the economy and the military might of the
United States. This was accompanied by confrontational rhetoric toward the Soviet Union, and
more than rhetoric—by a number of actions that caused concern both in our country and among
many people throughout the world. It seemed that the most important thing about Reagan was
his anti-Communism and his reputation as a hawk who saw the Soviet Union as an “evil empire.”
Yet his second term as president emphasized a different set of goals. I think he understood that
it is the peacemakers, above all, who earn a place in history. This was consistent with his
convictions based on experience, intuition and love of life. In this he was supported by Nancy—
his wife and friend, whose role will, I am sure, be duly appreciated.…
In the final outcome, our insistence on dialogue proved fully justified. At a White House
ceremony in 1987, we signed the intermediate-range nuclear forces treaty, which launched the
process of real arms reduction. And, even though we saw the road to a world free of nuclear
weapons differently, the very fact of setting this goal in 1986 in Reykjavik [Iceland] helped to
break the momentum of the arms race.…

Source: Mikhail Gorbachev, “A President Who Listened,” New York Times, June 7, 2004
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United States History and Government 

Content-Specific Rubric  

Document-Based Question—January 2011 

 

 

Scoring Notes:  

 

1. The response should discuss how the United States dealt with the Soviet Union during the 

presidencies of John F. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan. 

2. The same foreign policy approach may be used in discussing more than one of these presidents, 

e.g., Kennedy and Nixon both used negotiation. 

3. Presidents not specifically mentioned in the documents may be included as outside information in 

the discussion (e.g., Truman’s containment policy and its effect on Kennedy’s policy), but the 

focus should remain on the foreign policy approaches of these three presidents. 

4. The response may discuss foreign policy approaches from a variety of perspectives as long as the 

positions taken are supported by accurate historical facts and examples. 

5. For the purposes of meeting the criteria of using at least five documents in the response, 

documents 3a and 3b may be considered as separate documents if the response uses specific 

separate facts from each document. 

 

 

Historical Context: During the Cold War, world events and changing attitudes influenced the way that 

United States presidents dealt with the Soviet Union. Presidents John F. Kennedy, 

Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan each used various foreign policy approaches in 

dealing with the Soviet Union.  

 

Task: Discuss how the United States dealt with the Soviet Union during the presidencies of John F. 

Kennedy, Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan  

Score of 5: 

• Thoroughly develops all aspects of the task evenly and in depth by discussing how the United 

States dealt with the Soviet Union during the presidencies of John F. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, and 

Ronald Reagan 

• Is more analytical than descriptive (analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information), e.g., connects 

the mix of Cold War rhetoric and accommodation found in Kennedy’s inaugural address and his 

dealings with the Soviet Union during the Cuban missile crisis to the reevaluation of Cold War 

attitudes that led to détente and strategic arms limitation agreements during both the Nixon and the 

Reagan administrations; connects the confrontational issues that divided the United States and the 

Soviet Union during the administrations of Presidents Kennedy, Nixon, and Reagan to the similar 

and dissimilar steps that each took in attempting to follow a policy of negotiation and the 

maintenance of peace, thus averting global crises that might result in nuclear war 

• Incorporates relevant information from at least five documents (see Key Ideas Chart) 

• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information related to United States foreign policy toward 

the Soviet Union (see Outside Information Chart) 

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details, e.g., Castro; Bay of 

Pigs; Soviet missiles; quarantine; peaceful coexistence; Nuclear Test Ban Treaty; hotline; grain 

deal; summit; SALT; Reagan; “evil empire”; Berlin Wall; arms reduction; containment policy; 

Marshall Plan; McCarthyism; relations with China; global containment; personal diplomacy; 

nuclear standoff 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 

that are beyond a restatement of the theme 



Score of 4: 

• Develops all aspects of the task but may do so somewhat unevenly by discussing the foreign policy 

approach of one president less thoroughly than the other two presidents 

• Is both descriptive and analytical (applies, analyzes, evaluates, and/or creates* information), e.g., 

discusses the resolution of the Cuban missile crisis and the continuing threat of nuclear war 

between the United States and the Soviet Union and the progress made by Presidents Kennedy, 

Nixon, and Reagan to limit nuclear arms; discusses the tension between the United States and the 

Soviet Union during the Cuban missile crisis, efforts made by President Kennedy to improve those 

relations, and the evolution of United States-Soviet relations during the administrations of Nixon 

and Reagan; compares the similarities and differences of the policies of Presidents Kennedy, 

Nixon, and Reagan toward the Soviet Union that eventually contributed to the end of the Cold War 

• Incorporates relevant information from at least five documents  

• Incorporates relevant outside information 

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details  

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 

that are beyond a restatement of the theme 

 

Score of 3: 

• Develops all aspects of the task with little depth or develops most aspects of the task by discussing 

how the United States dealt with the Soviet Union during two presidencies in some depth 

• Is more descriptive than analytical (applies, may analyze, and/or evaluate information)  

• Incorporates some relevant information from some of the documents  

• Incorporates limited relevant outside information 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some minor inaccuracies 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that 

may be a restatement of the theme 

 

Score of 2: 

• Minimally develops all aspects of the task or develops the task by discussing how the United States 

dealt with the Soviet Union during one presidency in some depth 

• Is primarily descriptive; may include faulty, weak, or isolated application or analysis 

• Incorporates limited relevant information from the documents or consists primarily of relevant 

information copied from the documents  

• Presents little or no relevant outside information  

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details; may include some inaccuracies 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not 

clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a 

conclusion 
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Score of 1: 

• Minimally develops some aspects of the task 

• Is descriptive; may lack understanding, application, or analysis 

• Makes vague, unclear references to the documents or consists primarily of relevant and irrelevant 

information copied from the documents  

• Presents no relevant outside information  

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, or details; may include inaccuracies 

• May demonstrate a weakness in organization; may lack focus; may contain digressions; may not 

clearly identify which aspect of the task is being addressed; may lack an introduction and/or a 

conclusion 

 

Score of 0: 

Fails to develop the task or may only refer to the theme in a general way; OR includes no relevant 

facts, examples, or details; OR includes only the historical context and/or task as copied from the test 

booklet; OR includes only entire documents copied from the test booklet; OR is illegible; OR is a blank 

paper 

 
*The term create as used by Anderson/Krathwohl, et al. in their 2001 revision of Bloom’s Taxonomy of Educational 

Objectives refers to the highest level of the cognitive domain. This usage of create is similar to Bloom’s use of the term 

synthesis. Creating implies an insightful reorganization of information into a new pattern or whole. While a Level 5 paper 

will contain analysis and/or evaluation of information, a very strong paper may also include examples of creating 

information as defined by Anderson and Krathwohl. 

 

President John F. Kennedy 

 

Key Ideas from Documents 1–3 
Relevant Outside Information 

(This list is not all-inclusive.) 

Doc 1—Inaugural statement that United States 

would bear any hardship or burden to assure 

survival and success of liberty  

Request by the United States that adversaries 

begin a quest for peace  

Need to have sufficient arms to avoid arms 

being used by others  

Never to negotiate out of fear but never fear to 

negotiate  

Request to explore problems that unite us, not to 

belabor problems that divide us 

 

Doc 2—Quarantine of Cuba because of Soviet 

missile sites  

Interception and search of Soviet vessels near 

Cuba by American ships  

 

Doc 3—United States and Soviet Union 

working together to avoid nuclear war  

Mutual interest of United States and Soviet 

Union in peace and halting arms race 

Need for treaties to halt arms race 

Kennedy’s criticism of Republican 

administration during the 1960 election 

(missile gap, Sputnik, U-2 incident, Cuba’s 

alignment with the Soviet Union) 

Replacement of Eisenhower’s massive 

retaliation by Kennedy’s flexible response 

Deterioration of United States-Soviet relations 

after the Bay of Pigs invasion  

Increased tension as result of construction of 

Berlin Wall (United States refusal to give up 

access to West Berlin) 

Details about Cuban missile crisis (all-out 

attack on Soviet Union threatened if United 

States attacked by missiles from Cuba, 

agreement to end quarantine and not invade 

Cuba, secret promise to remove missiles 

from Turkey) 

Modification of Kennedy’s hard-line stance to 

reduce possibility of nuclear war (grain 

sales, hot line, emphasis on disarmament, 

Limited Test Ban Treaty) 
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President Richard Nixon 

 

Key Ideas from Documents 4–6 
Relevant Outside Information 

(This list is not all-inclusive.) 

Doc 4—Improving United States-China 

relations leading to agreement with Soviets 

about a summit 

Breakthrough on SALT and Berlin negotiations  

 

Doc 5—Pursuing détente based on mutual self-

interest 

Positive results of Moscow summit 

Strategy to involve all Soviet leadership (trade, 

health, science) to make it difficult to reverse 

trends set at summit  

 

Doc 6—Continuation of progress toward 

limiting arms, avoiding confrontations that 

might explode into war, continuation of 

negotiations for reduction of forces in Europe  

Willingness to negotiate with Soviet Union 

even though its system is different 

Recognizing differences but realizing that we 

must either live together or die together  

Impact of improved United States-China 

relations on United States-Soviet relations 

(Nixon’s trip to China) 

Details about détente (cultural exchanges, joint 

space exploration) 

Addressing of issues involving Berlin  

Signing of SALT I Treaty (Nixon’s trip to 

Soviet Union, Brezhnev’s trip to United 

States) 

Expansion of trade relations  

 

President Ronald Reagan 

 

Key Ideas from Documents 7–9 
Relevant Outside Information 

(This list is not all-inclusive.) 

Doc 7—Administration commitment to 

stepping up competition with Soviet Union 

Most expensive military buildup in American 

history  

Beginning of Strategic Defense Initiative 

Reagan emphatically anticommunist 

 

Doc 8—Questioning and then welcoming of 

change and openness in the Soviet Union 

because of belief that freedom and security go 

together  

Challenging Gorbachev to tear down Berlin 

Wall  

 

Doc 9—Confrontational rhetoric toward Soviet 

Union during first term 

Signing of intermediate-range nuclear forces 

treaty and beginning of process of real arms 

reduction during second term 

Abandonment of détente because Soviet Union 

seen as source of world’s problems 

Details about Strategic Defense Initiative (Star 

Wars) 

Support for “freedom fighters” (Reagan 

Doctrine) 

Lifting of grain embargo imposed by Carter 

after Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 

Series of summits between Gorbachev and 

Reagan on reduction of nuclear arms 

(Geneva Summit, details about Reykjavik) 

Details about and positive response to 

perestroika and glasnost 

End of Cold War with fall of Berlin Wall and 

breakup of Soviet empire and of the Soviet 

Union 
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Anchor Level 5-A 

 

 

The response: 

• Thoroughly develops the task evenly and in depth by discussing how the United States dealt with 

the Soviet Union during the presidencies of John F. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan 

• Is more analytical than descriptive (Kennedy: unfortunately, the circumstances of his presidency 

made any hope of arms reduction nearly impossible; he narrowly avoided a nuclear war; Nixon: an 

improved United States-China relationship created an incentive for the Soviet Union to seek a 

better relationship with the United States; worried about an anti-Soviet coalition, the Soviets agreed 

to a summit meeting in Moscow; Reagan: exploits during his first term increased tensions between 

the United States and the USSR, but policies changed during his second term; he saw the reforms 

in the Soviet Union as a sign that they were ready to make strides towards peace)  

• Incorporates relevant information from all the documents  

• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (Kennedy: the United States was becoming 

increasing involved in Vietnam; he developed his Alliance for Progress program to prevent 

communist ideas from spreading into Latin America; the Soviet Union was also threatening to cut 

off access to Berlin; he changed the United States from a policy of massive retaliation to a “flexible 

response” policy; the Soviets looked at the Bay of Pigs as a threat to their ally Castro; Nixon: the 

Nixon doctrine and his policy of Vietnamization were his policies of reducing United States 

involvement around the world; Reagan: since early in his career, he had spoken out against 

communism; the Strategic Defense Initiative was dedicated to developing a high tech defense 

system; the technology required for the Star Wars system and its huge costs kept the project from 

being put into use during the Reagan years; he used the military to crush an uprising in Grenada; 

his administration funded the Contras, a radical group attempting to overthrow a communist 

regime; Gorbachev instituted the radical policy changes of glasnost and perestroika) 

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: naval 

blockade of Cuba to intercept Soviet ships; Nixon: détente or a thawing of Cold War tensions; 

relatively peaceful relations between the United States and the Soviet Union; Reagan: focused on 

restoring old Cold War competition; funded the most expensive military peacetime buildup in 

history; effective arms reduction treaty signed in 1987) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that discusses how 

the Cold War and its clash of two ideologies resulted in different approaches toward dealing with 

the Soviet Union and a conclusion that discusses how the Cold War continues to serve as a lesson 

to world powers and political leaders alike 

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Outside historical references are used as 

a backdrop for the discussion of each president’s policies and demonstrate an understanding of the 

global implications of the Cold War. The discussion of United States policies toward the Soviet Union 

is analytical, thorough, and wide-ranging.  
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Anchor Level 5-B  

 

 

The response: 

• Thoroughly develops the task evenly and in depth by discussing how the United States dealt with 

the Soviet Union during the presidencies of John F. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan 

• Is more analytical than descriptive (Kennedy: he and Khrushchev both realized that a nuclear war 

was something that would destroy the world and should be avoided; his willingness to be patient 

demonstrated his concern over nuclear warfare; Nixon: believed that détente was the surest way of 

gaining a lasting peace and a reduction to the arms race; not only normalized United States-

Chinese relations but the Soviet Union became much more cooperative; hoped to prevent another 

arms race or any activity which could be deemed hostile and lead to a break in United States-Soviet 

relations; Reagan: still saw the Soviets as a great threat to freedom and democracy; realized the 

necessity of working more closely with the Soviets to assure the security of America and the rest of 

the world; was careful to examine Soviet actions and determine how genuine or sincere they were 

in reality) 

• Incorporates relevant information from all the documents 

• Incorporates substantial relevant outside information (Kennedy: American surveillance revealed 

that the Soviet Union was building nuclear missile sites in Cuba, 90 miles from the United States; 

the Soviet Union initially refused to back down; for almost two weeks the world teetered on the 

brink of a nuclear war, and crisis was only averted when he and Khrushchev negotiated a peaceful 

resolution; Kennedy was effective in securing a peaceful agreement and a withdrawal of the 

missiles; Nixon: extended recognition to the Chinese; first American president to visit the Soviet 

Union during the Cold War; Reagan: believed that under no circumstances should the United 

States sacrifice its capabilities of defending itself and democratic societies around the world; 

believed that through advances in his Stars Wars defense technology and increased military 

spending, he could provide the United States with safety that could be more assuring than treaties) 

• Richly supports the theme with many relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: he used the 

navy to blockade weapons shipments to Cuba; Nixon: détente, a gradual easing of tensions between 

the West and the Soviet Union; more cooperation in regards to SALT I and negotiations about the 

situation in Berlin; by extending the hand of friendship towards the Soviets, he hoped to put into 

motion trends that could not easily be cast aside; Reagan: changed his attitude towards the Soviet 

Union; accepted Soviet gestures of friendship and loosening of control of their regime; visits were 

exchanged) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that states Cold 

War attitudes were influenced by actions and by periodic crises and a conclusion that discusses the 

presidents’ efforts to resolve differences peacefully first and resort to military force as a distant 

second 

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 5. Historical information and document 

interpretation offer strong support for analytical statements of comparison that are effective and 

insightful. A good understanding of the influence of specific Cold War events on presidential decision 

making is evident throughout the discussion.  

Anchor Paper – Document–Based Essay—Level 5 – B
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Anchor Level 4-A 

 

The response: 

• Develops the task by discussing how the United States dealt with the Soviet Union during the 

presidencies of John F. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan  

• Is both descriptive and analytical (Kennedy: the Cuban missile crisis made the United States realize 

that nuclear war was becoming a real threat; knew that nuclear war would cause untold amounts of 

damage to both sides, thus his declaration that “total war makes no sense”; Nixon: cleverly 

befriended China and gave the Soviets incentive to cooperate with the United States; helped pave 

the way for détente; Reagan: was more peaceable towards the end of his presidency but had a 

somewhat flawed beginning; made up for his hostile approach later by playing nicely with 

Gorbachev who was more moderate than his predecessors; with a different kind of Soviet Union, 

Americans felt less threatened) 

• Incorporates relevant information from all the documents 

• Incorporates relevant outside information (Kennedy: after the disastrous attempt at trying to 

overthrow Castro and the communists in Cuba during the Bay of Pigs fiasco, Cold War tensions 

increased to astronomical levels; Cuba became more reliant on the Soviet Union for military 

assistance; instead of relying on covert CIA operations, he put more emphasis on peaceful 

negotiations; a direct telephone line was installed between the Kremlin and the White House in the 

hope of avoiding a misunderstanding that could lead to a nuclear war; Nixon: believed in a global 

balance of power; believed détente would keep the Soviets from further expansion and be a better 

form of containment; détente was perhaps his greatest achievement—relaxing tensions between the 

United States and the Soviets and allowing the two sides to work cooperatively for their mutual 

interest even though they had different beliefs; Reagan: gave effective anti-Soviet speeches which 

rallied America’s support for his tougher approach) 

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: both sides cooperated to 

keep the lid on nuclear war; Nixon: breakthrough in SALT and the Berlin negotiations; Reagan: 

rather than resume détente and good relations, he once again escalated the arms race with the most 

expensive peacetime military buildup in American history in an attempt to one-up the Soviet 

Union; agreed to discuss arms limitations) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that states different 

presidents across this time period accomplished the containing of communism and the limiting of 

the influence of the Soviet Union and a brief conclusion  

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. Evaluative references regarding 

presidential decision making demonstrate a good understanding of the Cold War period. Further 

historical interpretation or explanation of document information would have added more depth to the 

response. 
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Anchor Level 4-B  

 

The response: 

• Develops the task by discussing how the United States dealt with the Soviet Union during the 

presidencies of John F. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan  

• Is both descriptive and analytical (Kennedy: established an agenda that did not call for war but 

offered the possibility of peace; thought the United States should not fear to negotiate but should 

have a strong military; even though he wanted to keep the Cold War situation under control, his 

ideals would be tested during the Cuban missile crisis; better relations between the two countries 

were an important result of the Cuban situation; Nixon: like Kennedy, his agenda was focused on 

negotiations but he took his plan a step further with détente; at the time, it seemed like increasing 

trade with the Soviet Union and slowing the arms race would be better for everyone; renewed 

relations with China as a way of trying to control the Soviet Union’s actions; détente was an 

excellent success as the two superpowers discussed many ideas at the summit meeting in Moscow; 

Reagan: took a more staunch approach in the beginning as one of the most anti-Soviet presidents 

since Truman; as his second term came to fruition, he became a much more friendly figure to 

Russia; had the opportunity to see the beginning of change in the USSR; the United States and the 

Soviets began to see that the Cold War might be coming to an end) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, and 9 

• Incorporates relevant outside information (Kennedy: at first, he chose not to negotiate with 

Khrushchev; nuclear warheads only ninety miles from the United States coast; the military was 

preparing for a possible land invasion that might have caused a war with Cuba or a Soviet nuclear 

attack on the United States; the Soviet Union would take out missiles from Cuba and the United 

States would consider taking out their missiles from Turkey and promise not to invade Cuba; 

Nixon: SALT treaty limited the number of nukes each country would make during the next several 

years; Reagan: the Strategic Defense Initiative was a system to protect the United States from 

incoming nukes; even when some of the technology was not advanced enough, he claimed it was 

close to being completed to intimidate the Soviets; there was a successful summit conference in 

Geneva) 

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: nuclear war avoided for 

the remainder of his term after the Cuban missile crisis; Nixon: détente was the relaxing of tensions 

with the Soviet Union; Reagan: one of the final presidents to become involved in the Cold War) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that states each 

president had his own agenda and succeeded in keeping peace even when tensions were close to 

the breaking point and lacks a conclusion 

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. A case is made that each president in his 

dealings with the Soviet Union built on his predecessor’s policies and this eventually led to the end of 

the Cold War. More historical support for the analytical statements included in the discussion would 

have enhanced the effort.  
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Anchor Level 4-C  

 

The response: 

• Develops the task by discussing how the United States dealt with the Soviet Union during the 

presidencies of John F. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan 

• Is descriptive and analytical (Kennedy: saw the destructive power of a full-on thermonuclear war; 

in the best interest of the United States and the USSR to reduce the risk of war; knew that the world 

would not be safe until the nuclear tension between the superpowers was gone; while not an 

offensive military invasion of Cuba, placed a blockade around Cuba to help prevent more Soviet 

equipment from reaching the island; as a result of the Cuban crisis, both sides began to reconsider 

the use of nuclear weapons as a way of dealing with one another; Nixon: believed a better 

relationship with China would lead to more success in dealing with the USSR; Reagan: built up a 

massive military and put billions into defense research but still eventually negotiated with the 

USSR; had little interest in a friendly relationship with the USSR and détente fell apart) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 7, 8, and 9 

• Incorporates relevant outside information (Kennedy: missiles in Cuba some 90 miles from Florida; 

had changed military policy by creating rapid response teams; began putting money into small 

covert special operation units, such as Navy SEALS, that could strike quickly in the event of an 

emergency; Nixon: in the process of withdrawing from the nightmare of Vietnam; Reagan: 

Strategic Defense Initiative or Star Wars program never came to fruition; welcomed democratic 

changes within the USSR such as glasnost and perestroika; the end of the Cold War was marked by 

the collapse of the Berlin Wall and the USSR) 

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: in 1962, the world stood 

still as a conflict opened around Cuba; Nixon: summit meetings between the United States and the 

USSR were generally successful; the Moscow conference was considered to be successful in 

ending the risk of nuclear war; need for the end of the arms race; Reagan: encouraged peace during 

his second term by signing treaties to limit nuclear weapons; called for the destruction of the Berlin 

Wall, the symbol of the Cold War) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction that defines the 

Cold War as a war of ideals and policies rather than direct conflict and a conclusion that states the 

end to this stressful conflict was orchestrated by differing policies on the part of American 

presidents  

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. While good information is presented 

and provides factual support for historical comparisons, it lacks explanation which would add 

substance to the assessment of United States-Soviet relations. 
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Anchor Level 3-A  

 

 

The response: 

• Develops the task with some depth  

• Is more descriptive than analytical (Kennedy: faced possibly the closest event to a nuclear war; 

might have used force to stop the Soviet Union, but he was not interested in fighting a nuclear war 

with them; more negotiations took place to limit nuclear weapons and promote a more peaceful 

relationship; Nixon: to decrease tensions even further, he decided to become friendly with China; 

the United States began trading and talking with China, and the Soviet Union became more 

cooperative with us out of fear of being left out; negotiations continued in Moscow and a more 

positive relationship called détente developed with the Soviet Union resulting in more trade, a 

breakthrough in his foreign policy; Reagan: unlike Kennedy and Nixon, he seemed more against 

the Soviet Union; being stronger than the Soviets would give us the upper hand; many were 

surprised to see a leader who was so against the Soviet government eventually be the one to help 

end the arms race) 

• Incorporates some relevant information from documents 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, and 9 

• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (Kennedy: Bay of Pigs invasion failed to 

overthrow Castro and greatly angered Cuba and the Soviet Union; Reagan: he and Gorbachev 

came closer to putting an end to the Cold War) 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: took action and placed a blockade in 

front of Cuba to prevent the arrival of more missiles; relations improved during his presidency; 

both he and Khrushchev wanted to address and prevent the possibility of nuclear war especially 

after the missile crisis; Nixon: eventually led to negotiations about Berlin; Reagan: continued a 

peacetime arms race and created the Strategic Defense Initiative; his ideal was not to create 

military equilibrium; attitude towards the Soviet Union changed during his presidency and he 

became less hostile; he and Gorbachev further reduced nuclear missiles in Europe) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that 

mentions the dramatic and changing tensions between the United States and the Soviet Union that 

were dealt with through different methods 

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. A chronology of the Kennedy 

presidency sets the stage for what becomes a discussion of generally improved relations with the 

Soviet Union during the Nixon and Reagan administrations. While a reliance on document information 

prevails in the sections on Nixon and Reagan, concluding analytical statements are effective. 
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Anchor Level 3-B 

 

The response: 

• Develops some aspects of the task with some depth and others with little depth 

• Is more descriptive than analytical (Kennedy: vowed to work for peace with the Soviet Union to 

avoid almost certain destruction; Nixon: United States relations with China made the Soviets 

fearful of having an enemy right next door, thus triggering an improvement of United States-USSR 

relations; détente was almost entirely responsible for the opening up of new talks with the Soviet 

Union about trade and science; Reagan: the president most closely related to the end of the Cold 

War; first term as president was marked with foreign policies that emphasized a need to defeat the 

Soviet Union; second term focused on establishing more open and accepting policies towards the 

Soviets) 

• Incorporates some relevant information from documents 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 7, 8, and 9 

• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (Kennedy: efforts for peace focused on the youth 

of America and their potential to spread support for this idea around the world; established the 

Peace Corps in an effort to spread American democratic ideals and skills; the Cuban missile crisis 

marked the closest point in the entire Cold War that the United States and the USSR came to a 

global nuclear war; destruction of both sides seemed inescapable until the Soviets agreed to 

dismantle their missile sites in Cuba and the United States promised not to invade Cuba; Reagan: 

in spite of preaching a balanced and conservative federal budget during the campaign, he set up the 

largest and most expensive buildup of military troops in peacetime; inspired by Gorbachev’s new 

policies of perestroika and glasnost, which allowed for some freedom of speech and some capitalist 

economic elements; helped end the Cold War) 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: in spite of his efforts to encourage 

peace, the Cold War flared up during the Cuban missile crisis; Nixon: détente represented a 

movement toward more open and relaxed relations with the Soviet Union; Reagan: focused on 

peacemaking through negotiations at summits that limited nuclear weapons in his second term) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are 

beyond a restatement of the theme 

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Some relevant outside information 

concerning the role of the Peace Corps supplements a brief explanation of Kennedy’s dealings with the 

Soviet Union during the Cuban missile crisis. Although the Nixon discussion is weaker and is 

document driven, the discussion of Reagan’s relations with the Soviet Union includes some good 

historical references and analytical conclusions.  
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Anchor Level 3-C 

 

 

The response: 

• Develops the task with little depth  

• Is both descriptive and analytical (Kennedy: faced the threat of spreading communism into Latin 

America during his presidency; the Cuban missile crisis of the 1960s scared the United States; was 

willing to make peace with the Soviet Union as long as they agreed with his terms and they did; 

was not looking for a nuclear war, rather he wanted to end threats of war; Nixon: believed if the 

United States could become friendlier with China then the Soviets would want to make peace with 

the United States; wanted to maintain negotiations with the Soviets to keep away from nuclear 

warfare; strategy was to stress mutual self-interest with the Soviets in the hope of making peace by 

promoting the exchange of health and scientific ideas; helped change world diplomacy; Reagan: 

wanted to win the arms race over the Soviets and create a bigger military to scare the Soviets; 

hoped the Soviets would continue to permit some economic enterprises to be free from state 

control; believed the Soviets could make a big move towards world peace by tearing down the 

Berlin Wall; at first did not trust the Soviet Union but realized with changing circumstances, the 

United States and Soviets could live in peace) 

• Incorporates some relevant information from all the documents  

• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (Kennedy: stood up to the Soviet Union; 

threatened to use force if the Soviets did not remove the missiles; Reagan: Gorbachev began to 

reform the Soviet Union through a policy of glasnost; the tearing down of the Berlin Wall marked 

the beginning of the end of the Cold War) 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: continued to negotiate; Nixon: 

agreed to a summit meeting between the Soviet Union and the United States; the United States and 

the Soviet Union made advances in the SALT talks and Berlin negotiations; Reagan: wanted to end 

the nuclear stalemate with the Soviets with the Strategic Defense Initiative) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are 

somewhat beyond a restatement of the theme  

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The response demonstrates both 

Kennedy’s and Nixon’s desire for peace and the containment of communism. The inclusion of 

additional supporting facts and details would have made the Reagan discussion more effective.  
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The response: 

• Minimally develops the task 

• Is primarily descriptive (Kennedy: set a precedent of finding common ground in problems the 

United States might have with the Soviet Union; not afraid to be aggressive in his disapproval of 

Soviet policies which was clear in his response to the Cuban missile crisis; Nixon: without 

negotiations, the United States and the Soviet Union would be well on their way toward an out-of-

control nuclear arms race; Reagan: more confrontational in dealing with the USSR) 

• Incorporates limited relevant information from documents 1, 2, 5, 6, 7, and 8  

• Presents no relevant outside information  

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: ordered a quarantine line of 13 navy 

destroyers surrounding much of the Caribbean; Nixon: met with Soviet leaders in Moscow to move 

negotiations further toward détente; Reagan: one of the largest peacetime military buildups in 

American history; called out President Gorbachev, saying if he truly sought peace, he should tear 

down the Berlin Wall) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that state 

while the decisions of three presidents were controversial, they helped maintain peace and avoid 

nuclear war 

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. The comparative statements which 

introduce each president’s dealings with the Soviet Union are good, but supporting information is 

limited. Accurate information is taken from the documents but is presented in isolation without 

sufficient development. 
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Anchor Level 2-B 

 

 

The response: 

• Minimally develops the task  

• Is primarily descriptive (Kennedy: his tactics were to improve negotiations with the USSR; asked 

the Soviet Union to disarm nuclear weapons because it was in everyone’s interest to seek genuine 

peace and halt the arms race; Nixon: his tactic was to talk with China and become friends with 

them which would make Russia jealous and want to open talks with the United States); includes 

weak application of information from document 8 

• Incorporates limited relevant information from documents 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, and 7 

• Presents little relevant outside information (Kennedy: did not deploy troops in the Cuban missile 

crisis but was ready to invade) 

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: troops quarantined Cuba; Nixon: 

successful breakthrough on the SALT treaty and Berlin negotiations; used a policy of détente to 

open economic relations with Russia; Reagan: largest military peacetime buildup to step up 

competition) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes a brief introduction and conclusion  

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Generally accurate document 

information regarding presidential dealings with the Soviet Union is chosen to develop the task; 

however, the transitions needed for an even discussion are missing.  
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Anchor Level 2-C 

 

 

The response: 

• Minimally develops the task  

• Is primarily descriptive (Kennedy: country’s Cold War enemies should be confronted with peace 

offers instead of threats of violence; with both superpowers holding deathly powerful nuclear 

weapons, the situation was extremely dangerous; best policy to follow at the time was to prevent 

the outbreak of a full scale war that could potentially end with the destruction of whole nations; 

peaceful attitudes helped keep the United States out of war with the Soviet Union; Reagan: by the 

end of his presidency, he transitioned from a strong anticommunist with hatred of the Soviet Union 

to a more peacekeeping hopeful attitude) 

• Incorporates limited relevant information from documents 1, 3, 6, 7, and 9 

• Presents no relevant outside information  

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: total war made no sense; the United 

States and the Soviet Union were at the brink of war with one another; Nixon: one of his primary 

goals was to prevent the eruption of a nuclear war by urging the nation to continue negotiations; 

Reagan: wanted to restore American self-confidence by stepping up competition in areas where the 

rivalry was the greatest) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are 

somewhat beyond a restatement of the theme 

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. Limited document information is used 

in an attempt to draw attention to the efforts of the three presidents in keeping the United States out of 

nuclear war. A weak explanation of the purpose of the Strategic Defense Initiative indicates some 

confusion about Reagan’s decision to step up competition and offers an ambiguous transition to 

Reagan’s second term.  
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Anchor Level 1-A 

 

 

The response: 

• Minimally develops the task  

• Is descriptive (Kennedy: wanted both sides to explore what problems unite them instead of 

belaboring those problems which divide them; believed that total war makes no sense; Nixon: 

wanted to continue to make progress towards limiting arms and wanted to avoid confrontations; 

Reagan: wanted there to be peace and freedom between the two) 

• Includes minimal information from documents 1, 3, 4, 8, and 9 

• Presents no relevant outside information  

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: wanted peace; Nixon: breakthrough 

on SALT and on the Berlin negotiations; Reagan: during his second presidency, he emphasized a 

different set of goals)  

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; copies the historical context for an introduction and 

concludes with a brief statement 

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Lack of explanation and few details 

indicate a very limited understanding of the task. Vague statements from documents 8 and 9 provide 

little information about Reagan’s dealings with the Soviet Union. 
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Practice Paper A—Score Level 3 

 

 

The response: 

• Develops the task with little depth  

• Is more descriptive than analytical (Kennedy: knew the dangers of nuclear weapons and the 

potential destruction nuclear war held; some thought the world was on the verge of destruction; 

when the missile crisis was over, he wanted to limit the use of nuclear weapons; Nixon: even 

though they could not totally accept each other, compromise and tolerance was necessary for the 

survivability of both the United States and the Soviet Union; Reagan: moved further away from 

détente; not interested in arms control talks and the Cold War continued; as people became worried 

about a nuclear war and a new Soviet leader came to power, he became more interested in talking 

to the Soviets) 

• Incorporates some relevant information from all the documents 

• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (Kennedy: in 1962, both nations came extremely 

close to launching their missiles, but the Soviets finally gave in; both nations realized what might 

have happened and came together and negotiated out of the crisis; Nixon: wanted to continue to 

negotiate strategic arms limitations that would reduce the number of long-range missiles) 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: tried to negotiate over issues with 

words rather than weapons; Nixon: opened the door between China and the United States in hopes 

of building a better relationship of détente with the Soviet Union; Reagan: in his first term, his 

policies were very anticommunist; orchestrated the most expensive military buildup during 

peacetime; summits were held and missiles were reduced; demanded the Soviets tear down the wall 

between East and West Berlin) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion that are 

a little beyond a restatement of the theme 

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. The policy of each president is stated 

and in the case of Kennedy is followed by a good historical assessment of the Cuban missile crisis. 

Although some analysis is included in the discussion of Nixon and Reagan, more outside information 

would have provided a better understanding of their relations with the Soviet Union.  
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Practice Paper B—Score Level 3 

 

 

The response: 

• Develops the task with little depth  

• Is more descriptive than analytical (Kennedy: believed that peace with our enemy the Soviet Union 

was possible; neither side wanted a nuclear war but each side was willing to do whatever was 

necessary to maintain its security; encouraged Americans to think differently about United States-

Soviet relations; Nixon: a new relationship with the Chinese could make Russia nervous; the 

summit meeting could change world diplomacy by leading to important improvements in United 

States-Soviet relations and maybe world peace; to go back to the early days of the Cold War was 

too dangerous; Reagan: wanted to test the Soviet commitment to changing its harsh communist 

ways) 

• Incorporates some relevant information from all the documents 

• Incorporates limited relevant outside information (Kennedy: the United States and the Soviet Union 

had been in an arms race since World War II; American officials fear of the Soviet Union increased 

because of their technological advances during this time period starting with the launch of Sputnik 

in 1957; Reagan: Star Wars defense system) 

• Includes some relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: addressed the American people and 

reminded them that the two superpowers should explore the problems that unite them; nuclear war 

became more of a threat during the early 1960s; he and Khrushchev both began making attempts 

towards peace and away from nuclear war after the Cuban missile crisis almost resulted in a 

nuclear war; Nixon: sent Henry Kissinger on a secret trip to China; détente; continue progress 

toward limiting arms, to avoid confrontations which might explode into war, and to negotiate for 

reduction of forces in Europe; Reagan: the Soviet Union had begun political and economic 

reforms; ordered Gorbachev to tear down the Berlin Wall; emphasized a different set of goals in his 

second term becoming more of a peacemaker between the United States and the Soviet Union) 

• Demonstrates a satisfactory plan of organization; includes an introduction that is a restatement of 

the theme and a conclusion that is somewhat beyond a restatement of the theme 

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 3. Document information is used to focus 

on the successes of each president in dealing with the Soviet Union. Although the premise that 

Reagan’s success was a result of different factors than those that influenced Kennedy and Nixon is 

accurate, the response lacks details and facts to support this premise and this weakens the discussion. 
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Practice Paper C—Score Level 2 

 

 

 

Practice Paper D—Score Level 1 

 

The response: 

• Minimally develops the task  

• Is primarily descriptive (Kennedy: tried negotiating with the Soviet Union to make everything 

more peaceful; total war would make no sense, tried to find a better way of settling our differences; 

Nixon: needed to continue to negotiate because if we did not and went to war, unnecessary deaths 

would occur on both sides; Reagan: tried to show the Soviets up and build an army that was 

bigger, better, and stronger) 

• Incorporates limited relevant information from documents 2, 3, 6, 7, and 8 

• Presents no relevant outside information  

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: set up a quarantine during the Cuban 

missile crisis; Reagan: made powerful speeches; he told Gorbachev to tear down the wall) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; copies the historical context for the introduction and 

includes a brief conclusion  

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 2. A limited case is made to support the 

idea of a peaceful approach to the Soviet Union during the Kennedy administration and general 

information is used to describe Nixon’s policies. The policies of Reagan’s second administration are 

ignored in an attempt to demonstrate that his approach was more forceful. 

The response: 

• Minimally develops the task  

• Is descriptive (Kennedy: dealt with matters in an antiwar kind of way; wanted to avoid a nuclear 

disaster spreading across the globe; Nixon: believed we should put our differences aside and 

befriend the Soviets; Reagan: began slowing down the production of nuclear weapons) 

• Includes minimal information from documents 3, 6, and 9 

• Presents no relevant outside information  

• Includes few relevant facts, examples, and details (Kennedy: wanted to end the threat nuclear 

weapons posed; Nixon: sought treaties and deals to slow down the arms race; Reagan: at the 

beginning of his presidency, he did not want to have any part with the Soviets; as he continued into 

his second term, he began to act differently); includes inaccuracies (Kennedy: wanted to stay out of 

direct dealings with the Soviet Union; Nixon: cites document 7 instead of document 6; Reagan: 

began slowing down the production of war goods; the United States and the Soviets met and 

officially finished the building up of the arms race) 

• Demonstrates a general plan of organization; includes a brief introduction and a brief conclusion  

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 1. Presidential dealings with the Soviet 

Union are identified using generalities with little explanation. Although there is an attempt to compare 

Kennedy and Nixon, the information presented does not support the comparison. 
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Practice Paper E—Score Level 4 

 

 

The response: 

• Develops the task by discussing how the United States dealt with the Soviet Union during the 

presidencies of John F. Kennedy, Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan 

• Is both descriptive and analytical (Kennedy: went face to face with Khrushchev and nuclear war 

with the Soviet Union in the Cuban missile crisis and the world came out in one piece; a scary time 

in which it seemed like no decision would be the right way to handle the crisis; waiting or attacking 

might bring about a bad ending for the world; Nixon: determined to manipulate the playing field so 

that the Soviets would want to have a better relationship with the United States; knew China would 

become a powerful country and it would be beneficial to have some economic and political ties to 

them even though China was a communist nation; figured that the Soviets would be nervous seeing 

the United States on friendly terms with Communist China and indeed they were; thought the two 

choices were arms reduction or run the risk of starting a nuclear war which would destroy the 

world; Reagan: wanted to show that America was better than the Soviet Union and he set about to 

do so with an increase of arms and speeches about how the Soviet Union was an “evil empire”; he 

wanted to show America was more powerful and better equipped; as America stepped up its 

competition so did the Soviet Union; military equilibrium seemed like a stalemate; arms reduction 

was the start to the end of the arms race) 

• Incorporates relevant information from documents 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, and 9 

• Incorporates relevant outside information (Kennedy: nuclear missiles were just 90 miles off the 

coast of Florida and United States soil; the question was should the United States attack Cuba first 

before the Soviets could react; we had to wait to see if the Soviet Union would cross the blockade; 

in exchange for removing Soviet missiles from Cuba, the United States would not attack Cuba and 

promised to remove its missiles from Turkey; Reagan: began to see the Soviet economy changing 

with perestroika and saw them take steps toward a freer society) 

• Supports the theme with relevant facts, examples, and details (Nixon: traveled to China and the 

United States began to trade with them; brought about some breakthroughs with the Soviet Union 

on SALT and on the Berlin negotiations; called for arms reduction; chose détente; Reagan: wanted 

to boost America’s self-confidence and its military; in 1987, he signed the intermediate-range 

nuclear forces treaty which set the gears in motion for arms reduction) 

• Demonstrates a logical and clear plan of organization; includes an introduction and a conclusion 

that compare the United States-Soviet relationship during the Cold War to riding a roller coaster 

 

Conclusion: Overall, the response fits the criteria for Level 4. The comparison of United States-Soviet 

relations during the Cold War to a roller coaster is predominantly supported by document explanation 

and interpretation. Analysis and a discussion of historical development are bolstered by the inclusion 

of some outside information.  
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United States History and Government Specifications Grid 

January 2011 
 

Part I 

Multiple Choice Questions by Standard 
 

Standard Question Numbers 

1—United States and New York History 6, 9, 14, 16, 17, 18, 20, 22, 23, 24, 26, 28, 29, 
32, 33, 34, 37, 38, 39, 40, 48, 49 

2—World History 35, 36, 44 

3—Geography 1, 3, 13, 15, 27 

4—Economics 5, 12, 19, 21, 25, 30, 31, 41, 43, 45, 46 

5—Civics, Citizenship, and Government 2, 4, 7, 8, 10, 11, 42, 47, 50 

 

Parts II and III by Theme and Standard 

 

 Theme STANDARDS 

Thematic Essay  Constitutional Principles: 
Supreme Court Decisions 

Diversity; Minority Rights; 
Citizenship  

Standards 1 and 5: United 
States and New York 
History; Civics, Citizenship, 
and Government 

Document-based Essay Presidential Decisions and 
Actions; Foreign Policy; 
Interdependence; Change; 
Science and Technology 

Standards 1, 2, 3, and 4: United 
States and New York 
History; World History; 
Geography; Economics 

 



The Chart for Determining the Final Examination Score for the
January 2011 Regents Examination in United States History and Government
will be posted on the Department’s web site http://www.p12.nysed.gov/osa/ on
the day of the examination. Conversion charts provided for the previous
administrations of the United States History and Government examination
must NOT be used to determine students’ final scores for this administration.

Submitting Teacher Evaluations of the Test to the Department

Suggestions and feedback from teachers provide an important contribution to the test
development process. The Department provides an online evaluation form for State assess-
ments. It contains spaces for teachers to respond to several specific questions and to make
suggestions. Instructions for completing the evaluation form are as follows:

1. Go to http://www.forms2.nysed.gov/emsc/osa/exameval/reexameval.cfm.

2. Select the test title.

3. Complete the required demographic fields.

4. Complete each evaluation question and provide comments in the space provided.

5. Click the SUBMIT button at the bottom of the page to submit the completed form.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles false
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo false
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (None)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects true
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /FRA <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU (prepress tn)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [1200 1200]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


